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transients originally identified as being in excess of lifetime
limits, were still at or above thaose limite,

Appartentiy the NRC'sm confidence that PNPS iz safe to
pperate is based on the conservatism of the original
caleculation of cumulative fatigue As we understand the
situation, however, the MRC has not reviewed the preliminary
analysis translating operating events into true transients; it
has not reviewed any preliminary assessment of cumulative usage
ag 1t pertains to PNPS; nor has it reviewed or approved the
methodology being used by PNPS' consultant to evaluate
cumul ative usage of reactor components. PNPS and the NRC may
weell both be correct that PNPS is safe; it may also be,
however, also that both are flying blind, or, at least, without
the vionnsld :n'n;lj" that oo ol "',‘{["_‘,C": in the context of
nuclear plant operations and requlation. The NRC itself
tecognizes that engineering judgment cannot substitute for the
application of scientific analysis, conducted pursuant to
approved methodology. 6See, Cleveland Electric Illuminating
Company (Perty Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 1), LBP - 90-25, 32
NRC 21, 26 (1990); Cleveland Electyic 1lluwminating Company
(Perry Nuclear Power FPlant, Unit 1), LBP 90-1%, 31 NRC 501,
507 (1990) .

We would gppreciate hearing your views, bhoth with respect
to these concerns, and with respect to the question of whether
PNPS i in fact operating out of compliance with its license
reguirements. Specifically, we would appreciate it if you
wonld address: (1) the NRC's rvationale for permittine the
cont inued operation of PNPS, when the February 24, 1994 NRC
inspection report states that operation "must be within ...
cyclic operating limitations;” (2) the justification for
allowing the continued operation of the plant prior te the
production and review of PNPS' completed analysis of cumulative
fatigue; and (3) the NRC's basis for predicting the results of
the uncompleted fatigue analysis.

Thanlk your far vour attaention to thig mattey

Very truly yours,

Ann G. Berwick, Chief
Fnvironmental Protection Division

ce: Alfred Lohmeien
Marvin W, Hodges
Michael . Modes
Bernaid W, Reznicelk
Thomas Boulette
James Muckerheide
William Rothert
William 8. Stowe
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James M. Taylor
- Executive Director for Operations
U.S5. Nuclear Requlatory Commission
. Washington, DC 20055
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