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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROSA8LE CONSEQUENCES h
ITTTIlDurinc normal vover oneration on July 20. 1081. at 0055. an alarm was I

Iobserved on Panel C-13 indicating that fire system ranel C h7 was off normal.1o

IThe alarm had been in for an undetermined neriod of time. Subsecuentiv. the|4

ITTil lbreaker which powers panel C-h7 was found to be tripped causing the alarm. I

ITTirl lIn this condition, additional fire protection alarms (flow tyne) would not bel

ITT71 | transmitted to tanel C-13 for operator detection. The occurrence was deter-1
-

I o is i imined rerortable ver TS 3.22.1.1 and 6.0.2.b(2) on July 28. 1087. !
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECMVE ACTIONS h
IPreaker trin rossibiv caused by an electrical discharce from veldinc activi- 1i o

ities to a fire system flow detector. Action to clear the alarm or initiate Ii i

i lhourly fire tours of affected areas was not verformed. Uoon discovery, the |

lbreaker vas reset and overation of ranel C h7 was verified. Event discussedi, a

E . tvith operators who were on shift durine the precedine 2h hours. Ii 7 e
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Attachment to LER 83-56
Consumers Power Company
Palisades Plant
Docket 50-255

On July 20,1983, at 0055, an operator observed that an alarm was in on
panel C-13 indicating that Fire System Panel C-h7 was off normal. Panel
C-47 receives its inputs from flow switch detectors only. During the
undetermined period of time in which the alarm on panel C-13 was in,
additional fire protection flow switch detector inputs would not be

.

transmitted to panel C-13 for operator notification.

During this same time period, however, panel C-47A (Fire Protection Smoke
Detection Panel) was operable. Therefore, any fire protection smoke
detection inputs vould be audibly alarmed on C-47A.

Per TS 3 22.1.1, the fire detection instrumentation for each fire detection
zone shown in Table 3 22.1 must be operable when equipment in that fire
detection zone is required to be operable. For the period of time in
which panel C-13 was alarmed, a signal from any of the flow switch detectors
listed in TS Table 3 22.1 would not be reflashed on panel c-13 for operator
notification. Therefore, flow switch fire detection instrumentation for
these zones was effectively inoperable while panel C-13 was alarmed.
Hourly fire watch patrols were not established in lieu of the inoperable
fire detection instrumentation. Without normal fire detection capability
in these zones, automatic starting of a fire pump as well as smoke detectors
(where provided) would have alerted operators of a potential problem.

Upon discovery of the alarm on panel C-13, panel C-47 was checked for the
problem. The breaker which powers panel C-47 was found to be tripped. The
breaker was reset to clear the alarm on panel C-13 and operatien of panel
C-h7 was verified.

The cause of the tripped breaker is believed to have resulted from an elec-
trical discharge from velding activities to a fire system flow switch
detector on July 20 1983 The resulting alaim on panel C-13 was apparently
acknowledged by an operator, however, appropriate immediate action to either
clear the alarm or initiate hourly fire tours in the affected areas was not
taken. The event was discussed with all control room operators who stood
shift during the preceding 24 hour period.

The event was determined to be reportable per T.S. 3 22.1.1 and 6.9.2.b(2)
on July 28, 1983
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Generet Offices: 1945 West ParnaH Road. Jeckson, MI 49201 e (517) 788-0550

August 29, 1983

.

James G Keppler, Administratorj

Region III
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
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PALISADES PLANT - LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 83-56 - INOPERABLE FIRE DETECTION
INSTRUMENTATION

Attached please find Licensee Event Report 83-56 (Inoperable Fire Detection
Instrumentation), which is reportable to the NRC per Technical Specification

6. 9. 2.b (2) .

M&

Brian D Johnson
Staff Licensing Engineer

CC Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Director, Office of Inspection and Enforcement
NRC Resident Inspector - Palisades
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