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TESTIMONY OF RICHARD H. BOWER

My name is Richard H. Bower, I live at 38

Maplewood Boulevard, Suffern, N.Y. 10901

I testified previously on March 22, 1983. My

resums is therefore already in the record.

I observed the March 9 Exercise by visiting the

Rockland County EOC from 8:10 AM to the end of the exer-

cise.

We were many of us ready to enter the E00 before

8:10 AM but were unable to do so because the State Police

had not set up their admission checking table. When they

did so we had not received our identification badges even

though our pictures had been taken. To this day I have not

received an identification badge. If we had reason to do so

it would either be necessary to have someone wasted by

stationing that person at the door.,who could personally

identify those of us who would be on duty inside upon call.
I am Ambulance Coordinator for Rockland County.

The Ambulance Service desk was covered on March

9 by personnel from New York State, Albany, George Johnson

and Charles , Director of EMS from the NYState

Health Department, I believe.

In reporting to the Disaster Coordinator over the

PA, the Ambulance Coordinator announced that within an

hour he could provide 100 ambulances to assist. The

Rockland County Sheriff who was on the floor immediately

challenged the figure and a*sked where the ambulances would

be coming from. If from neighboring counties he questioned

wouldn't they be needed in their own counties? The reply
,
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from the State manned desk was "Not if they don't

declare an emergency". If an emergency wasn't declared we

wouldn't need them either!.
The point is that the plan to move in other rigs

isn't all that simple. Depending on the conditions, aid could

be sent from the north if the release of radiation had not yet

started but an evacuation preliminary to it was in operation.

Rigs should not totally desert their own area and wouldn't.

We might get some assistance but it's hard to see how it
would be 100. We certainly would hope our immediate neighbors

would not leave themselves unprotected from a wind shift, or

from accidents caused in the wake of the self avacuating.

We in Rockland are in no position to call on help

from New Jersey until the New York Governor has, declared an

emergency and requested the aid of the G.ciernor of New Jer-

sey. Even so - we do not know that the Jersey rivers have

received training, have any dosimeters, protective clothing

or breathing apparatus. We haven't enough dosimeters our-

selves nor protective equipment.

We haven't radio contact with services in New Jer-

sey. Help'for us would have to go through the New York
,

State Health Department contacting the New Jersey Health

Department. We do have a local agreement with Mahwah to

cover for each other right now, not for just a radiological

emergency.

Rigs from further away would need time to gas up

and get here. However better planning should be arranged.
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If a rig leaves to help it should call on the next
,

furthest away corps to stand by to fill the gap. Help

should move up rather than coming from afar, as the fire

corps practise it. This is arranged through our Mutual Aid

plans. Very few people in that EOC on March 9 could

believe that 100 ambulances were being sent to Rockland

within an hour's time.

Lt. Governor Alfred Del Bello visited our EOC on the

day of the exercise. At the time we were looking at some

dosimeters, small, pen shaped, and he admitted he had no

idea how to use one or what it read.
A note on the rearrangement of the EOC tables.

The new system, turning the furniture 180 degrees is better

on the Coordinator but due to the several doors at one end
of the room it would appear that there is now no place to

set up the large map for all to see. During the exercise
the map was not visible to many since it hung on a side

wall.

Exercises such as that on March 9 provide no real .

practise. In our ambulance training we would never leave

j so much undone. I believe from my experience with training

that some sections should be called upon to actually get

out and mobilize the way we did for Civil Defense during
,

i
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World War II. Take a sector and say a plume is going to

pass over it and practise the wh. ole scenario of a real

| mobilization of the various services.
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