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SUBJECT: Virginia Power; Filing of Petition for Rulemaking
59 Fed. Reg. 17499 - April 13, 1994
Ruuunat Ior Comnmnia3

On April 13, 1994, (59 FR 3 74 99) , the Nuclear Regulatory Commionion
(NRC) published for public comment a notice of pe t i t. ion for
rulemaking titled " Virginia Power; Filing of Petition for
Rulemaking." Florida Power and Light Company (FPL), ao the
1icensed operator of two nuclear power plant unito in Dade County,
Florida and two nuclear power plant unito in St. Lucie County,
Florida, cubmitu the following commento.

FPL concurn with the Virginia Power petition regarding a change in
the irequency that Ideenoeen conduct independent reviewn of their
emergency preparedness program from annually to biennially.
Virginia Power citen eight renoons for the requent to change this
requirement. FPL focusen on two of these reasonn: 1) t.he present
good performance of industry emergency plano and programa, and 2)
the conciatency with the guidance in Regulatory Guide 1.33,

" Quality Annurance Program Requiremento (operation)."

With respect to the first reason, FPL'n Emergency Plan (EP)
programa have maintained a long standing SALP one rating, and are
managed with the emphania on making the necessary
improvement / modifications to maintain this excellent pertormance.
PPL' a performance nupporto Virginia Power's statement that Industry
. performance to date indicaten excellent implementation and
effective emergency preparedness programa.

With respect to the second reason, FPL concurs with Virginia Power
that the existing requirement to conduct an annual audit la not of
itself necessary to adhere to the underlying purpose of 10 CFR
50. 54 (t) . FPL's Quality Anourance performance monitoring program
is structured t.oward a performance based auditing philosophy and
includes audita of the varioun drillo and exercisen in addition to
routine audits of the Emergency Planning Program. FPL believen the
performance-based overview with a two-year minimum interval la
nufficient to satisfy 10 CFR 50.54 (t) .
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The Virginia Power petition is consistent with ths recommendation
of the NRC Regulatory Review Group Summary and Overview Report, and
is consistent with FPL's current Quality Assurance initiatives
regarding audit frequencies. By employing a 24 month minimum audit
frequency for emergency _ preparedness, the Nuclear Industry is

,

provided with additional flexibility to use their resources more f

effectively in focusing on other performance improvement
opportunities.

FPL appreciates the opportunity to comment on this petition.

Very truly yours, ;
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W 7, -H . Bohlke .

Vice President
Nuclear Engineering and Licensing
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