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John F. Franz, Jr.
Vice Presicient. Nuclear

July 19.1994
NG-94-2443

Mr. William T. Russell, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
[L S. Nuclear Regulatory Conunission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Mail Station PI-137
Washington. DC 20555

Subject: Duane Arnold Encrpy renter
Docket No; 50-331

Op. I icense No: DPR-49
Resision to DAEC Conunitments on Fire Protection

Referenec: 1) Letter G. Lear (NRC) to D. Arnold (IELP), Fire Protection Safety
Evaluation Report. dated June 1.1978

2) Letter. T. Ippolito (NRC) to D. Arnold (IELP). Safety Evaluation
Report Supplement, dated February 19.1981

File: A-100. P-72a

Dear Mr. Russell:

During our cunent cIfort to consol date the Duane Arnold Energ3 Center (DAEC) Fire Protection program and
evaluate esisting conunilments. we determined that certain elements implemented for the purpose of compliance to
10 CFR 50. Appendis R (Reference 2) hase made many of our conunitments (Reference 1) to the NRC Branch
Technical Position. APCSit 9.5-1. Appendn A. redundant. The pur[mse of this letter is to reaf0nn our
conunilment to a reliable fire protection program which will assure that the DAEC can be operated safely and
safely shutdown under any anticipated ciremnstances and uilhdran these redundant conunitments.

IES thilitics Inc. recently began rescarch of fire protection conunitments for the DAEC to generate a design basis
sununary document and to potentially reduce the cost of maintaining the program. We determined that sescral
commitments for fire bairicts and emergency lighting made in response to Appendis A arc obviated by those
elements of the fire protection program related to Appendis R. We therefore are retracting our presious
commitments to Appendn A fer the fellowing clements:

Three-hour rated fire barriers surrounding the Control Room. Cable Spreading Room. Suitchgcar Rooms.*

Battery Rooms, Main Turbine Oil Storage Area. Emergency Diesel Generator Rooms. Diesel Fuel Day Tank
Rooms, Safety-Related Pump Alcas, llcater Boiler Room. Stairwells. Raduaste Ihniding and building exterior
walls.

Emergency Lighting for safety-related areas.*

Instead of these Appenda A conunilments. the determination of areas requiiing three-hour rated fire barricts and
emergency lighting is based on the safe shutdow n anal) sis performed to comply with Appendis R. Three hour
rated fire barricts are maintained u berc requited to meet the separation requirements of 10 CFR 50 Appendis R.
Section Ill.G Emergenc3 ighting is maintained m areas icquned for opera 00n of. or access to. safe shutdown .l

'

cquipment as required by 10 CFR 50 Appendis R. Section lit.J The Appendis R banier and lighting
requirements may include some of the wne areas that wcte maintained for Appendis A
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Fire 13arrier rcquirements include the penetration scals, fire dampers, fire doors protective cabic coatings and
structural sicci fire proofing that form part of the barrict. If a fire barrict installed in response to our previous i

comrnitment to Appendix A is no longer required for DAEC compliance to Appendix R. then the Appendix A ,

commitments for penetration scals, dampers, doors, cabic coatings and sicci fire proofing for that barrier are also
'

superseded.

Some of the Appendix A barriers which are not required for Appendix R. may be maintained at cur discretion for
insurance purposes; honeser, maintenance of these barners will not constitute a regulatory commitment.

As previously stated. uc are making these changes in an attempt to reduce the burden of maintaining those
elements of the DAl{C fire protection program which are redundant and carry no added safety benefit. The DAEC
will continue to maintain those elements necessary to assure compliance to the portions of 10 CFR So, Appendix R
applicable at DAEC. These changes have been esaluated against the criteria estabhshed in 10 CFR 50.59 and
determined to present no unrevicued safety questions All documentation regarding our evaluation ofIhis matter
is maintained at the DAEC site and is available for NRC review upon request.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact this office.

Sincercly. ,

$*
John F. Franz.
Vice President. Nuclear
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cc: S Catron
L Liu
L Root
R. Pulsifer (NP.C-NRR)
J. Martin (Region ill) t
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