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[ During normal operations, an excessive amount of water was discovered leaking from |
(TT7] L_the 3B recirculating seal cavity (Tech Spec 6.6.8.1.c). An orderly load reduction |
(15 | was commenced to isolate the 38 recirc, pump. The event was of minimal safety J
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SAUSE DESCRISTION AND CORRESTIVE ACTIONS @
| The cause of the leakage was ributed to faili Q excessive h f th

] Lrecirc. pump retating hardface seal (EPN 24610). Unit was manuyally shut down and |
(T3] L the scals were replaced. Seal performance will continus to be monitored during J
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Commonwealth Edison

Dresden Nuclear Power Station
RR. #1

Morris, '"linois 60450
Telephone 815/942-2920

August 31, 1383
DJS Ltr #83-853

James G. Keppler, Regional Administrator
Region 111

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Updated Reportable Occurrence Report #82-42/01X-1, Docket #050-249 is
being submitted to your office in -ccordance with Dresden Nuclear Power
Station Technical Specification 6.6.B.1.(c), abnormal degradation dis-
covered in fuel cladding, reactor coolant pressure boundary, or primary
containment. This update addresses results of an examination of the
recirculation pump seals by Technical Services.
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DJJ. Scott
Station Superintendent
Dresden Nuclear Power Station
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cc: Director of Inspection & Enforcement
Director of Management Information & Program Control

U.S. NRC, Document Management Branch
File/NRC



ATTACHMENT TO LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 82-42/01X-1

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY (CWE)
DRESDEN UNIT ILDRS-

DOCKET # 50-243

EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

During normal operation at approximately 2300 on October 27, 1982
an excessive amount of water was discovered leaking from the 3B recirculation
pump seal. An orderly load reduction was initiated to isolate the 3B recirc
pump. The event was of minimal safety significance since all leakage was
contained inside the drywell and directed to the drywell floor drain system.
The drywell sump pumps indicated approximately 41.5 gpm into primary con-
tainment which was in excess of the Tech Spec limit of 5 gpm. Therefore,
a Generating Station Emergency Plan Unusual Event was declared. This
condition was terminated after the recirc pump was successfully isolated
and a subsequent leakage check showed total leakage to be 4 gpm. There
was no effect on public health or safety. This is a first occurrence at
Dresden Station.

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The cause of the leakage was due to failure of the 3B recirculation
pump rotating hard face seal (EPN 24610). The unit was shutdown and the
seals were replaced. An examination performed by Technical Services has
shown that '"heat checking'' marks were visible throughout the effected area
of the seal. Technical Services has concluded that insufficient lubrication
caused the heat checking. Lubrication to the seals is provided by water
from the Control Rod Drive system. Normal flow to the seal cavity is
approximately 1 gpm. Operators are required to check this flow once a
week. Flow to the seals is now approximately 2 gpm. Seal parameters
will continue to be monitored. The examination of the seals by Technical
Services yielded no evidence of other types of failure.
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