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November 23, 1993
8T-HL-AE-4625
File No.: G09.06
10CFR50.90,

| 10CFR50.52, 10CFRS1

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Scuth Texas Project
Units 1 & 2
Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-459
Proposed Amendment to the Technical Specification 3.8.1.1

Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P) proposes to amend Facility
Operating Licenses NPF-76 and NPF-80 for South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2 by incorporating the attached proposed amendment to
Technical Specification 3.8.1.1, Electrical Power System - A.C.
Sources - Operating. The purpose of the amendment is to
eliminate the unnecessary testing of the Standby Diesel
Generators,

HL&P has reviewed the proposed amendment pursuant to
10CFRS50.92 and determined that it does not involve a significant
hazards consideration. In addition, HL&P has determined that the
proposed amendment satisfies the criteria of 10CFR51.22(c¢c) (9) for
categorical exclusion from the requirement for an environmental
asgessment. The STPEGS Nuclear Safety Review Board has reviewed
and approved the proposed change.

The required affidavi: along with a Safety Evaluation and
No Significant Hazards Consideration Determination associated
with the proposed change, and markedup effected pages of the
Technical Specifications are included as attachments to the
letter.

In accordance with 10CFR50.91(b), HL&P is providing the
State of Texas with a copy of this proposed amendment.
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Projec: Manager on Bebalf of the Participants in the South Texas Project i
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1f you should have any qQuestions concerning this matter,
please contact Mr. A. W. Harrison at (512) §72-7298 or myself at
(512) 972-7%921.

J. F. Groth
/ Vice President
Nuclear Generation

JFG/tck

, Attachment : ' Affidavit
:_ 2. Safety Evaluation and No Significant Hazards
- Consideration Determination 1
;I 3. Proposed Technical Specification Change
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Regicnal Administrator, kegion IV
U. &. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

€11 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

Lawrence E. Kokajko
Project Manager

U. §. Nuclear Regula’cry Commission

Washington, DC 20555 13H15

David P. Loveless
8r. Resident Inspector

¢/o U.8, Nuclear Regulatory Comm.

P. C, Box 910
Bay City, TX 77404-910

J. R. Newman, Esquire

Newman & Holtzinger, P.C., STE 1000

|
. 1615 L Street, N.W.
E Washington, DC 20036

b K. J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt
f City Public Bervice

i P. 0. Box 1771

o San Antonic, TX 78296

J., €. Lanier/M. B. Lee

- City of Austin

4 Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road

- Austin, TX 78704

G. E. Vaughn/T. M. Puckett
Central Power and lLight Company
. P. O. Box 2121

- Corpus Christi, TX 78403

PHCAFI-314 .00
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Rufus 8. Scott
Associate General Counsel

Houston Lighting & Power Company

P. O. Box 61867
Houston, TX 77208

Institute of Nuclear Power
Operations - Records Center

700 Galleria Parkway

Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
50 Bellport Lane
Bellport, NY 11713

D. K. Lacker

Bureau cof Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 45th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Comm,
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20855
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Docket Nos. 50-498
50-499

Houston Lighting & Power
Company, et al.,

Sorth Texas Project
Units 1 and 2

| S ol S St

AFFIDAVIT

1, J. F. Groth, being duly sworn, hereby depose and say that
I am Vice President, Nuclear Generation, of Houston Lighting &
Power Company; that I am duly authorized to sign and file with
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission the attached Proposed Amendment
to the Technical Specification 3.8.1.1; that I am familiar with
the content thereof; and that the matters set forth therein are

true and correct to the best of my know e and belief.
l‘"\
“F. Groth

ice President,
Nuclear Generation

STATE OF TEXAS

—

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in and

for the State of Texas, this A3«day of NOVEMBeL , 1993,
Notary Pub ié in and for the

