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TESTIMONY OF THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

SUBMITTED BY COUNTY EXECUTIVE ANDREW P, O'ROURRE TO TEE

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMIESION

Since the May 5 announcement of your honorable Commissien
that the Indian Point nuclear power plants in Buchanan, New
York should be closed unless appropriate actions were taken,
westcheste: County government has be=n cooperating fully with
the principei utilities in thelr efforts to correct the
deficiencies in the Emergency Response Plan. Let me say from
the outset, that the safety of our citizens has been, and will
continue to be Westchester County's first concern. Please know
that our endeavers in this matter will not cease with what has
been accomplished thus far, We are committed to achieving an
Emergency Response Plan for Westchester County that can be a
podel for the 122 other counties in the country similarly
situated within 12 miles of a nuclear power plant,

Westchester County government has worked and will continue
to work with Ccnsolidated Edison, The New York Power Authority,
and New York State to prepare for an evacuation of the area
around Indian Point. To that end, I have held or arranged,
numerous meetings since May 9, 1983 with the uvtilities, bus
company officials, bus union leaders, county officials and
state officials., Out of many hours of meetings with many
concerned and dedicated people, have come several significar
breskthroughs.

0f irmediate concern is a commitment by unions
representing the majority of unlon bus drivers to fully support
8 twvo-hour orientation couree on radiclogical emergency
response procedures for all bus drivers in wWestchester prior to

June 9.
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in sésiticon, the unlcne heve agreed to include raintensnce
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vorkere with Clase 2 @rivere licenses in the course - & move

that brings.the pool from which tc érew potential volunteere to

more than 15¢f drivers.

28 of this writing, bus drivere ané mechanlics have airepdy
begun the orientation ¢course con re2iation, Inzluding bus
drivers' role in & radiclogicsl emergency, anf the use of
protective meseures in radiclogicel emergencies. We expect the
entire griving psel to recelve this trzining before mid-June.
From this group we will esk for OLPP drivers who wo;ld velunteer

te respond in the event of ¢ radicloglicel emergency at Indian

Point. Please understand, that perticipation ir this coursse

1 would like vour honorsble Commission te ke dware that
the bus~unﬁcn leadeyship in the ares has been extremely
cocperarive §n thie mstter, ard in fect, all six unicnz tiave
made commitmente to prezent this orientstlion program to their

¢ membersh
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maicr hue comperize in the srez to elgn “Lettere ¢of In

Irterim Contrects™ with censclicdzted Féison and the New York
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Powey Ruthority, to provide up to 1,200 bLuser Ior an evecuatlicn
- twice the numbey expected te Le nzeded irn @ *worst=case®

accldent.
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rer New ¥York Bsbbe ¢ proviie bos compAnies with
1,B07 desireters. weetehester County has also secured
commitments from the twe utflities to provice bue companies
with 1,CPP bottles of potasesium icdide tablets, 1,PPr copies of
the bus evaruvetlon route girections for drivere, and %€ bus
route evacustion meps for bLus mansgeriazl ené supervisory
pegsonnel. In eddition Weztchester County will be providing
the bvs conpsnies vith },BRF TLD'e (filp LAATRE])
estcnester County hes heen able to finslize goreemente
with the State of New York, Consslidated Ldjson, the Hew York

Pewey Autliority end z consulting oroup - The Trzrnsportetion

Eafety Planning Croup (TSGF) of Zlbany - te start work on @

- A - - - . 3 = - . - e .
iong-avaited Transportation Study we belisve i8 necessary to
coryect cdeficiensies in the public trensportatiorn segment of

"
.
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the Enmergency Respone
TEPG will be etarting wark on thie ten-ronth, "hande-on”
review ¢f the transportation segment of the Enepgency Plan

Guring the week of May 23, 1083, The study will ccnsift of

actuarl driving of busse en 211 bue eveacpsticn roeutes, timee

study exercigas, and rovte corrections, we expéct progrees
repores Irom TEPG at severel intervale ¢uring the tern-ponth
pericd (whioh we will reke avsilable to vour honevable
Commigaion) and wil) rmake cerrecticore te tho tmergency Flan as

1 &3k yoaur henoreble Cormission to keep in perspective the

fe2t that thiz ko
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Emergency Preparedlriess Plan thet effecte epprovirmatzly 11¥ of
the porulatien,
Wrnile it §s extrerely inperetant to protect the hezlth

and szfely of thie publicetransit depernfsnt populaticn,
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Weetconester County tag o greve arnd gubstantial concern for the
other B%% ¢f the populeticn whe would be ereveling in their own
care. The 1g5s5ue of equipment end training for our police
officere, fire fiohters and emergency workers must be

eddressed,

On thie same Bubject, your honorable Comuission may be
svare that this week the Town of Oselning, which iz within the
iC-mile EFZ In Weatchester County, contigersd removing itself

from the Emergency Recponee Flan becasusze of 2 lack of erergency

eguipment ané trainliag. In response to thie cencern, 1 called

n

meeting with the twe utilities ané the fupervisor of the Town
cf Os5ininy tc attempt 2 redreess of the problems,

An ovtgrowth of thet meeting &nd & eushszeguent Town Council
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that [ create ¢ County/Municipal Tazk Force onh Indien Point for
all the Westclhester communities within JP miles of the nucleat
plants. Thet Task Porce has been crested and will have its

£ s 1 expest thie will be 2 preductive

ferum where we Can assess our neefs and strengths

towayé a unifi
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New York.
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On March 24, 2583, I testifie? befere the A:ionic Eafety

ond Licenelng Board of your honoyeble Conmmisgion, At that
hearing, I suggested that the federal government take an active
rele in the evecustion pertion of Dmergency Responee Plens for
nuclear power plante, by trefning a unit ef the fecderal
militery in racdicleglcel emergency technioues. For want of a

bettey neme, I terned thest military unlie she FEMZ B

*

icsde,

envisioning it 28 perhiaps sttached t2 the Federzl Emergency

Management RAdencty.

since my testimony, I have gpoten to federzl officials on
the iecne &nd rerceived zn endorsement of the proposal frem
Senstor rlfonee D'Amato (R=NY) whe will introduce lezislation

= %5 .= - w o = ey
te &llow for the creation of such & group. This past week, YVew

Cormliesloner Dr. Devid Zxelrof endorsed the Cohcept of the

federal milltery sesisting in evacuations arcund nuclesr pow

westchester County will continue t¢ purfue the cauese of
= =5 24 § : v .= - 3 k . - - y
federal militery involvement, in any of its perriutations, az ar
sided precaution in the event of & pericue nuslear accifert

While we will continue to work with ehe g4ilftie:;
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runicipal cfficiale and
EMETCENCY Wolkers, we be
requisite rcle in emergenc

eccidents.
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fn the soluotion of prohlems eurrouncing
nuclear pewer plants which the feders) goveérnment licenses and
allows to remein open. Ae you know, counties all acress the
country ar¢ cuplicating efforte in creating emetrgency plane for
nucléar eccidents. I believe the crestion of & "FEMR Erigade”
or unit like ir, would save taxpayere enérmous amounts of
money, tave local governmente ensrmouve amcunte ¢f time and
reséur:es, and¢ finzlly would bring some peace of mind to the
milliene of citizens who live within 1¢ = 5¢ niles of the 71
operating nuclesr power plents {n the Unlted Stetes,

The policy ¢f Westchezter County hae been one of
coneistently attempting to zssure the szfety of our citizens.,

we feel that we have taken the proper firet stepe tc assure
b



