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Honorable Mario N. Cuomo
Governor of New York
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

Your letter of May 23, 1983, outlining your specific proposals for
ameliorating the Indian Point offsite preparedness situation and your
general views on regulation of “-rgency preparedness have been most
nelpful. Because of the sense of urgency created by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission's deadline of June 9, 1983, and the uncertainties
that pcssib]e closure of the plants would potentially pose for the
citizens of your State, ! have directed my staff to give the matters
contained in your letter priority attention.

It is most gratifying to all of us at the Federal Emergency Manzgement
i Agency (FEMA) who are involved in working on offsite preparedness at
+- -2 ‘Indian Point to see the willingness and determination of the State to
resolve the remaining deficiencies. Your own willingness to lend your
personal leadership to this effort is most commendable and deserves
full support.

You indicate in your letter that you anticipate Rockland County will
submit a revised plan for review by the end of 1%83. This plan, if
it contains the necessary components, should result in an effective
enhancewent of offsite preparedness at Indian Point. Your offer of
ubstantial State compensatory capab111ty, coupled W1uh State command
and control resources during the interim for the Rockland County portion
of the response, is an imaginative and bo1d approach. FEMA will fully
review this methodology on an expedited basis and will promptly report
its findings to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. As discussed with
your stafrf, this approach could provide an adequate basis for offsite
creparedness in Rockland County.

tvents at Indian Point do indicate that further delineation of regulatory
responsibility between Federal agencies is cesirzble. 1 am pleased to
inform you that FEMA will gladly take part in efforts to clarify and
improve Federal laws and regulations relating to emergency preparedness.
we believe it would be useful for this Agency to actively participate in
ch discussions. Our goal is an adequate level of offsite preparedness

et all operating nuclear power plants, and we want to be certain our
epproach to regulation aids rather than hinders this effort.
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