Cooper Indusiries
Cooper-Besseme: Reciprocn'ng Products Divisior
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COOPER

April 5, 1991
Qur Ret: QCG-8056

U.S. Nuclear Reguiatory Commission

Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Attn: Director of Inspection and Enforcement
One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Sir

On March 27, 1891, Mr. Walter Haass was notified by telephone of a
10 CFR Part 21 condition that exists at the Houston Lighting and Power
South Texas Power Plant involving standby diesel/generator fuel nozzle
tips. The purpose of this letter is 1o provide written notification and a
preliminary status report

The Nuclear Engineering Manager of Cooper-Bessemer (C-B)
Reciprocating was notified by telephone of an emergency diesel
generator failure on or about March 18, 1991. The failure involved
Houston Lighting and Power engine DG-12 and was caused by a
cracked fuel nozzie tip. The fuel nozzle tip was manufactured from
material Iot number 150010 and initial investigation indicates the problem
was isolated. An investigation is still in process

On March 20, 1991, the C-B Nuclear Engineering Department was
notified by H.L.& P. that DG-13 had failed. Subsequent investigation has
revealed that a cracked fuel nozzle tip caused the failure. The material
lot from which the fuel nozzle tip was manufactured is 150006: Bendix
was the manufacturer. Eddy current examination of other fuel nozzle tips
from the same material lot identified similar problems
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As more information relative 1o the scope of the problem and its root
cause becomes available, we will inform you.

Sincerely,

A P/ Tkl

F. Bruce Stolba
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ec: . 8 Baron - CES/GC
D. T. Blizzard - CES/GC
A. D. Gillette - CES/GC
C. E. Hallman - CES/MV
W. H. A Lambent - CES/SC
R. L. Pettis - NRC
M. A. Schieigh - CES/GC
B. R. Sedeimyer - CES/GC
P.J. Shimek - CES/GC
Eile: K-5/a19 Fuel Nozzie Tips



