€ K MoCoy Geoigla Power
May 3, 1991

Docket Nos. 50-424 ELV-02711
50-425

U. §. Nuclear Ro?ulutory Commission
ATIN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

VOGTLE EL[CTRIC GENERATING PLANT

In accordance with the provisions of 10 CFR 50.80 and 10 CFR 50.59,
Georgia Power Company (GPC) hereby proposes to amend the Vogtle Electric
Generating Plant (VEGP) Units 1 and 2 Technical Specifications, Appendix A
10 Operating Licenses NPF-68 and NPF-B].

The proposed revision to Technical Specification 3.6.3, "Containment
Isolation Valves," will allow those valves associated with the containment
hydrogen monitors to be opened on an intermittent basis under administra-
tive control. This will facilitate surveillance of the containment
hydroger monitors pursuant to the requirements of Technical Specification
4.6.4.]1 as well as facilitate testing of the post-accident sampling
system.

The proposed change and its basis are described in Enclosure 1. An eval-
uation pursuant to 10 CFR 50.92 showing that the proposed change does not
involve a significant hazards consideration is provided as Enclosure 2.
Instructions for incorporation of the proposed change into the Technical
Specifications and a mark-up of the affected page is provided as Enclosure
3. In addition, a mark-up of the affected FSAR pages is included fuv
informational purposes as Enclosure 4. GPC requests approval of the

} roposed change by August 1, 199].

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.91, the designated state official will te
sent a copy of this letter and all enclosures.
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ENCLOSURE 1

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION CHANGE
OPENING OF CONTAINMENT ISOLATION VALVES TO FACILITATE
CALTBRATION OF THE CONTAINMENT KYDROGEN MONITORS

BASLS FOR PROPOSED CHANGE

Proposed Change

The proposed change to the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant (VEGP) Unit |
and Unit 2 Technical Specifications will modify specification 3.6.3 to
allow intermittent opening of the containment isolation valves associated
with the containment hydrogen monitors., Opening of the subject
containment isolation valves will be controlled by administrative
procedures and will facilitate surveillance of the containment hydrogen
moniters pursuant to the requirements of Technical Specification 4.6.4.1,
In addition, the proposed change will facilitate testing of the
post-accident sampling system (PASS). The proposed change provides the
corrective action discussed in our letter ELV-02446, dated February 8,
1991 in reply to the NRC Notice of Violation issued January 11, 199],

Basis

Technical Specification 4.6.4.1 currently requires that the containment
hydrogen monitors be demonctrated operable by the performance of & channel
check at least once per 12 hours, an analog channel operational test at
least once per 3] days, and a channel calibration at least once per 92
days on a staggered test basis using sample gas containing one volume
percent hydrogen, balance nitrogen, and four volume percent hydrogen,
balance nitrogen.

Georgia Power Company (GPC) maintains that the technically proper method
of performing the required quarterly channel calibration invelves opening
the containment isolation valves associated with the hydrogen monitors.
This allows verification of the flowpath as well as the flowrate delivered
by the hydrogen monitor pump. Furthermore, testing of the PASS with
respect to sampling the containment atmosphere requires that these valves
be opened. Specification *.6.3 requires that the containment isolation
valves remain operable whilc in Modes 1, 2, 3, and 4. However, opening of
the containment isolation valves associated with the containment hydrogen
monitors while in Mode, 1, 2, 3, and 4 to perform the survei)lance
requirements of Techrical Specification 4.6.4.1 requires that al) of the
sub;ect valves be veclared inoperable. This results in a plant
configuration not allowed by the Technical Specifications due to the
reﬁuiromont of Specification 3.6.3 that at least one isolation valve in an
affected penetration, inboard or outboard, remain operable. Consequently,
if this condition cannot be met, the provisions of Specification 3.0.3
become applicable.
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ENCLOSURE 1 (CONT'D)

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION CHANGE
OPENING OF CONTAINMENT [SOLATION VALVES TO FACILITATE
CALIBRATION OF THE CONTAINMENT HYDROGEN MONITORS

