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Testimony of Anthony Kuncho:

1)

2)

3)

Please state your name and address.
My name is Anthony Kuncho. I reside at ll Wentworth

Avenue, Hampton, New Hampshire.

Please give your occupation and all other background
relevant to this testimony.

I am Fire Chief of Hampton, New Hampshire, and have.
held that position for one vear. Prior to that, I was
Fire Chief of Salem, New Hampshire. I worked for the
Salem Fire Department seventeen years, acs a
firefighter, lieutenant, deputy chief and chief,
before coming to Hampton. In addition, for a number
of years, I have been coming to Hampton Beach as a

visitor during the summer months.

What observations have you made with regard to the
summer population at Hampton Beach that would have a
bearing on evacuating the beach area in the event of a
radiological emergency at Seabrook?

Hampton Beach is packed with people during the summer
months. On almost any given day in the summer, except

when it rains, the beach is packed blanket-to-blanket
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There are fireworks ané a band concert at
every Wednesday night, and on that night the
beach and sidewalks and even the road on Ocean
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Have you observed any increase since 1978 in the
numbers of people coming to Hampton Beach during the
summer months?
Yes. i have observed a definite increase in the
number of people coming here during the summer. This
may be attributable, in part, to the fact that the
Town has started advertising the beach area,
especially in Canada. Last year, the Town's Hampton

Beach precinct spent $75,000.00 on advertising.

Wwhat observations have you made of parking at the
beach relative to evacuation?

The parking lots, especially on weekends, are always
filled to capacity by 9:00 or 10:00 in the morning.
Many of the motels and hotel lots have also been
taking in parking in addition to that provided for
their patrons. Most of these lots are overfilled.

The owners have people leave their car keys with the
lot attendant so that they can block in other cars and

fill up the entire lot area.

People also park wherever they can in yards and cn the
streets. On this past July 4th, the cars were parked

on both sides of the road all the way back to the Tide

Mill Bridge, which is about a mile from the beach.




The Police Department does not have enough officers to
deal with all the cars pai:ked illegally on the streets
during summer weekends. We find cars parked all the
nated fire lanes, even though that can
ea 5.00 fine. 1is, of course, creates a

considerable problem in trying to move traffic and

impede emergency vehicles trying to get through.
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What observations have you made as to the traffic in

the summer at Hampton Beach?

The traffic is always extremely heavy here in the

summer. On weekendes the cars driving into Hampton are

always bumper-to-bumper throughout the day at least as
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far back as the Seabrook Bridge. Typically on
weekends the traf ic will extend far beyond that. One
day this summer the cars coming into Town were backed
up as far as Raymond, New Hampshire, a town 25 miles
away. On most weekend nights, the traffic continues
to be bumper-to-bumper coming into Hampton as late as
11:00 P.M. On summer weekends it can usually take as
long as 40 minutes to an hour to travel just one mile
down Ocean Boulevard. One day this summer, for
example, it took our fire trucks, at about 2:00 P.M.,
over 40 minutes to drive from a fire at the Seabrook
Bridge down Ocean Boulevard tc the Fire Station at C
Street, a distance of about 1-1/2 miles. Coming into
the beach from Church Street, to the north, can take
even longer. From that direction, it will often take
40 minutes just to drive a half mile. These times are
the norm for a summer weekend; there are times when it
can take much longer to travel these same distances

down the beach.

What observations have you made with regard to car
accidents at Hampton that might have a bearing on
evacuation?

On weekends there are usually a number of accidents,

particularly at the Seabrook Bridge and at Church
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Street where it intersects with Ocean Boulevard.

There is usually a bottleneck going over the Seabrook .
bridge and typically the accidents there involve 4 or
S-car pile ups. One weekend afternocn this summer we
had five accidents in a row at the Bridgye. The fire
truck did not have time to get back to the station
before it had to turn around because of another
accident. On an average, these accidents tie up
tr2ffic in excess of thirty minutes to an hour. Just
in the course of one day this summer, we also had five
or six accidents at Church Street. That area can be

particularly bad because traffic from several streets

converge there into one lane.

Based on this testimony and other observations you
have made as Fire Chief, what concerns, if any, do you
have with regard to evacuating people during the
summer months from Hampton Beach in the event of a
radiological emergency at Seabrook?

I have many concerns regarding our ability to evacuate
people from this area during the summer months. My
primary concern is the inordinate length of time it
will take to move everybody out of the beach area at

once. There are only four ways to leave Hampton Beach

and, except for one, all are just two-lane roads.
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Under normal . conditions, when by comparison
only a small n of people are leaving the beach at
one time, we always see bad bottlenecks at
Church eet and the Seabridge Bridge, the two major
t ro from the beach. I have seen the traffic
t tie p even worse when we have sudden rain
stowers which cause many of the beach people to leave
once. My office overlooks the large
at ‘ there is a summer
as long as 1-1/2
the parking lot

in which many of the

The bottlenecks

try to leave

are more accidents durling summer storms.

One of my major concerns is that, during an

evacuation, emergency vehicles may be unable to get

through to clear up an accident and get traffic moving

again. I have seen people try to make four lanes out
of two-lane roads when the traffic gets bad, thus
making the roads i for emergency traffic.
Even erecting road blocl y to direct the tra

mav ‘. tle purpose, since my experience
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fires has shown that curious on-lookers often try to
break through barriers. Relative to this, I would
expect people to panic during an evacuation due to a
nuclear accident, making traffic control all the more
difficult. I have seen people near panic leaving the

beach during thunderstorms.

The other problem I foresee relates to the type of
crowd we get at Hampton Beach. People come here in
the evening to party and, as a conseguence, often gét
guite drunk and rowdy. In my experience people in
such a2 state are likely to cause more traffic
accidents and are less apt to follow directions, thus

adding to the problem of evacuating this area.

An additional concern, related to this, is whether we
will have sufficient personnel to control the crowds,
direct the traffic, and clear accidents from the
roads. In the event of a nuclear accident, many of
our firefighters will at least make sure that their
families are safe before reporting for duty. And some
are likely not to report at all. This will certainly
compound the problems of evacuation since, as it is,
we barely have enough personnel to handle the traffic

problems associated with a normal summer weekend day

at the beach.



