TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
CHATTANOOGA. TENNESSEE 37401
400 Chestnut Street Tower II

August 19, 1983

Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director
Uffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Denton:

In the Matter of the ) Docket No. 50-296
Tennessee Valley Authority )

This letter is to inform you of TVA's decision to commence an orderly shutdown
of unit 3 no later than September 6, 1983 for the purpose of inspecting piping
for possible cracking as a result of Intergranular Stress Corrosion Cracking
(IGSCC) in lieu of our presently scheduled November 11, 1983 shutdown.

In light of the increasing questions in the last few weeks and TVA's safety
first policy, we believe it would be prudent to shutdown and inspect the unit
to alleviate the doubts regarding piping integrity.

This decision is based on unit 3 not having any inspections which meet the
intent of IE Bulletins 82-03 or 83-02. The extent of our proposed inspection
on unit 3 has not yet been defined, however, we will stay in touch with NRC
regarding the extent of the examinations and evaluation of the results.

Very truly yours,
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

(
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1983.

Notary Publie

My Commission Expires Q'J' (5,14/

cc: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
ATTN: James P, C'Reilly, Regional Administrator
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. K. J. Clark
Browns Ferry Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
7920 Norfolk Avenue /;(3()’

Bethesda, Maryland 20814 I/D
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