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Mr. John T. Collins, Regional Administrator )$ _2 _U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission s;Office of Inspection and Enforcement '
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Region IV

0 {1611 Ryan Plaza Drive
hpSuite 1000

Arlington, Texas 76011

Dear Sir:

This report is submitted in accordance with Section 6.5.2.B.2 of the Technical
Specifications for Cooper Nuclear Station and discusses a reportable occur-

that was discovered on May 5, 1983. A licensee event report form isrence
also enclosed.

Report No.: 50-298-83-05
Report Date: June 4, 1983
Occurrence Date: May 5, 1983
Facility: Cooper Nuclear Station

Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Identification of Occurrence:
A condition occurred which resulted in operation in a degraded mode in
violation of Section 4.3.G.1 of the Technical Specifications.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence:
The reactor was in cold shutdown for refueling.

1Description of Occurrence:
During surveillance testing of the scram discharge volume (SDV) vent and
drain valves, SDV drain valve, CRD-CV-A0V33, failed to close as requiredby the Technical Specification.

Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence:
Examination of the valve identified that it was improperly packed,
causing the valve to stick when fully open.

Analysis of Occurrence:
The SDV drain valve is a Rockwell inclined stem globe valve with a Fisher
air operator. This valve contained several rings of grafoil packing but
contained no staniard rope packing. With the rope packing missing and
under normal operation of the valve, the grafoil packing extruded out of
the valve packing area and into the area between the valve stem and the ivalve body causing the valve to stick.

)Ib' 3 Ebi k



, ,

'

1

Mr. John T. Collins i

June 4, 1983
Page 2

The SDV drain valve operated satisfactorily during all previous monthly
surveillance tests and during the shutdown on April 30, 1983. During
normal operation, failure of the valve to close on a scram would result
in discharge of a small amount of coolant through the SDV to the Reactor
Building sump. This discharge would stop as soon as the scram is reset
and the scram valves close. The SDV drain valve can be manually closed
and an in-line manual valve can be closed to stop coolant discharge, if
required. This failure would not have affected the insertion of control
rods during a scram. This occurrence presented no adverse consequences
from the standpoint of public health and safety.

Corrective Action:
The valve was repacked with rope and grafoil packing. An identical valve
on the other SDV will be inspected and repacked if necessary. Proper
operation of the valves will be verified prior to start-up.

Sincerely,

P. V. Thomason
Acting Station Superintendent
Cooper Nuclear Station
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