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Description of Event

On March 18, 1983, with Unit 1 at 96% power, the Axial Flux
Difference (AFD) went less than -5Z from target and accumulated one
penalty minute. This event is reportable pursuant to T.S. 6.9.1.9.b.

Probable Consequences of Occurrence

Since the AFD target was restored to within 57 of the target band
in accordance with the requirements of T.S. 3.2.1 the public health and
safety were not affected.

Cause of Event

This event was caused by the difficulty in establishing a stable
AFD target in a new core during the initial ramp to 100%Z power. Initial
flux mapping resulted in setting the target flux at a high value which
resulted in subsequent operation in the lower part of the band. Flux
maps taken afterwards as the core reiched equilibrium resulted in the
AFD target being set at a lower value

Several contributing causes to this event include the following:
incorrect current values had been calculated and utilized to calibrate
Excore Channel N-44 after the 50% full core flux map had been completed
(these incorrect current values caused N-44 to read lower than the other
three excore channels and out of the target band a substantial portion
of the time); operation personnel were maintaining the AFD somewhat
lower than target in preparation for the upcoming 100%Z power full core
flux map and control of AFD was limited because of ramp rate rod
withdrawal limitations (3 steps per hour). Excore Channel N-43
indicated out of the target band and penalty minutes began to accumulate
(two excore channels out of the +/-5% target band are required for
penalty minutes to accumulate).

Immediate Corrective Action

The AFD was brought within the target band within one minute by
lowering RCS average temperature. Subsequently, a full core flux map
was taken at 957 power and new current values for all four nuclear power
range detectors obtained. The power range detectors were recalibrated
and a lower AFD target calculated from the 957 power flux map was
obtained.

Scheduled Corrective Action

None required
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Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence

None required

Generic Implications

There are no generic implications to this event.



