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Intervenor-Observer Ellen Spilka

Observation Point WESPAC - Westchester People's

Action Coalition
255 Grove Street, White Plains

Time of Observation 10:00 am - 5:10 pm
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Debbie Bobson called from Liberty Bus Lines. Said both she and the FEMA
representative also there were ready to leave, as the people at the bus
company said they were not sending out thec Peekskill bus because of the
train strike.

D. Bobson called back with information that a bus was leaving Liberty soon.
The bus company had been waiting for the vice-president to show up before
sending out any buses.

Called the Rumor Control number - a taped message informed me that an
"incident" had occurred at Indian Point at around 7 am that morning; there
had been no release of radiation and there was no danger to the public.

Con Ed was trying to fix the problem. All schoolchildren in Westchester,
Rockland, and Putnam Counties within ten miles of the plant had been sent
home, and all schoolchildren within five miles in Rockland County. I was
informed by someone staffing the phone that the tape would be updated as
necessary and had already been updated several times by 11:15, when I first
called.

Called Portchester-Kye Volunteer Ambulance Corps (VAC) to ask if they had
received notification of the drill, if they had received any special
instructions, what they were, and if they had followed them. An answering
service picked up after four rings; the woman there told me that no one
would be in until 2:00 pm, and that if an ambulance was needed between 8 am
and 2 pm, I should call the local police station.

Called Portchester Police Department. Spoke with Capt. Se'ia, who said he
had not been notified per se, but there may have been a notice that he did
not see. He only knew what he had read in the paper.

Called City of Rye Police Department, which is responsible for ambulance
dispatching if within ite jurisdiction. Asked Officer McCibe if he knew
about the drill. He replied, "Of course!" He “couldn't talk" about whether
they had received or carried out any special instructionms.

Called Town of Rye Police Department. Sgt. Santoro tcld me that they knew
about the drill and that they had received some special instructions; he
wouldn't tell me what they had been doing. He told me *that if they become
"involved, then there would be paperwork, and then it will become public."
Until then, he said, he could not give me any information.

Called Pound Ridge Lions VAC. Jeri Fallon, the dispatcher, did not know
anything about the drill, even though she would be the first person contacted
if an ambulance was needed for any reason.

Called Scarsdale VAC, which turned out tc be the Police Department. Spoke
with FPolice Aide Novelli, who said he had been notified of the dril'. Referred
me to the records department. Someone there said there had been teletypes on
the drill, but thev hadn't received instructions. Referred to Sgt. Merkel,
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who had been notified of the drill by the County Police. No special
instructions had been given, but they would get a call if the situation got
worse and there was a need for them to respond.

11:55 Called Somers Volunteer Fire Department (VFD). A Yorktown Police Officer
answers during the day. Referred me to the non-emergency number. Spoke to
Mrs. Stipo, who was officially notified of the drill by a notice to the fire
chief. Told me that at home, she had been sent the wrong "Indian Point,
Emergency Planning, and You" booklet -- she had been sent one for Putnam
County, where she does not live.

12:03 Called Tarrytown VAC. Spoke with Sgt. Herguth, who said he had been notified
of the drill officially, by the hotline ari the teletype. They are not
within the ten-mile emergency planning zone (EPZ), but had received special
instructions, which he could not talk about.

12:10 Celled Rumor Control. The tape told me that most parks had been closed, and
the Bear Mountain Bridge was closed in both directions. All roads within a
4-5 mile radius were closed, and all transit service had been suspended.
All schools in the EPZ had been closed, and "unnecessary telephone and road
use should be ceased." Residents were advised to stay tuned to their local
EBS station for further information.

12:13 Called Valhalla Police Station. Spoke with Police Officer Walton, who was
very suspicious and did not want to speak with me. Told me that the number
I had called was the Mount Pleasant Police Department, and that he was very
busy and he "can't talk right now." He did not want to answer any questions
and insisted that if I wanted information, I must come to the station and
identify myself. Then I would be able to make an appointment to talk to the
Chief or the lieutenant. He hung up on me befcre [ had a chance to respond.

12:45 Called Verplanck Fire Department (site of the Media Center). Spoke with
Chief Burns, who had received special instructions and followed them by
simulating evacuation of two people from a nursing home to Northern
Westchester Hospital, and that was all as of 12:45. Still on standby when
I spoke to him.

12:50 Called Yonkers VAC. No one there; was referred to the Police Department.
They referred me to the Chair of the VAC, Robert Johnson. He had not been
notified of the drill, but the Captain of the VAC had. Mr. Johnson had
received notice of training of ambulance personnel, which was conducted by
the Radiological Emergency Preparedness Group at Hastings VAC. 25 members
of the Yonkers VAC had participated in this training, which was held the night
before the drill.

1:20 Called Yorktown Police Department. Sgt. Matthews told me that they had been
involved with the drill from the beginning, that they had received and followed
special instructions, which he said he could not divulge over the phone. He
told me they would be issuing a news release after the drill wes over (I do not
know if they ever did.).

1:40 Called Rumor Control. The taped message had changed again. There had been a
release of radiation, and evacuation was advised for people within 2 miles
and out to five miles north of the plant. Sheltering was advised for those
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5-10 miles north. The tape gave the numbers of the Emergency Response
Planning Areas (ERPAs) to be evacuated and sheltered, by county. It also
advised that those evacuating should refer to their emergency planning
Lrochure or listen to their EBS for further instructions, and that those
sheltering should remain indoors, close all windows and doors, put out all
fires, and go to the basement, if there is one.

Throughout the remainder of the afternoon, I called the rumor control
number four more times. By 3:20, more ERPAs had been added to the list of those
that should evacuate or shelter, and a message saying that if people were away from
home, they should go to the nearest large building and stay there. The tape did
not change again.

I also monitored radio stations in the area for information, especially WFAS
and WABC, both of which were supposed to be EBS stations. Neither transmitted any
EBS messages, although WABC did broadcast several news stories about the drill.
WCBS broadcast a story about the drill, on the average, every forty-five minutes.

Summary
In general, the level of knowledge of the police officers and ambulance

workers I spoke vith seemed to be pretty similar. Most knew about the drill, and
most would not tell me if they had received instructions and/or followed them. I
am not convinced that the people in these roles would be aBle to carry out their
duties based on their activities pertaining to the drill. I believe that under
real emergency circumstances, the air of calm that most exhibited would disappear
very quickly, and that the actual implementation of the plans would most likely not
go as smoothly as the drill seemed to.

Plans on paper are one thing; whether or not they can work is another. I
do not feel that emergency workers will put the public before their own families
in dealing with a nuclear accident. In addition, I do not be’ieve that people
will cooperate fully with authorities. I think that people who are told to shelter
themselves will attempt to evacuate, therccy clogging roads which will already be
seriously crowded. People will try to get home to get their families together, or
go to schools to get their children, regardless of the instructions in the emergency
planning brochure.

There is also the problem of public education and preparedness. The drill did
not test the public's ability to respond, which is largely dependent on the information
contained in the "Indian Point, Emergency Planning, and You" brochures. One woman I
spoke with said that she had received the wrong brochure. If there had been an
accident, she would not have known where to go.

In addition to these problems, there is also the fact that almost 20 million
people live within sixty miles of Indian Point. Radiationdoes not stop at ten miles.
As a resideat of New York City, provisions are not made for either my family or
myself, yet I live only about 35 miles away from the plant. While I have serious
doubts about whether any emergency plans for Indian Point can work, I believe it is
useless to talk about emergency planning for an accident at Indian Point unless
the people of New York City are included.

Respectfully submitted,
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