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1. LER HUMBER: 83-087/03L-0

11. LASALLE-COUNTY STATION: Unit I

lit. DOCKET NUMBER: 050-373

IV. EVENT DESCRIPTION:

On July 18, 1983 at 1137 hours with LaSalle Unit 1 in Start-up at a power
level of 332 MwT, all five turbine bypass valves went open due to work -
being done on the EHC system. The Motor Driven Reactor Feed Pump t ripped
on high level due to swell. Power was restored to the EHC system, bypass
valves closed, and reactor level stabilized at approximately -40". Bypass
valves once again opened due to CHC card movement. Reactor level dropped

to -50". PCIS isolations, HPCS, and RCIC were initiated and reactor water
level recove red . A cooldown rate of Il30F/hr occurred.

V. PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE OCCURRENCE:

The Reactor Protector System performed properly and control rods scrammed
at low reactor water level, +12.5". At -50" the HPCS diesel generator, HPCS
pump and RCIC system ini tiated as requi -ed. The HPCS and RCIC pumps restored
RPV level. The PCIS groups ini tiated at -50" reactor water level wi th the
exception of ICM027. Operators saw that ICM027 did not. auto-close with the
initiation signal and manually closed the valve successfully. Primary con-

tainment integrity was maintained. The ICM027 valve failure to close is
covered more extensively in LER 83-084/03L-0.

It was found through G.E. evaluation that the cooldown rate in slight ex-
cess of the 100 F/hr limit did not compromise the structural integrity of
The Reactor Pressure Vessel . The cooldown rate is more extensively covered
in LER 83-084/03L/0

Through the proper performance of the Reactor Protection System, Emergency
Core Cooling Systems, and Primary Containrent isolation Systems, safe plant
operation was maintained at all times.

VI. Due to loss of the -22 VDC power supply, when an inst rument mechanic re-
moved the -22 VDC power supply card while troubleshooting on the EHC system,
the bypass valves failed open. Loss of the -22 VDC supply caused feedback
to the operational 'ampli fier in 'the Bypass Valve Posi tion Uni t to be lost.
Loss of feedback causes the bypass valve fast acting solenoids to be ener-
gized, and the bypass valves go open. The bypass valve opening subsequently
caused alterations in reactor water level.

The cause of this occurrence was due to personnel error in interpretation
of the ef fects of removal of the -22 VOC supply.

Vll. CORRECTIVE ACTION:

While troubleshooting on the EHC system, supervisory personnel from the
Instrument Maintenance Department were on location. These people are the
plant personnel most knowledgeable of the EHC system on site. These super-

visory personnel were immediately aware of thei r oversight. This is an
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LER NUMBER: 83-087/03L-0

Vil: CORRECTIVE ACTION (Cont'd):

isolated incident. Instrument Maintenance personnel will be given addi-
tional indepth training on the EHC system and trainina on knowino the
consequences of troubleshooting on the EHC system. Re fe rence wil l be
made to this occurrence and the ef fects of removal of the -22VDC power
supply.

Prepared by: Kenne th J . Ka l mon

.
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N Commonwealth Edison* -*

) ~ RuralRouta #1. Box 220LaSalla County Nuclear Station jc
*

m, . ;v Marseilles, Illinois 61341
Telephone 815/357-6761.

August 15, 1983 '

Jarres G. Keppler
Regional Administrator
Region lil
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ,

799 Roosevelt Road '

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 ;

Dear Sir:

Reportable Occurrence Report #83-087/03L-0 Docket #050-373 is being submitted
to your of fice in accordance with LaSalle County Nuclear Power Station Techni-
cal Specification 6.6.B.2. (b), conditions leading to operation in a degraded
mode permitted by a limiting condition for operation or plant shutdown required
by a limiting condition for operation.

p.s. 8 $
| A G. J. Diederich

Superintendent
LaSalle County Station'

GJD/GW/rg

) Enclosure
j

cc: Director of Inspection & Enforcement'
,

| Director of Management In forma t ion & P rog ram Cont rol
! U.S. NRC Document Mangement Branch
! INPO-Records Center

Fi le/NRC
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