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U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk

Washington, D.C, 20555
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River Bend Station = Unit |
: Docket No, 50-458

i Please find enclosed Supplement 1 to Licensee Bvent Report
" No, 90-023 for River Bend Station = Unit 1. This supplemental
»_ report 1is sutmitted to provide a status on the corrective action
» for this event.
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REPORTED CONDITION

At approximately 0730 on 05/23/90 with the plant at 100 percent power
(Operational Condition 1), the Auxiliary Building Operator discovered
that the annulug ventilation radiation monitor (*RA*) 1RMS*REiIlA was
inoperative. The Operator reported this discovery to control room
personnel who observed that control room indication of 1RMS*RE11A
erronecusly indicated that it was operable., This was due to the
failure of the sample pump flow switch (*FIS*) to actuate, The
erroneous indicaticn was corrected when an operator tapped the sample
pump flow switch. Following the discovery of the erronecus control
room indication, the operating logs were reviewed, This review showed
that 1RMS*REl1lA was last operable on 05/20/90. Log entries for
05/21/90 and 05/22/90 indicated that the instrument was inoperable,
according to local indication. Technical Specification 3,3,2, table
3,3.2.1=-1.3.d, action 29 requires that the annulus mixing and standby
gas treatment (SGTS) (*BH*) systems be started within one hour of the
failure of IRMS*RE11A. Therefcore, this report is submitted pursuant
to 10CFR50,73(a) (2) (i) (b) as cperation prohibited by the Technical
Specifications.

INVESTIGATION

The investigation revealed three conditions which contributed to the
failure to implement the T8 actions, First, the flow switch failed to
actuate, resulting in the erroneous reading in the control room.
Second, two Operators, one on each of two separate days, 05/21/90 and
05/22/90, did not notify the Unit Operator or Control Operating
Foreman (COF) upon detection of the off-normal readings. Third, the
off-normal readings which were recorded and circled in red on the logs
by the Operators, were not noticed by the COFs who reviewed the logs.
Note that review by tne COF usually occurs late in the shift,
approximately 8 to 10 hours after the eguipment is checked.

Therefore, it is not likely that review by the COFs would have
prevented this event, However, 1f either COF had identified the
inoperable equipment, the duration of the non-compliance with the T8
could have been shortened.

The roct cause of this event was the failure of the radiation monitor
sAample pump and the failure of the sample pump flow switch to actuate.
The failure of the flow switch denied the control room operators the
indication needed to confirm the operability status of the sample
pump .

A similar event involving different radiation monitors was reported in
LER 85-015. In this case the sample pumps for both of the control

room ventilation local intake radiation monitors (*RA¥*) (1RMS*RE]13A&B)
tripped due to an electrical transient. Technical Specificatien table
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3/4.,3.7.1~1,1.a requires the initiation of ths ontrol roon
ventilation system {*VI*) 1in its merget mode within one hour of the
logs I the minimum numbel f channels require fon perability of the
radiation monitors. In this event botl imple pumps remained off for
about 1 hours,
The subject event f this LER bea: i uperficial similarity to tw
additional LERs, B88-013 and 88«0 . In both events, the operator did
not recognize the regquireméent to initiate the annulas mixing and
standby gas treatment (8§ - A*BHY) tems as reguired by T
This LER, while addressir the same TS reguirement has a different
root cause, In this 1se, the Unit Operator never lLad an opportunity
tO enter the actior statement because he was not iware E the
inoperable status of the radiation monitor,
The Operation $§ t i Py edure, P=012, "D ly L.og LReport", has been
revised to identify important plant equipment with an asterisk, If an
out of specification or ff-normal reading i ted, the Operator 1
required ¢ immediatels ntact the COF.
Modifications to address Technical Specification related monitor
operabllity are not warranted at thi time ., A MOGQlilcation request
(MR) B88-0293 hags been initiated and may I nsidered in the future
should an en! ement ¢ warranted.
Al . B ’
SAFETY ASSESSMENT
During the period of time that IRMS*RE}11A wa It O3 rvice,
redundant radiation monitor was i lable, rherefore, thi vent 1d
not adversel A L1 t the healt! X 1fet I the | e
NOTE : Energy Industi entif t 1 v et ¥ ' T ¢ identifi y
the t¢ 4 L [ ® X '|.
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