
. . _ - - . .

;. . . . .

.

'
'* ' '

.' ' D' ATE Aununt 17. 1983 '

-
.

FROM: Bud Shuster , M. C. .

Room 2455, Rayburn Building
Wachington,.D.C.- 20515 .

..

' ' . . Congressional Li'aisonTO: ,

Nuclear. Regulatory Commission
1717 H St., N. W.

. Washington, D. C. 20555
.
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J

Mr. James Elder

Saxton, Pennsylvania

Mr. Kenneth Hoover
'

ADDRESS ,

Hopewell, PA

L.

,

, .

$,

PROBLEM:
. .

*

; Both Mr. Elder and Mr. Hoover recently met with me to
expre,s their concerns over.' plans to dismantle the Saxton1

Nuclear Experimental Corporation facility in Saxton, Pennsylvania.
It is their understanding that the original dismantling plan :called for this action to be taken in the year 2023, and they j',

have.no desire to have this speeded up. These gentlemen are,

.very concerned that- there will not be adequate inspection and -;

adequate safeguards set up for.the dismantling of this plant.
I would appreciate at your earliest convenience a status report
on this situation. Thank you for your_ cooperation. ,

_

.

NOTE: See previous correspondence dated 6/28/82 regarding.the
SNEC.
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Congress of tfje ifnitcb . States

NPouse af nepresentatibes

unsWnacon.m.c.
!

_ June 14 19 82Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regulatory Comm.
Washington, D. C. 20555

31::

The attached ccm:aunication

is sent for your consideration.

Please investigate the statements

contained therein and forvari me

the necessary information for re- '

ply, returning the enclosed corre- !

spondence with your answer. .

Yours truly,
j

BUD SHUSTER

Carol--225-2431 M. C.Mr. James Elder
Saxton, PA *
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'.is11 St. Tat.-
.,.

S:c:t:n, Pa. l'.670
.(314) 633-3492- - .

.-
_

s - . .-
..

A ril 14, 19C2

.

Rep. 01 arc;.cc Diet::
Hou::e of R: .r s:nt-tivc:
Earri: burg, Pa.

Dear R:pr::e-tative "ictz, i

About a nor.th ago, Pen:1cc ar cu: cod clans to di:. :.: tle the nucleara

reactor contah::ent building at t!.c ite of the forne:- S:nter. Duclear
Ecperixental (EiEO) operation.

I believe thi: to be very unuire. IO.en S E:' c: .::d operatter.,
t!.e v:::e1 u= to bc realed for a aininu: of 50 year , porribly lenger,
deper.dh.g on tl e 1:.t:n::lty of t! c radiatio:. t that th.e. reu, cfter
c:.l' 10 y:cr:., they are planning to ope:. it up to the at- o:r!. re. ,/

|
Ecth ST, nd t!.c Ku 1:.2r Rcg 1: tory Con.d::.ict have bc::. ce;. idersb1

.

'

7le:: than ho:.=t uith local rc:.id::.t: in the p :t :: !.ou car. uc t v:t
t:.ca neu uit'. :: car to t'l a rich,or 1:ck of rink, 1.volved in the din untell g
proco::.

Eccp in nind t:.:t Tu=ey Mountair. High Scheci lic: only nile det.r.-
uind uith abent 600 young, growing, c!.ildr:n ::.d youth in atte:.d :.ce.

| T:.1: is t.'.o no:t cur.ceptible age for ::diation 1.Suced cc .cer:. T:.e
cr:a a c'.:.d tic reactor prc:ently har a 4-5 tin = greater than nernal -

leuk:ni_.incidnice. SHEG h:: :a:po: d un to radiation in the a:t. Don't'1ct it hap cn :g2in ! Ple::c hcip u: to hecp it eccled !

Ver- truly you::=,
,

| [ . .
~j;p v

; r
,

Jance E. Zlder
.
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,y ' g NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
g j wAswiscTON, O. C. 20555
a., e
%, 5

JUN 2 81982Docket No. : 50-146
,

The Hunorable Bud Shuster
United States House

of Representatives .

' ' *

Washington, D.C. 20515
''

.
,

.

Dear Congressman Shuster:
,

In corresponderce dated June 14, 1962, you requested that we provide ,

information to you for your respanse to.(t letter from Mr. James H. Elder .
~

,,

of Saxton, Pennsylvania on the Saxton reactor which has been shutdown
since May 1,1972. Mr. Elder was concerned in particular a)out plans
to dismantle the nuclear ree.ctor containment building.

_

.

.

~ ~

Since its shutdown, the Saxton reactor has been niaintained in a safe
storage, mothballed mode consistent with NRC deconsnicsioning regulations
and Regulatory Guide 1.86, (enclosed).

To date, we have not received any correspondence from the Saxton Nuclear
Experimental Corporation (SNEC) with respect to dismantling the Saxton
facility. Recent conversation with Mr. C. Montgomery of SNEC, however, l
indicates that SNEC has completed a study of dismantling costs and that i

they plan to request NRC authorization to dismantle the Saxton facility |
'

during the latter 1980's.

Prior to dismantling a reactor facility, a licensee must submit a
dismantling plan to the NRC and obtain our approval. We will review
this plan to determine that acceptable procedures are incorporated

*to protect the health and safety of the public and the environment.

One issue of concern to us in our review is that dismantling will be
accomplished such that potential releases of radioactivity be adequately
controlled. Reactor dismantling generally involves dismantling of
the radioactive st'uctures inside the reactor containment building priorr

to removal of the containment building. The ccatainment building provides
the barrier that prevents tAe transport of any radioactive dust into the
environment that may be produced when removing the various internal reactor
systems or shielding. Mr. C. Montgomery indicated that SNEC plans to
dismantle the Saxton facility in the manner discussed above. In any event,
the NRC will require adequate control of radioactivity during any dismantling
operation.

_
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Honorable Bud Shyster -2-
~
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The llRC is required by the Code of Federal Regulations,10 CFR 50.82 to
publish a "flotice of Proposed Issuance of Order Authorizing Dismantling of
Facility" in the Federal Register at least 30 days before authorizing any :

reactor dismantling. If Mr. Elder wishes to receive a copy of this notice
when it is published for the Saxton facility, he may request such of the
US flRC, Washin0 ton, D.C. 20555, Attention: Peter B. Erickson, SSP 8, Dt,
(Phoneliunber 301-492-9784).

S'incerely,

(Signed)7. A. Rehm

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

Enclosure:
Regulatory Guide 1.85
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