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While shutdown for refueling and maintenance and during the conduct of
Ope, rations Surveillance Test F-ST-16F titled LPCI Independent Power Supply
three month battery check, a number of battery cells were found with specific
gravity and/or individual cell voltage variations (high or low readings) greater
than those allowed by the Surveillance Test acceptance criteria. Based on the
Surveillance Test, both LPCI batteries were declared inoperable. This action
was of no consequence since plant conditions were such that all ECCS equipment
could be inoperable per Technical Specification Appendix A, Paragraph 3.5.F.2.

Based on conference with the battery vendor, it was determined that the
condition was acceptable. That is, although there was considerable variation
in individual cell voltage and specific gravity parameters, these variations
are to be expected and the variations are not indicative of significant degra-
dation. Subsequent successful performance of a service test confirmed this
position. In addition, both LPCI batteries have been placed on an extended
equalizing charge to raise and equalize the individual cell voltage and
specific gravity parameters.
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