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TESTIMONY OF STATE SENATOR LEON BOGUES

My name is Leon Bogues. I am the State Senator from the
28th Senatorial District, which includes Central Harlem and the

West Side of Manhattan.

The fundamental issue that must be addressed, is that the
existence of Indian Point jeopardizes the lives of not only the
people within a ten mile radius of the facility, but also the
lives of ten million people in New York City. The mere possibility
that lives could be lost in the event of a nuclear problem shows
enough cause to shut-down the Indian Point plant. It is an act
of inhumanity to allow Indian Point to operate so nearby the
millions of people who live in the metropolitan area, when the

destruction caused by radiation is so devastating.

No one can guarante; to me that my constituents and the
peoples of New York City would be absolutely safe from any radio-
active spill that might occur. The NRC believes that a radioactive
spill would not affect the City. They "feel" that a radius of ten
miles around Indian Point is the only area that needs to be protected
by a radioactive alert response evacuation plan. Con Edison has taken

the same position. But I am not interested in how the NRC feels and

believes. When we talk abo.: the safety of millions of lives, we do




not speculate. Although it is not certain what the actual effects

of a radioaciive plume hitting New York City would be, the very fact

that it might hit is already too high a risk. And do we take the word

of Con Edison, when their interest in Indian Point is strictly financial?
This is the same Con Edison that assured us in 1965 that New Yecrk would
never again face another blackout. 1 do not believe we can risk the
lives of ten million people on the conjecture and speculation of such
"non--objective" sources. We cannot speculate and play games when we

are talking about that many lives.

In reading articles that were published in the New York Times and
by listening to the testimonies of a rather distinguished panel of
scientists, educators, and elected officials, the only just and rational
conclusion that must be drawn is that the existence of Indian Point is a
threat not only to the people in the Indiau Point area, but to the
residents of New York City as well. Scientific reports have shown that
since winds at Indiar Point tend to travel in a southerly direction, it
is most probable that the radioactive plume would in fact hit.New York
City. At only some fifty miles away from the Indian Point site, we here
in New York have not been considered by the NRC for help in establishing
an evacuation plan. But even if we were to be considered for such a
plan, what type of evacuation plan would we devise for Manhattan? The
subways in Harlem and the West Side go to the Bronx and Brooklyn. Ob-
viously, one would not travel north to the Bronx if the radioactive

plume would be traveling from that direction. Would people be any






people of Westchester county. If this is true, how long do vou
think it would take to evacuate Harlem, the West Side, and the
adjoining areas of New York. There would simply not be enough
time for people to get off Manhattan Island.

To devise an evacuation plan would be ridiculous and impossible
to execute. It is therefore imperative that we rescind the license
tor the coninued operation of the Indian Point nuclear energy plant.
It is our responsibility as citizens, scientists, and leaders to make
every effort to prevent the destruction of life that could incur if a
radioactive spill would occur at Indian Point. We must shut down

Indian Point, and we must do it now!
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