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i Northem States Power Company
I .

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis. Minnesota 55401 1927
Telephone (612) 330-5500

April 26, 1991 10 CFR Part 50
Section 50.73

U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

PRAIRIE ISiAND NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
Docket Nos, 50-282 License Nos. DPR-42

50-306 DPR-60

Discovery That Certain Piping Inspections Are Not Being
Made As Reautred by ASME Section XI Due to Personnel Error

The 1.icensee Event Report for this occurrence is attached.

Please contact us if you require additional information related to this event.
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Thomas M Parker
Manager

a Nuclear Support Services

c: Regional Administrator Region III, NRC
NRR Project Manager, NRC
Senior Resident Inspector, NRC
HPCA

Attn: Dr J W Ferman
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Water Operational Pressure Test, was undergoing review in preparation for
routine performance of the procedure. During the review, the system engineer
noticed that a portion of the required testing was missing from the procedure.
The procedure requires a walkdown inspection of cooling water piping in Unit 1
containment, but does not require inspection of cooling water piping in Unit 2
containment, as it should. On March 28, 1991, the ASME Section XI Test
Coordinator reviewed the program for similar deficiencies and found that
inspection of auxiliary feedwoter piping in Unit 2 containment had also been
omitted. These tests are required to be performed every 31/3 years.

After discovery, work requests were written to perform the omitted
inspections. These inspections were completed on April 5, 1991; no problems
were identified.-

Cause of the event was personnel error; there was inadequate review of
procedures.

The procedure for administering, the ASME Section XI Program will be revised to
include the requirement for a second 1cvel review of all program additions,
deletions and interpretations.
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

'

On March 27, 1991, both units were opera' ting at full power. SP1168.8, Cooling
Water Operational Pressure Test, was undergoing review in preparation for
routine performance of the procedure. During the review, the system engineer
noticed that a portion of the required testing was missing from the procedure.
The procedure requires a walkdown inspection of cooling water piping in Unit 1
containment, but does not require inspection of cooling water piping in Unit 2
containment, as it should. On March 28, 1991, the ASME Section X1 Test
Coordinator reviewed the program for similar deficiencies and found that-

inspection of auxiliary feedwater piping in Unit 2 containment had also been
omitted. These tests are required to be performed every 31/3 years.
After discovery, work requests were written to perform the omitted
inspections. These inspections were completed on April 5, 1991; no problems
were identified.

Note that this was'not an event that presented itself to the plant operators.
It was an administrative event and therefore there is no discussion of the
event from the perspective of the operator.

CAUSE OF THE EVENT

Cause of the event was personnel error; there was inadequate review of
procedures.

ANALYSIS OF THE EVENI

The purposes of the piping inspection are to detect component leakage and to
verify operability of pipe supports and restraints.

Leakage would have been detected by any of several other means. For example:

The 10 year hydrostatic test was performed on the subject cooling water
piping in 1985 and again during the 1990 refueling outage following,
modification work.

The 10-year hydrostatic test was performed on the subject auxiliary
feedwater piping in 1985.

Routine monthly inspections of containment are performed. These
inspections include visual examination for leakage. Leakage from piping
in containment would be noticed during these inspections.
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Containment fan coil unit condensate collection pots are monitored-
routinely by operators on their rounds to detect any leakagc that
results in high-humidity in containment, and cooling water leakage at
the fan coil units themselves. The collection pots also have a high
level alarm that annunciates in the control room.

L Containment sump pump run times are also monitored to detect leakage in
containment.'

I:

Because of these other means of leak detection and because no problems were
discovered when the required inspections were completed on April 5, 1991,
there was no adverse effect on public health and safety,

f This event is being reported pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B) since omission
of the required testing is a violation of Technical Specifications 4.2.

! CORRECTIVE ACTION
1-

L- Upon discovery of the-inadequate procedure on March 27th, a thorough review of
',

the program was made by the ASME Section XI Coordinator. On March 28th, a
further deficiency in inspection of auxiliary feedwater piping was identified.

L Work requests:were written to perform the inspections of those sections of
| cooling water and- auxiliary feedwater piping that had not been properly

inspected. The inspections.were completed on April 5,.1991.l

All operating pressure test procedure.? were reviewed by a quality control
special.ist familiar with the plant's ASME Section XI Program. The specialist

L
-was instructed to verify that all tests were completed as required,-that all-

*

! sections of piping and valves were included in the tests and that they were
|. adequately described, and that all-program requcsts for relief had been
j. properly implemented. This review detected documentation weaknesses, but,no
' other missed inspections or testo were uncovered. All recommendations made as,

a result of the review will be incorporated into the affected procedures
| before they are again used.

The procedure for administering the ASME Section XI Program will be revised to
include the requirement for a second level review -of all program additions, .

deletions-and interpretations.
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MILED COMPONENT IDENTIFICATION
'

'

None,

PREVIOUS SIMIIARlVJHIS ,

The only similar event reported previously was Unit 1 LER 90 015 in which
Section XI tests were omitted from procedures during the revision process.
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