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% Northeast Rope Ferry Rd. (Route 156), Waterford, CT 06385

Nuclear h"er&" Millstone Nuclear Power Station
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company
PO. Box 128
Waterford, CT 063850128
(203) 444-4300
Fax (203) 4444277
The Northeast Uilities System

Donald B. Miller Jr.,
Senior Vice President — Millstone

Re: 10CFR50.73

August 24, 1994
MP~-94-518

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Document Control Desk

Washington, D.C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF -49
Docket No. 50423
Licensee Event Report 94-010-00

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 94 - 010~ 00 required to be submitted within
thirty (30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73 (a)(2)(i)(B). This is reported for inforrmation
only. A review determined that a reportable condition had been conservatively
declared due to an overly restrictive Station Procedure Technical Specification
surveillance acceptance criterion.

Very truly yours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY, COMPANY
L2/t

Donald B. iller, Jr.
Senior Vice President — Millstone Station
DBM/RLM:bjo
Attachment: LER 94-010-00
cc: T. T Martin, Region | Administrator

P. D. Swetland, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit Nos. 1, 2, and 3
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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8. RA TORY COMMISSION A . 3150-0104
U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY C RRES: S5 /86

ESTIMATED BURDEN PER RESPONSE TO COMPLY WITH THIS INFORMATION
COLLECTION REQUEST 500 MRS FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING
BURDEN ESTIMATE TO THE INFORMATION AND RECORDE MANAGEMENT
BHRANCH (MNBE 7794) LS NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DC 20856000 AND TO THE PAPENWORK REDUCTION
PROJECT (3180-0104) OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON DC 20803

N )
g™ 6

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)

(See rwvnrss 10 reguired number Of dighs/characters o sach DIoo)

FAGILITY NAME (1) DOCKET NUMBER (2) PAGE (3)
Millstone Nuciear Powsr Station Unit 3 05000423 1 OF 03
TITLE (&)
Both Trains of Charging Inoperable Due to Procedure Deficiency
EVENY DATE (5) LER NUMBER (8) REFORT DATE (7) | OTHER FACILITIES iINVOLVED (8)
monTH | Dav | vEaR | vear s.t'oue:au ns\lsn_o.u MONTH | DAY | vEar | FACKITY NAME DOCKET NUMBER
S 05000
08 13 94 FACILITY NAME DOCKET NUMBER
07 126 94 | 94 | 010 —| OO ‘ : N5000
OPERATING THIS REPORT IS BEING SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR §: (Check one or more) (11)
i 20 40210 20 4060 50 73(8)2) (W) 73710
POWER 20 408 130 50 38(0)(1 50 73(8)(2) v T8 71ie)
o 100% 20 405 @)1 )i 50.36(¢c)(2 50 75(8)(2) (vil) ) OTHER
20 &05(a)() 0¥ X | T3m@m 50 73¢a) (@) tvihl) (A (Specify in ADSNu
pelow #nd in T NRC
20 406 @) (1) (v 80 TS @) 50 73(8)(2) (i) fes Form 3864)
20 ADS (&) (1)v S0 75(a)(2) (W 50 73(a)(2) (¥
LICENSEE CONTACT FOR THIS LER (12)
NAME TELEFHONE NUMBEH (inclute Ares Code’
William J. Temple, Site Licensing {203) 437 - 5904
COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPORT (13)
REPORTABLE REPORTABLE
CAUSE | SYSTEM | COMPONENT MANUFACTURES TO NPROS CAUSE | SYSTEM | COMPONENT MANUFACTURER TO NPRDS
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT EXPECTED (14) EXPECTED MONTH | DAY | YEAR
YES NO SUBMISSION
1 yos. compiete EXPECTED SUBMISSION DATE, X DATE (15)

ABSTRACT  (mn 10 1400 spaces | & spproximately 15 singie - soaced lypewritien ines) (16)

On July 26, 1994, with the plant at 100% power, both trains of Charging were declared inoperable. The A Train of
Charging was inoperable for a routine surveillance. While the A Train was inoperable, an Operator determined
that the B Charging Pump Cooling Pump was inoperable because of low bearing oil level. Since the acceptance
critenion was not met, the B Charging Pump was also declared inoperable. With both trains of Charging
inoperable, the plant v as in noncompliance with Technical Specifications, and an entry into Technical
Specification 3.0.3 w s required

This condition is reported under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), because the plant was declared to be in a conditian
prohibited by Technical Specifications. This is reported for information only. A review determined that a
reportable condition had been conservatively declared due to an overly restrictive Technical Specification
surveillance acceptance criterion.

A conservative decision was made to promptly report and the NRC was notified under 10CFRS50.72(b) (1) ii).
However, the condition had no safety significance. An engineering review determined that the cooling pump was
Operable because the observaed oil level had no effect on the cooling pump. Thus, the B Charging Pump was
always operable and capable of performing its safety function.

The cause of the condition was an overly restrictive acceptance criterion for the cooling pump bearing oil level. As
immediate corrective action the A Train was returned to cperable status by terminating the routine surveillance. To
prevent recurrence, the acceptance criterion for the cooling pump oil level has been changed to provide a more
appropriate indication of operability.