BASIS FOR _PROPOSED CHANGE

During the development of the Unit ]| Technical Specifications and prior to
the issuance of the Unit ] Operating License, the table of containment
fsolation valves, which appears in the Westinghouse Standard Technical
Specifications, NUREG-0452, Draft Revision 5, as Table 3.6-1, was
relocated from the Unit 1 Technica! Specifications to Table 16.3-4 of the
FSAR. This table, as 1t appears in the Standard Technical Specifications,
contains a footnote which would allow certain valves to be opened
periodically under administrative cortrol. However, when this table was
relocated to the FSAR, this footnote was not included. Addition of a note
to Specification 3.6.3 allowing intermittent opening of the containment
fsolation valves associated with the hydrogen monitors i1s consistent with
the intent of the Westinghouse Stanuard Technical Specifications.
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ENCLOSURE 2 (CONT'D)

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION CHANGE
OPENING OF CONTAINMENT 1SOLATION VALVES TO FACILITATE
CALIBRATION OF THE CONTAINMENT HYDROGEN MONITORS

10 CER 50.92 EVALUATION

Specification 3.6.3 requires that the containment isolation valves remain
operable while in Modes 1, 2, 3, and 4. However, opening of the containment
isolation valves associated with the containment hydrogen monitors while in
Modes 1, 2, 3, and 4 to perform the surveillance requirements of Technica)
Specification 4.6.4.] requires that al)l of the subject valves be dec)ared
inoperable. This results in a plant configuration not allowed by the
Technical Specifications due to the requirement of Specification 3.6.3 that
at least one {1solation valve in an affected penetration, inboard or
cutboard, remain operable. Consequently, if this condition cannot be met,
the provisions of Specification 3.0.3 become applicable,

During the development of the Unit 1 Technical Specifications and prior to
the issuance of the Unit | Operating License, the table of containment
isolation valves, which appears 1. the Westinghouse Standard Technical
Specifications, NUREG-0452, Draft Revision 5, as Table 3.6-1, was relocated
from the Unit 1 Technical Specificatioss to Table 16.3-4 of the FSAR. The
table, as it appears in the Standard Technical Specifications, contains a
footnote which would allow certain valves to be opened periodically under
administrative control. Mowever, when this table was relocated to the FSAR,
this footnote was not included. The addition of a note to Techrical
Specification 3.6.3 allowing opening of the containment isolation valves
associfated with the containment hydrogen monitors is consistent with the
intent of the Westinghouse Standard Technical Specifications.

The hydrogen monftoring system is designed as a Class 1E, Seismic Category |
system, and is designed to retain its 1ntogr1t5 and operability under all
conditions following a design basis accident (DBA). Therefore, the practice
of opening the subject containment isolation valves poses no additional risk
since the containment hydrogen monitoring system has been demonstrated to be
capable of withstanding the post-accident enviroument inside containment.

In addition, the essential portions of the PASS are designed to Seismic
Category 1 requirements and the PASS is designed to function under
post-accident conditions.

Furthermore, the post accident processing system, which includes the
containment hydrogen monitoring system and the PASS, is subject to regular
leakage assessment pursuant to lechnical Specification 6.7.4.4.5 to reduce
lelka?o from those portions of systems outside containment that could
contain highly radioactive fuids during serious transients or accidents.
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ENCLOSURE 2 (CONT'D)

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION CHANGE
OPENING OF CONTAINMENT ISOLATION VALVES TO FACILITATE
CALIBRATION OF THE CONTAINMENT HYDROGEN MONITORS

10 CFR 50.92 EVALUATION

to safety nor has any new limiting single failure been identified as a
result of the proposed change. Therefore, the proposed change does not
create the possibility of - vew or different kind of accident previously
evaiuated in the FSAR,

3. The margin of safety provided in the bases to any Technical Specification
is not si?ntficnntly reduced because the post-accident processing system,
which includes the containment hydrogen moritors and the PASS, has been
demonstrated to be cugub\e of withstanding the post-accident environment
inside containment. Therefore, containment integrity will not be
adversely impacted. Opening of the containment isolation valves
associated with the containment hydrogen monitors on an intermittent
basis under administrative control is consistent with the intent of the
Westinghouse Standard Technical Specifications. Therefore, the current
Tevel of safety associated with containment integrity and with the
containment hydrogen monitors will not be diminisned by the proposed
Technical Specification revision.

Based on the preceding discussion, GPC has concluded that the proposed

revision to the Technical Specifications does not involve a significant
hazards consideration as defined by 10 CFR 50.92 (c).
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