State of Texas

TSOUS3-214 001




ATTACHMENT 2

SAFETY EVALUATION
AND
NO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS

CONSIDERATION

DETERMINATION
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Background

While studying the surveillance requirements in Technical
Specifications (TS) that require testing during power operation, the
U.S8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), found safety can be
improved, egquipment degradation decreased, and an unnecessary burden
on personnel resources eliminated by reducing the amount of testing
that the TS reguire during power operation. To assist licensees in
preparing a license amendment regquest to implement these
recommendations as line-item TS improvements, Generic Letter 93-05,
Line-Item Technical Specifications Improvements to Reduce Surveillance
Requirements for Testing during Power Operations, was issued in
September of 1993. One of these reccmmendations involved the
elimination and/or reevaluation of Standby Diesel Generator (SDG)
testing. The implementation of these recommended changes will
eliminate the need to perform SDG operability testing unless that SDG
is declared inoperable.

Description of Proposed Changes

The proposed change to STPEGS Technical Specifications 3.8.1.1 Actions
are:

Action a, delete "Demonstrate the OPERABILITY of each
standby diesel generator that has not been
successfully tested within the past 24 hours by
performing Surveillance Reguirement 4.8.1.1.2.a.2
for each such standby diesel generator,
separately, within 24 hours."

Action b, add "an inoperable support system, an
independently testable component, or" to the
causes not requiring an operability test.

Action b, delete the 24 hour time limit and add "8 hours,
unless the absence of any potential common mode
failure for the remaining diesel generator(s) is
demonstrated.”

Action b, delete * and from bottom of page “*This test is
required to be completed regardless of when the
inoperable standby diesel generator(s) is
restored to OPERABILITY."

Action ¢, add "an inoperable support system, an

independently testable component, or" to the
causes not requiring an operablility test.

TSC\92-334 . 001

I 612 L Ml 4 e e e s B S A his bt S s s Lt s el T e A S 4 e —— esskemin i il _— i T TRITTRTE N R - R EESFRETT TV LTI Ry _W
'

I
R e o

RERATR—

it SETEIRISeC RS WSRO SRS



|
4 1iy

e =t
\t o

LT

o e e e ek T e e T e g ASGATAS: M Dt S i R R A R A R e A . e L L e e e i s
o A Z =y -« I 1= IO b y - *
fHuempf ok I 5 § y ,
S Ring |

A

.

Attachment 2
ST-HL-AE-4625
Page 2 of 5

Action ¢, add “unless the rbsence of any potential common
mode failure for the remaining diesel generator
is demconstrated.”

Action c, delete * and from bottom of page "*This test is
required tc be completed regardless of when the
inoperable standby diesel generator ig restored
to OPERABILITY."

Action e, delete “demonstrate the OPERABILITY of three
standby diesel generators by performing
Surveillance Requirement 4.8.1.1.2.a.2 within 8
hours unless the standby diesel generators are
already operating."

The proposed change to STPEGS Technical Specifications Surveillance
Reguirement 4.8.1.1.2 are:

Item 4.8.1.1.2a.3 Replace "less than or egual to 10
minutes*" with "accordance with
manufacturers recommendations"”.

Item 4.8.1.1.2e.7 Replace “4.B.1.1.2e.6)b)*" with
“4.8.1.1.2a.2"
** Note at bottom Replace "4.8.1.1.2e.6)b)* with
of page 3/4 8-6 *4.8.1.1.2a.2" and "1 hour” with *2
hours"

Safety Evaluation

The proposed amendment to the South Texas Project (STP)
Technical Specifications (T8) will eliminate the excessive and
unnecessary testing of the Standby Diesel Generators (SDG). The
changes reguested are consistent with the guidance provided in
NUREG~13€66 and are compatible with STP plant operating experience. An
example of this compatibility is the elimination of the Diesel
Generator start test now required by Technical Specifications when an
Essen ial Cooling Water Screen Wash Pump is declared inoperable. The
Essential Cooling Water Screen Wash Pump is an independently testable
component of a supporting system.

