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LER 83-05

EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

During a major maintenance outage with the core off-loaded, the Reactor
Building ventilation system isolated and emergency ventilation system
initiated due to a release of radioactive contaminates in the Reactor
Building ventilation system. The systems all operated in accordance with
Tech. Spec. Table 3.6.2j. The radioactive contaminates, fission and
corrosion products, were released when the Reactor Water Cleanup System's
filter sludge tank overflowed. The quantity and activity of the release
to the Reactor Building could not be accurately determined because of

the area of distribution within the Reactor Building. Based on stack
effluent monitoring, there was no release from the Station. LER 82-03
reported a similar experience.

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The cause of this event was the failure of the cleanup filter sludge tank
level indicator. The cleanup system, which has been in dry layup for
several months, was being filled, and the cleanup filters were being
flushed into the filter sludge tank. The corrective actions stated in
LER 82-03 were fulfilled, ie., the tank was pumped down and the air supply
to the bubbler indicator was checked, and the indication appeared to be
working. Flushing was done in short steps while an operator observed the
indicator with instructions to ston the flushing operation at 30% full.
At an indication of 26% full, the vank overflowed through the vent line
into the Reactor Building ventilation duct, causing the duct radiation
monitors to alarm, isolate normal ventilation and initiate the emergency
ventilation system,

The Control Room operators ordered a Reactor Building evacuation and the
flushing operation was immediately secured. The contaminated water leaked
out of the ducting and spread to several locations in the Reactor Building.
No one was contaminated by the incident.

The future action to prevent reoccurrence will be to require level indicator
calibration prior to adding water to the filter sludge tank. Modifications
to improve the system will also be investigated.



