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Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)
April 12, 1991
MP-91-313

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission i
'

Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF-49
Docket No. 50-423 |

1Licensee Event Report 91-007-00

Gentlemen: j

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 91-007-00 required to be submitted within i

thirty (30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i), any operation or condition prohibited |
by the plant's Technical Specifications.

1

Very truly yours. |
NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

e

Stephe$|M 'n E kcaceum
Director, Millstone Station

SES/VRJ:tp

Attachment: LER 91-007-00

cc: T. T. Martin, Recion 1 Administrator
W. J. Raymond,' Senior Resident inspector, Millstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
D. H. Jaffe, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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On March 14,1991, at 0145 hours, while shutdown in Mode 6 (Refuehngh a nonheensed operator (PEO)
observed that the temporary sample pump associated with the inoperable Engineered Safeguards Features (ESP)
Buildmg Gaseous Effluent radiation momtor 3HVQ'RE44, had been turned olf. This violates the conunuous
samphng compensatory acuon requirement of Plant Techmcal Specificauon 3.3.3.10.b. The PEO was
performing the process and sample flow rate esumate suneillance required in support of the inoperable radiation
monitor.

Root cause of the event is procedural noncomphance due to a cognitive failure. The Chemistry Techracian
assigned to perform gas samphng for Noble gases did not restore the temporary sample pump to seruce followmg
suneillance compleuon at approximately 2300 hours, on March 13th. Procedural deficiency is a contributmg
cause in that the associated Chemistry surveillance procedure did not contam positive guidance requirements for
returning the temporary sample pump to service.

The immediate corrective acuan was to turn on the temporary sample pump. The Chemistry Techmcian was
counseled on procedural comphance and attenuon to detail. Procedural guidance in the apphcable Chemistr>
Department surveillance has been strengthened.
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1. Descrmtion of Us ent

On March 14,1991, at 0145 hours, while shutdown for refuehng (Mode M. at 47 degrees Fahrenheit
and atmosphene pressure, a non-hcensed operator (PEO) obsened that the temporary sample pump
auociated unh the inoperable Engineered Safeguards Features (ESF) Building Gaseous Effluent radiation
monitor 3HVO'RE4% had been turned off. The PEG was performing the proceu and sample flow rate
esumate surveillance as pan of the compensatory actions required by Plant Techmcal Specificauon
3.3.3,10.b. while the radiation momtor is moperable. Plant Technical Specihtation 3.3.3.10.b also
stipulates that samples shall be conunuously collected with auxiharv samphng equipment for prescribed
durations and analyzed for pnncipal gamma emitters (reference ACTION 35). With the sample nump
off, continuous samples were not collected m accordance with ACTION 35 of the referenced Technical
Specihcanon.

On March 12,1991 at 1325 hours, dunng the refuehng outage, the Shift Supervisor (SS) declared
3HYO'RE4u inoperable due to erratic operation, and invoked the compensaton actions required by
Techmcal Specification 3.3.3.10.b. On March 13,1091, at 2252 hours, a Chemistr> Techmetan imuated
gas samphng for Noble Gases m accordance with the departmental suneillance procedure for the
moperable radiauon momtor. The Chemistr> Techrucian exited the area at approximately 2300 hours.
As part of the samphng evolution, the temporary sample pump is turned off to allow sample retneval and
then turned on after compleuon of the sampling evoluuon

At approximatel) 0145, on March 13, 1991, the PEO assigned to perform the process and sample flow
rate esumates observed that the sample pump had been turned off. Upon dhcoser), the PEO
immediately contacted shilt management personnel and was mstructed to turn the temporary sample
pump back on. No other immediate acuons were required or imtiated. The event duration was
approximately 3 hours.

11. Cause of Frent

Root cause of the event is procedural noncompliance due to a cogmuve failure. Based on the
insesugation performed, the Chemtstry technician did not turn on the temporary sample pump followmp
surveillance completion.

Procedural deficiency is a contributing cause in that the associated Chemistry surveihance procedure does
not contain posnive guidance requirements for returmng the temporary sample pump to service.
Guidance for restonng the temporar) sample pump was provided as a note rather than an actual
procedure f restoration) step.
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111. An A+ of Event

This esent is reportable pursuant to the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ih as an event or cond; tion
prohibited by the Plant Technical Specificauons. When 3HVO'RE49 is declared inoperable, Plant
Technical Specification 3.3.3.10,b requires that grab samples be performed within 12 hours and analyzed
for radioactivity within 24 hours - ACTION 34. In addition, (within 12 hours after declaring the
radiation momtor inoperable) samples are required to be collected continuously for periods of seven days
and analyzed for principal gamma emitters - ACTION 35. and process and sample flow rates are
required to be estimated at least once every 4 nour6 - ACTION 36. Effluent samples were not bemp

| collected continuously while the temporary sample was turned off. Therefore, the requirements of-
Technical Specification 3.3.3.10.b, ACTION 35, were not completely fulfilled. |

For the event duration, plant conditions did not significantly change nor were any evolutions ongoing. I

which would have created the potenual for mereased radiauon levels m the gaseous effluent stream,
ongomg. Samples abtained pnor to and lollowmg the event also indicated radiauon levels within hmits
and below hlinimum Detectable Activity (h!DAh The potential for the esent to go undetected for an
extended period of time was minimized due to the situational surseillance in effect, which required
process and temporary sample flow rate estimates at least once every 4 hours. Therefore, this event
posed no significant safety consequences and did not pose any risk to the health and safet) of the pubhc.

IV. Corrective Action -

The immediate corrective action was to turn on the temporary sample pump to reinitiate continuous
sampimg of_ the ESF Buildmg gaseous effluent path.

The Chemistry Technician has received counseling with regards to following procedures and attention to
detail. Procedural guidance in the applicable Chemistry Department surveillance has been strengthened.
The Chemistry Department shall renew (and rense as required) other departmental procedures used to
satisfy Technical Specification ventilation radiation monitor compensatory actions by June 30, 1991.

V. Additional Information -

There have been no similar events with the same root cause and underlying concerns.

EIIS Code <

Systems
Radiation hionitoring System - IL

Comnonents
. Radiation Alonitor - NION
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