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LER NUMBER: 83-074/03L-0
DOCKET NUMBER: 050-373

LASALLE COUNTY STATION: Unit 1
EVENT DESCRIPTION:

On June 27, 1983 at 0315 hours, the accumulator trouble alarm for Control
Rod Drive 42-23 energized, After investigation by operations, nitrogen

was bled from the accumulator and a small quantity of water was drained

from the instrument block. The accumulator was then recharged and the

drive returned to service. A few minutes passed and the accumulator trouble
alarm re-energized. After an 8 hour tine period with the accumulator still
inoperable, the associated control rod for 42-23 was declared inoperable

in accordance with Technical Specification 3.1,3.5.a.1,

PRNOBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE OCCURRENCE:

At the time of the occurrence LaSalle Unit 1 was in operational condition
1, RUN MODE, at a power of 2322 MWT, Consequences of this event were
minimized by the fact that control rod drive 42-23 was ''full in'' and the
only inoperable drive at the time, The ability of the CRD system ro SCRAM
and shutdown the reactor was nnt adversely affected. Safe operation of the
plant was maintained at all times.

CAUSE:

An inspection was performed by the Instrument Maintenance Dept. on the accu-
mulator float type magnetic reed level switch for CRD 42-23. A quantity of
water was found in the Instrument Block that would have provided actuation
for the accumulator trouble alarm. The water was a collection over a pericd
of years, of leakage past the N-Ring and seals of the accumulator piston.
This is a result of normal wear from rod movements and scrams.

CORRECTIVE ACTION:

when operations observed the accumulator trouble alarm re-energize, work re-
quest #L25631 was generated and assigned to the Instrument Maintenance Dept.
They performed an inspection which included draining water and cleaning and

drying the level switch and its orifice on the accumulator instrument block,
The level switch was placed back in the instrument block and the accumulator
was charged to the required pressure., The accumulator trouble alarm cleared
and the contro! rod was declared operable on June 29, 1983 at 0900 hours.

No accumulator trouble aralms for HUC 42-23 have energized since,

Prepared by: Dale R, Winterhoff



Commonwealth Edison
LaSalle County Nuclear Station
Ryral Route #1, Box 220
Marseillas, lllinois 61341
Telephone 815/357-6761

July 26, 1983

James G. Keppler

Regional Administrator

Region 111

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Dear Sir:

Reportable Occurren~e Report #863-074/03L-0 Docket #050-373 is being submitted
to vour office in accordance with LaSalle County Nuclear Power Station Techni-
cal Specification 6.6.8B.2.(b), conditions leading to operation in a degraded
mode permitted by a limiting condition for operation or plant shutdown required

by a limiting condition for operation,

Diederich
Superintendent
LaSalle County Station

GJD/GW/rg
Enclosure

cc: Director of Ins.ection & Enfoicement

Director of Management Information & Program Control

U. S. NRC Document Management Branch
INPO-Records Center
File/NRC



