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Perry Nuclear Power Plant
Docket No. 50-440
Request for Approval of
ASME Code Case N-416-1

Gentlemen:

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3), approval to use American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code Case N-416-1, "Alternative Pressure Test
Requirement for Welded Repairs or Installation of Replacement Items by Welding,
Class 1, 2 and 3, Section XI, Division 1" at the Perry Nuclear Powver Plant
(PNPP) is hereby requested. This code case provides an alternative to-
hydrostatic testing following repair/replacement of Class 1, 2, and 3
components. The cited Code Case was approved by the ASME Boiler and Pressure
Vessel Committee on February 15, 1994; however, this Code Case has not yet been
endorsed in Regulatory Guide 1.147, "Inservice Inspection Code Case
Acceptability, ASME Section XI Division 1", due to its recent approval by ASME.

The Code Case allows a system pressure test to be performed in lieu of the
hydrostatic pressure test, as required by paragraph IVA-4000 of ASME Section
X1, for welded repairs or installation of replacement items by welding provided
that: a) Non-destructive Examination (NDE) is performed in accordance with the
methods and acceptance criteria of the applicable Subsection of the 1992
Edition of Section III; b) prior to or immediately upon return to service, a
visual examination (VT-2) is performed in conjunction with the system leakage
test, using the 1992 Edition of Section XI, in accordance with paragraph
IVA-5000, at nominal operating pressure and temperature; and c) use of the Code
Case is documented on an NIS-2 Form.

Endorsement of ASME Code Case N-498, "Alternative Rules for 10-Year Hydrostatic
Pressure Testing for Class 1 and 2 Systems, Section XI, Division 1" by NRC in
Regulatory Guide 1.147 has eliminated the requirement to perform the 10-year
hydrostatic tests for ASME Class 1 and 2 systems, except for those hydrostatic
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tests wvhich vere deferred pursuant to ASME Code Case N-416. The approval of
ASME Code Case N-416-1 will eliminate the need to perform any unnecessary
hydrostatic tests during the next refueling outage (fifth refueling outage) and
subsequent outages, and will result in substantial cost savings and reduced
radiation exposure over the life of PNPP. The approval of this request is in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3) because compliance with the specified
IVA-4000 requirements would result in hardship and unusual difficulty without a
compensating increase in the level of quality and safety. The alternative
system leakage test and inspection requirements specified by ASME Code Case
N-416-1 would provide an acceptable level of quality and safety.

Approval of ASME Code Case N-416-1 for use at PNPP is requested by June 1,
1995, in order that planning for the fifth refueling outage, presently
scheduled to begin in January 1996, may proceed with this consideration.

If you have questions or require additional information, please contact Mr.
James D. Kloosterman, Manager - Regulatory Affairs, at (216) 280-5833.

Very truly yours,
_ _\> r il s g
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eed NRC Regional Administrator, Region III
NRC/NRR Project Manager, PNPP
NRC Resident Inspector
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