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Drug probe reaches Diablo

By Dave Wilcox
Telegram-Tribune

AVILA BEACH — A former Diablo
Canyon nuclear power plant employ-
ee told authorities investigating a
Los Oses physician that her supervi
sor W painkillers from
the of car in the plant's
parking lot

Lisa Opperman also told an inves
tigator that the same supervisor
Robert McVicker, brought the drugs
into the plant and sold them to her

Opperman 1is ng  witnesses
interviewed durin tate Consum
er Affairs investiga of Los Oso
physician Rumi Lakha, who's facing
trial for criminal charges including
llegally preseribing narcotics and
nsurance fraud.

Her statements are included in a
52-page report written by Senior
Investigator Blair Sims that's filed in
court

Sims' report states he told John
Jones, director of security for Diablo
Canyon's owner, Pacific Gas and
Electric Co., about Oppermar's alle
gations

Shawn Cooper, a spo.esuan for
Diablo Canyon, said cem; v offi

cials conducted an internal investi-

gation of the allegations.

“Our internal investigation con-
cluded that there was a very small
num! e of employees involved.” He
said 1« couldn't say exactly how
many fou' privacy reasons

Cooper saio neither McVicker nor

n continue to work at the
plant. He said Opperman worked for
a firm that contracted with Pacific
Gas and Electric Co

“The company takes it very seri
ously,” Cooper said of alleged drug
ahuse. “Any employees that are

found using drugs will be taken care
of We dun't take this lightly "
Opperman overdosed while work
ing at Diablo Canyon on Aug. 19, 1993
and was token W French Hospitzl
Meodical Center, according to &

hospital emergency room repor
filed in court as part of the crimina
case against Lakha,

She had been brought in ar
ambulance from her home 1o the
emergency room a day earler
another report states, because o
abusing painkillers

ovees with access to the
plant are subjected to random drug
tests

Lakha, scheduled to be arraigned
Aug. 19 in Superior Court, was
ordered by a judge Monday not to
dispense any substance to patients
pending the outcome of his trial

Patient records seized from Lak
ha's offices show McVicker had been
one of his patients since early 1987
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according to the investigative report
and other witnesses identified him as
teceiving prescriptions for large

\
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and reduesd
told Suns q KoLt

McVicker vas
pervisor and t4d
she sald, “he

uld write he a
v : of narcotics. wo
: X,&MW% home in late she ,
1993 confirmed that, peoording to  tor’s report statel, R
gims  neport, Investigators lehll' : began M“ = 3
plastic ohfa’wonulmn; dmnp‘:l: voce 1 o |
tles drugs — relaxant Soma. st
m'n-:;x more sample-sized bottles - conhm:edegemt;g 'u:'!:r mepunan
issued by at least 10 different physi re£ e :: uz Butmlbhldﬂuin
cians, including Lakha 2“‘:“"&]8 o e mku‘.
' McVicker is not charged with any  po.0h gs @ pressure test from
ariminal offense her “
' , Vicker offered to sell her
According to Sims' report, by the nhn:; c;:'u - by} e

ime Opperman entered a prescrip
fion drug addiction recovery program
jast September, she was depending
on her supervisor to sell her drugs
8he said she was under the influence
of powerful painkiliers while at wnrk
and overdosed three times In August
1943, the report shows, althnugh it's
pot clear where the overdoses o
purred

investigator's report Says, when Op-

perman exhausted

ly early
: ‘She said that

her on
drugs to work and sell them to her
the 1ob site at the power plant” Sims

wrote in his report
MeVicker kept “w :
drugs in the trunk of his

prescription

Opperman initially saw doctors for
i she suffered at

41

pain medicatior

NS

i she became
U and her doctor
. » § ¢ Al
began treating her for the addiction ¢

tor
W

anvon employees
addicted to

amounts” of

gold 1062 Buick and charged her $80
‘ Darvocet and 60 Soma pills,

abl for 60
Jabio 101 X
vorkec l"‘ . according to the report Uppermn:\
whops a : l-n; said she popped the pills in the Diablo
acet 1 Sl 2

parking lot, wash
ng them down with water from a jJuUg
McVicker kept in the front seat of his



