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cc: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011 4

NRC Sr. Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775

INPO Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway '

Atlanta, GA 30339-3064
,

Mr. C.R. Oberg
Public Utility Commission of Texas
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 400 North ;

Austin, TX 78757

Imuisiana Depanment of Environmental Quality
Radiation Protection Division
P.O. Box 82135
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2135 ;

ATrN: Administrator 1
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TITLE (4)
INADEQUATE SURVEfLLANCE TEST OF ACCESS GATE LIMIT SWITCHES DUE TO DEFICIENCIES IN PROCEDURES

EVENT DATE (5) LER NUMBER (6) REPORT DATE (7) OTHER FACILITIES INVOLVED (B)
|

MONTH DAY YEAR YEAR SEQUENTIAL RE vi$ TON MON TH DAY YEAR F ACIUTY NAME DOCKET NUMBER
NuMetR NuMsE" N/A 05000

F ACILIT Y N AME DOCKET NUMBER
09 15 94 94 026 00 10 13 94 N/A 05000
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LICENSEE CONTACT FOR THIS LER (12)
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.

T.W. Gates, Supervisor - Nuclear Licensing 504-381-4866 !

COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPORT (13) r
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DATE (15)
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On September 15, 1994, with the plant in Operational Condition 4 (Cold Shutdown), a deficiency in STP
055-0101, "IFTS Pre-Op and Weekly Interlock Operability Test," was identified as part of the ongoing
Technical Specification Review Project. This deficiency resulted in the failure to test gate position limit
switches associated with the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate, the Annulus Inclined Fuel Transfer
System (IFTS) Support Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Support Room Gate interlock system as |

required to satisfy Technical Specifications 4.9.12.3 and 4.9.12.4.

Technical Specifications 4.9.12.3 and 4.9.12.4 require verification to ensure operability of the access
interlocks which prevent operation of the IFTS while personnel are in the associated rooms. Testing
requirements for the access gate limit switches were omitted from the surveillance test procedure (STP)
during initial development. Other ponions of the interlock system were tested.

The root cause of this occurrence was inadequatc oversight of the STP development, review and revision
process in that the gate position limit switches for the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate, the Annulus
IFTS Support Room Gate, and the I:ne! Building Mid-Support Room Gate were not included during the
initial procedure development or subsequent review and revisions. Investigation indicated that this condition
had existed prior to plant start-up and was not identified during subsequent reviews and revisions of this
procedure. Corrective actions to incorporate the applicable test requirements for the limit switches have been
completed and test results indicate the limit switches were operable.
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REPORTED CONDITION

On September 15, ;094, with the plant in Operational Condition 4 (Cold Shutdown), a deficiency in STP-
055-0101, "IFTS Pre-Op and Weekly Interlock Operability Test," was identified as pan of the ongoing
Technical Specification Review Project. This deficiency resulted in the failure to test gate position limit
switches (*33*) associated with the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate, the Annulus Inclined Fuel
Transfer System (IFTS) (*DF*) Support Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Support Room Gate
interlock system as required to satisfy Technical Specification 4.9.12.3 and 4.9.12.4.

Since an acceptable surveillance was not being perfonned for the access gate limit switches, this condition
,

constitutes plant operation prohibited by the Technical Specifications. This report is submitted pursuant to i
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) on the basis that the interlocks were required operable but never tested. ,

;

INVESTIGATION

'

The IFTS interlocks are provided to indicate whenever personnel have accessed radiation hazardous areas
along the transfer tube route and internipt IFTS control power preventing its operation. Technical ;

Specification 4.9.12.3 requires that within 4 hours prior to operation ofIFTS and at least once per 7 days
thereafter, verify the access interlocks are operable for the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate.
Technical Specification 4.9.12.4 requires that within 4 hours prior to installation of the floor plugs which
provide access into the area, verify operability of the interlocks for the Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room and
Shield Building Annulus IFTS Suppon Room Gates. Failure to test these switches results in system
inoperability in accordance with Technical Specification 4.9.12.3 and 4.9.12.4.

