TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

CHATTANOOGA. TENNESSEE 37401

400 Chestnut Street Tower II

July 25, 1983

Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Denton:

In the Matter of the ) Docket No. 50-296
Tennessee Valley Authority )

By letter from L. M. Mills to you dated June 2, 1983 we 3ubmitted a
rcquest to change the technical specific2tions of the Browns Ferry
Nuclear Plant units 2 and 3. That request, TVA BFNP 7S 188, was to allow
operation of the units with increased core flow (ICF). In that letter
approval was requested by August 10, 1983. ICF was approved for unit 1
by Amendment No. 88 to Facility License DPR-33, dated March 14, 1983,

My staff has learned on July 21, 1983 tnat this requested amendment has
not yet been noticed in the Federal Register. This greatly concerns us
based on the submittal date of the request. As discussed with D. B.
Vassallo of your staff July 21, we are submitting additional information
to explain our present situation on unit 3 and the need for expedited
handling of TS 188.

End-of-cycle coastdown is expected to start the week of July 25, 1983.
Increased core flow will reduce power derate of Browns Ferry unit 3
during the end-cof-cycle coastdown operation by as much as three percent.
The loss of reactivity from an inoperable control rod has caused the end-
of-cycle coastdown power decrease to commence sooner than earlier
anticipated. Tne area served by our power system is experiencing the
unseasonably warm weather and all the power possible from Browns Ferry
unit 3 is needed.

Browns Ferry unit 3 is currently projected to shut down on November 11,
1983 to start the reload 5 refueling outage. Between August 1 and
shutdown on November 11, increased core flow will provide almost 81,000
megawatt hours of additional electrical power generation. This will
result in a savings of approximately $1 million in replacement power
costs.
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Mr. Harold R. Denton July 25, 1983

We believe there has been adequate time to have already pre-noticed TS
188 and that our present situation warrants an abbreviated notice period
in the Federal Register for TS 188. This will preclude our being
impacted by the undue penalties descri'ed above. Your cooperation in
this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

DS Kamrmen

D, S. Kammer
Nuclear Engineer

Subserib sworn tgnbef

me t%%a : ay of M__WBL
Notary Public

My Commission Expires C;?' ;:;-—é;nsl

ce: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
ATTN: James P. 0'Reilly, Regional Administrator
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. R. J. Clark

Browns Ferry Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
7920 Norfolk Avenue

Bethesda, Maryland 20814



