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EVENT DEscalPTION AND PROS A8LE CONSEQUENCES h
|0n August 26, 1981, while:taking normal once-per-shift readings an operator found |,

no sample flow to RM-A5 (condenser exhaust monitor). The monitor was operable I
3 g

goi,;gwhen inspected the previous shift. There was insignificant geaseous activity on I

Public health and safety were Ig |the secondary side due to extended plant shutdown.
;g gunaffected.
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

g ack of sample flow was apparent y caused by moisture condensing in the monitorL i

g i sample line. Flow was increased to blow out the moisture then immediately returned I
to normal. RM-A5 will be drained once per shif t. Sngineering evaluation will bc |

g

, performed to analyze moisture condensation problem solution. |
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No Flow to RH-A5
o

I. Current Activities at the Time of the Occurrence-

iL Reactor Coolant System at 310 psig, 1300 F, preparing for heatup for OTSG
hot testing.

II. Circumstances Leading to the Occurrence
.

Vacuum established in the condenser.
i

III. Description

At approximately 1010 hours on August 26, 1983, while taking normal once-per-shift
readings, the operator found no flow indicated on the rotameter for RM-A5 (condenser
exhaust monitor) . The rotameter showed indications of moisture on the glass.

Technical Specification 3.21.2 requires this monitor to be operable. If not operable,1

i grab samples are to be taken every eight hours. Since the monitor was operable
i' -when inspected the previous shift, and since the monitor was immediately restored to

operability, no grab samples were taken. This event is considered reportable in
accordance with Technical Specification 6.9.2.B.2.

.

EIV . Resultant Events

There were no resultant events. At this time, there is insignificant gaseous
activity on the secondary side, due to extended plant shutdown since 1979.

V. ' Previous Events of a Similar Nature

None. Although RM-A5 has been operational since initial plant'startup in 1974, it
'did not become a Technical-Specification monitor until November, 1981. It as only
recently that vacuum was established in the condenser, thus requiring RM-A5 operability <

VI. Root'Cause

The lack of flow was apparently caused by moisture condensing in the monitor sample
lines. Design provisions were not made to prevent this.

VII. Immediate Corrective Action

Monitor flow was increased to blow out the moisture, then re-established at a normal
flow rate.

VIII.- Long-Term Corrective Action

Provision has been made to drain moisture from RM-A5 once per shift.

A request was submitted for engineering evaluation (EER 83-067-M) to determine the need
-for a hardware modification to eliminate the moisture condensation problem.

IX. Component Failure Data

Not applicable.
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Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057-0191 |

717 944 7621
TELEX 84-2386
Writer's Direct Dial Number:

Septeniber 26, 1983
5211-83-275

Dr. T. E. Murley
Region I, Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Dear Sir:

Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit 1 (TMI-1)
Operating License No. DPR-50

Docket No. 50-289-
LER 83-020/03L-0

This letter transmits Licensee Event Report 83-020/03L-0 concerning inad-
vertent isolation of condenser monitor. Public health and safety were

unaffected.
i

Sincerely,

i
e

H. D. Iu ill

j Director, TMI-l

HDH: RAS:vj f

1

Enclosures

| cc: R. Conte

|
Document Management Branch
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GPU Nuclear Corporation is a subsidiary of the General Public Utilities Corporation g
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