The access interlocks consist of key lock switches and gate position limit switches. The interlocks are ,

located in the IFTS main Panel, in the main control room panel, and in a junction box adjacent to the access
gate at each of the three rooms. There are two gate position limit switches, located inside the locking
mechanism box, associated with each gate. These switches prevent the operation of IFTS when the gate
locking bolt is unlocked and also prevent the IFTS nmning interlock to reset when the gate is not fully j
closed. The gate position limit switches are: i

1) Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate (33 A-ISFTN26, 33B-ISFTN26)
2) Annulus IFTS Suppon Room Gate (33C-ISFTN26, 33D-ISFTN26) i

,

t3) Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room Gate (33E-ISFTN26. 33F-lSFTN26)
:
!

l
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The review of STP-055-0101 concluded that gate position limit switches 33B-ISFTN26 and 33D-ISFTN26
were included in the surveillance. The test requirements were not specific to these limit switches and it was
not the intent of the procedure to test these switches. However, as a result of the test, their operability could
be confinned. The remaining switches were not included in the test.

The gate position limit switches for the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate, the Annulus IFTS Suppon |

Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room Gate were not included during the initial procedure
development prior to start-up or subsequent review and revisions. Investigation indicated that this condition
had existed since development of the test procedure and was not identified during subsequent reviews and
revisions of this procedure. Corrective actions to incomorate the applicable test requirements for the
complete interlock system have been completed and the limit switches have been detennined to be opemble.

ROOT CAUSE

The root cause of this occurrence was inadequate oversight of the STP development, review and revision
,

process in that the gate position limit switches for the Containment Isolation Valve Room Gate, the Annulus
IFTS Support Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room Gate were not included during the
initial procedure development or subsequent review and revisions.

1

CORRECTIVE ACTION I

i
1

Upon discovery of the test deficiency, Operations initiated LCO 94-0547 to prevent opemtion ofIFTS l

moving irradiated fuel until proper testing was conducted. Procedure change notice CN 94-1816 was I

initiated on September 15,1994 to incorporate specific testing requirements for the Containment Isolation |

Valve Room Gate, the Annulus IFTS Suppon Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room Gate
position limit switches. The test was subsequently perfonned confinning operability of the subject limit i
switches.

LERs involving STP deficiencies with respect to Technical Specifications include LERs 92-014,93-002,93-
005,93-012,94-020. and 94-021. The root causes associated with these events involved ineffective I

'

development of the STPs. In geneml, limited scope corrective actions were taken to correct the deficiencies
in the affected STPs up to LER 93-012. At that point an in-depth review of all STPs was initiated to verify
that the Technical Specification requirements were being properly implemented. The corrective action taken

I

-
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following LER 93-012 has proven effective in enabling River Bend Station personnel to identify and correct
problems in STPs. The ongoing Technical Specification Review Project which identified this issue will i

continue the detailed review of River Bend Surveillance Test Procedures to ensure that these procedures are
adequate to fully implement the requirements of the Technical Specifications. I

i

In addition to the Technical Specification Review Project, existing corrective actions have also been
implemented at River Bend Station to address the adequacy of site procedures including the adequacy of
STPs. Interim actions have been implemented as pan of the Procedure Upgrade Project (PUP) as described
in a July 6,1994 letter to the NRC (RBG-40699). This plan includes the fonnation of an interim procedures
group and an assessment to determine which procedures require near-temi improvement using reponable
events, among other criteria, as inputs.

These interim actions are a precursor to improvement initiatives included in the I_ong Tenn Perfonnance
Improvement Plan. These initiatives include improving procedure quality and usability, improving
administmtive controls, streamlining and enhancing the procedure maintenance and change process, and i

establishing effective infonnation management systems.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT ;

The Technical Specification surveillance requirements for the operability test of the Containment Isolation
Valve Room Gate, the Annulus IFTS Support Room Gate, and the Fuel Building Mid-Suppon Room Gate

,

interlock function were not satisfied as a result of omitting the gate position limit switches. However, the
limit switches were verified to be functioning properly during the recent perfonnance of STP-055-0101. !

This provides assurance that the interlocks have been operable and capable of perfonning their design basis
function. |

Note: Enercy Industry Identification System (EIIS) Codes are identified in the text as (*XX*).
<
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