NAC Form 986 (5 -82)




“NAC Form 360 U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION APPROVED BY OMB NO. 31500104
(5-82) EXPIRES: 5/31/05
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) M"“‘“‘“m‘“mmg“&wo s *fwmw' %“.'m%
TEXT CONTINUATION B AR Te. U8 MOLEAR REGUATONY. COMMSSON
WASHINGTON. DC 20855--0007 AND TO THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION
PROJECT (3150-0104) OFFICE OF MANAGOMENT AND BUDGETY
WASHINGTON OC 20805
FACIITY NAME 1) DOCKET NULABER (2) LER NUMRER (6 PAGE (3
YEAK SEQUENTIAL REVISION
_NUMBER | NUMBER
Millstone Nuclear Power Station
i 500042
Unit 3 " 3 94 |[= 010 —~| 00 02 OF 03

TEXT (f 1orw space m required  me additional cupias of NRC Form 3664) (17)

Rescription of Event

Orn July 26, 1994, with the plant at 100% power, both trains of Charging were declared inoperable. The A
Train of Charging was inoperabie for a routine surveillance. While the A Train was inoperable. an Operator
determined that the B Charging Pump Cooling Pump was inoperable because of low bearing oil ievel.
Since the acceptance criterion was not met, the B Charging Pump was alsc declared inoperable. With

both trains of Charging inoperable, the plant was in noncompliance with Technical Specifications, and an
entry into Technical Specification 3.0.3 was required.

An engineering review determined that the cooling pump was technically operable because ihe observed
oil reservoir level had no effect on the technical operability of the cooling pump. Thus, the B Charging
Pump was always operable and capable of performing its safety function.

Cause of Event

The cause of the condition was a defective procedure. The surveillance procedure had an overly rastrictive
accepiance criterion for the cooling pump bearing oil levei.

The B Train Charging Pump cooling pump was declared inoperable when an operator observed that the cil
level in 2 reservoir bubbler was below the acceptance criterion of one - half level. The bubbler is an oil
reservoir bottle which contains an oiier adjuster for lubrication to the pump bearings. As long as there is oil
above the oiler adjustment setpoint, then sufficient oil is being supplied to the pump bearings. A review
determined that the acceptance critenon was cverly restrictive.

Analysis of Event

The Charging Pumps are reguired for the boration injection system function, which is to ensure that
negative reactivity control is available during sach mode of facility operation. The Technical Specification
Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.1.2.2 requires two boron injection flow paths to be OPERABLE,
and LCO 3.1 2.4 requires that two Charging Pumps shall be OPERABLE. The Charging Pumps are also
required for the Emergency Core Cooling system function. Technical Specification Limiting Condition for
Operation 3.5.2 requires that two Charging Pumps shall be OPERABLE.

Both trains of the Charging system were declared inoperable. The A Train of the Charging system had
been declared inoperabie to perform a routine surveillance. While the A Train was inoperable, an Operator
determined that the B Train Charging Pump cooling pump was inoperable because of a low bearing oil
level. With both trains of the Charging system declared inoperable, the plant was in noncompliance with
Technical Specifications. and an entry into 3.0.3 was required.

The B Train Charging Pump cooling pump was declared inoperable because the oil level in the reservoir
bubbler was below the acceptance criterion of a surveillance procedure. The acceptance criterion is
specified as: oil sighted i the reservoir greater than or equal to one—half level. The bubbler is an oil
reservoir bottle for ubrication to the pump bearings and is not a direct indication of oil level in the pump.
The oil level in the pump is maintained by the oller adjuster located inside the bubbler. As long as there is
oil above the oiler adjustment setpoint, then sufficient oil is being supplied to the pump bearings. A review
determined that the oil level was never below the oiler reservoir adjustment setpoint. Thus, the cooling
pump was onerable and capable of performing its cooling function because the observed oil level had no
effect on the cooling pump. Accordingly, the B Charging Pump was always operable and capable of
performing its safety function.

NRC Form 3664 (5-82)




“NRE Form S66A
(5-92)

TEXT CONTINUATION

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT /".ER)

APPROVED BY OMB NO. 31500104
EXPIRES: 5/31/95

ESTIMATED BURDEN PER RE3HOMST TO COMPLY WITH THIS INFORMATION
COLECTION REQUEST 800 WRS FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING
BURDEN ESTIMATE TO THE INFORMATION AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT
BRANCH (MNBE 7714) LIS  NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20856~1001, AND TO THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION
PROJECT (3180-0104) COFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON. DC 20803

FACILITY NAME (1

Milistone Nuclear Power Station
Unit 3

DOCKET NUMBER 2)

05000423

LER NUMBER (6) PAE (3)

vEan | SEQUENTIAL

REVISION

94 |- 050 -=| 00 03 OF 03

TEXT (¥ more space & required use addmona copiss of NRC Form 3664, (17)

A conservative decision was made to report and the NRC was promptly notified under 10CFR50.72
(b)(1)(ii). However & review determined that the B Train Charging system was always operable and
capable of performing its safety function. The condition had no safety significance. There was no event or
condition that placed the plant, including its principai safety barriers. in a degraded condition, nor in an
unanalyzed condition that significantly compromised plarit safety, nor a condition that was outside the
design basis of the plant.

The condition is reported for infcrmation, under 10CFR50.73(a) (2)(i)(B), since the plant was declared to be
in a condition prohibited b/ the Technical Specifications.

Corrective Action

As immediate corrective action the A Train was returned to operable status by terminating the routine
surveillance. Also, oil was added io the bearing oil reservoir on the cooling pump, and the B Charging
Pump was returned to operable status. An enginesring review determined that the observed oil level had
no effect on the technical oparability of the cooling pump. As action to prevent recurrence, the acceptance
criterion for the cooling pump oil level has been changed to provide a more appropriate indication of
operadility. Also, all other safety related pumps having a similar bubblor reservoir with a one - half level
acceptance criterion, have been identifiec!. The overly restrictive acceptance criterion for these reservoirs
are being similarly changed.

Agditional Information

There have been no other similar events.
EUS Ccdes

Systern

Chemical and Volume Control / Makeup and Purification System - CB

Components
Cooling Pump - P
Qil Reservoir — PVR

NAC Form 366A (5-82)




