SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & GAS COMPANY

POST OFFICE 764
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29218

O. W. DIXON, JR.

VICE PRESIDENT
NUCLEAR OPERATIONS June 20, 1983

Mr. Harold R. Denton. Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regnlatiocn
U.S. Nuclear Ragulatory Coamission
Washington, D.C. 20355

Sukbject: vivgii C. Summer Ruclear Stat'on
Dosket do. 50/315
Overating License No. NPF-12
Pnas: 1°I Testing

Dear M. TDewnton:

South Carclina Flectric and Gas Cowpany (SCEE&G) is curr=2atly
perform. ng Phare III “‘estirg 13 descriped in Chapter 14 of the
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station f'nal safatly Analysis Report
(FSAR). It has zome to cur attention LhaL A opotertial
discrepancy exists 1n condus’ing twe *2) ol the Phave Il1I
tests, a 10% load swirg 2nd a 59% lozd rejyction, and License
Condition 2.C(22) License Conditicn 2.C(20) s ates: "For
speratione above 908 of full power, SCR&G #«hall zentrol the
reactor manuaily or “he roas shall be out greater tha= 21>
steps until written approva. is received from tue Nxl Staff
authorizing removal of this restriction.”

License Condition 2.C(4) requires performance of start-up
tests as discussed in Chapter 14 of the FSAR. The 10% lcad
swing test is a required test as described in Chapter 14,
Table 14.1-73 of the Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station FSAR.
The purpose of this test is to observe the Nuclear Steam
Supply System (NSSS) transient response and the integrated
performance of automatic control systems. This test requires
the control rods to be in automatic with the reactor at
approximately 100% of rated thermal power. The introduction
of a 10% load rejection when the reactor is operating at 100%
of rated thermal power with the control rods in automatic,
will cause the control rods to automatically step in below 215
steps to follow the load.

The 50% load rejection test, an approved Phase III test, is
part of the Westinghouse start-up test program to verify
design and meet contractural obligations. The purpose of this
test is to demonstrate the ability of the NSSS, automatic
reactor control systems and secondary plant to sustain a rapid
reduction of approximately 50% in electrical output.
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This test requires the control rods to be in automatic with
the reactor at app:oximately 100% of rated thermal power.

The introduction of a 50% load r=jection, when the reactor is
operating at 100% of rated thermal power with the control rcds
in automatic, will cause the control rods to avutwmatically
step in beiow 21% steps to foilow the load.

The above teste are transient conditions initiated by 5TEEG to
meet commitments and complete the “hase [II test program. It
is our pusitior that Licerse Condi iern 2.Cf22) I ‘ntevded for
normz] plant operations ana that the load swing/load rejection
teets a3 such do nct vinlate tne iatant of the Licease
Condition. Therefore, we requesi Stiff writter corsurrence in
our intervratation of this coadition. Your expeditiuoes review
of this matter 1s appreciated.

if you have any gueztions, please contact us.
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