TEC\93-314.033
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T8 3.8.1.1 Actions a. and e. require all operable SDG be
started as a demonstration of operability whenever one or more of the
cffeite AC power sources is declared inoperable. The proposed
amendment would eliminate the regquirement to demonstrate the
operability of an operable SDG whenever an offsite AC power source is
determined to be inoperablec. The inoperability of an offsite AC power
source has no affect on the reliability of a SDG. Deleting this
requirement does not affect the design ¢+ performance characteristics
of the SDGe. Therefonre, the SDGs maintain their ability to perform
their design function.

TS 3.8.1.1 Actions b. and c¢. require all remaining operable SDG
be started as a demonstration of operability whenever one of the SDG
is declared inoperable except for preplanned preventive maintenance or
testing. The proposec amendment would revise the testing exclusion to
include an inoper.ble support system and an independently testable
component in addition to preplanned preventive maintenance and
testing. The addition of these testing exclusions will prevent the
need to test the SDG when the source of the inoperability originated
in a support system, such as Starting Air or in an independently
testable component, such as a relay. The inoperability of these types
of items does not re<duce the reliability of the effected SDGs to
start, once the support system or component is declared operable
again. The proposed amendment would alsc eliminate the testing
requirement of the remaining operable SDGs, when a SDG is declared
inoperable, wunless there is cause ' believe a potential common mode
failure exists for the remaining 8DGa. The normal TS surveillance
testing schedule assures that operable SDG(s) are capable of
performing their intended safety functions. A failure of one SDG does
not reduce the reliability of another, otherwise operable SDG.
Deleting this reguirement does not affect the design or performance
characteristics of the SDGs, once a common mode failure has been
dismigsed. Therefore, the SDGs maintain their ability to perform
their design function.

Technical Specification Surveillance Reguirement (SR) 4.8.1.1.2.a.3
requires the start and loading of the Diesel Generator in less than or
egual to 10 minutes. The proposed change will remove the time limit
and substitute "accordance with manufacturer’s r ccumendation." Thi-
will eliminate unnecessary mechanical stress and wear on the diesel
engine by allowing a slower loading rate. This will improve the
reliability of the diesel generators by reducing the wear on the
diesel engine. The 18 month LOOP testing will still require the
loading of the diesel generators by the load ceguencers.

TECARI-414 . 002
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Technical Specification Surveillance Regquirement (SR) 4.8.1.1.2.e.7
requires the start and loading of che Diesel Cenerator per
4.8.1.1.2.e.6 following the 24 hour run. The proposed change will
substitute starting the diesel in accordance with 4.8.1.1.2.a.2
This will eliminate the unnecessary mechanical stress and
wear on the diesel engine created by the rapid loading of the
generator.

No Significant Hazards Consideration Determipation

Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P) has evaluated the proposed
amendment against the criteria of 10CFR50.92 as follows:

Does the proposed changes involve a significant increase in
the probability or conseguences of an accident previously
avaluated?

The proposed change seeks to eliminate the unnecessary
testing of an cperable Standby Diesel Ge ~rator (8DG).
Technical Specification (T8) 3.8.1.1 ActL.one a. and e.
require all operable SDGs be started as a demonstration of
operability whenever one cor more of the offsite AC power
sources is declared inoperable. The inoperability of an
offsite AC power source has no effect on the reliapility of
a SDG. Deleting this reguirement does rot affect the
design or performance char: teristics cf the SDGs.
Therefore, the SDGs maintai. their ability to perform their
design function,

TS Z.8.1.1 Actions b. and c¢. require all remaining operable
.2Gs be started as a demonstration of operability whenever
.ne of the SDG is declared inoperable except for preplanned
preventive maintenance or testing. The proposed amendment
would expand the testing exclusion to include an inoperable
support system and an independently testable component in
addition to preplanned preventive maintenance and testing.
The proposed amendment would also eliminate the testing
requirement of the remaining cperable SDGe, when a SDG is
declared inoperable, unless there is cause to believe a
potential common mode failure exists for the remaining
8DGs. The normal TS surveillance testing schedule assures
that operable SDG(s) are capable of performing their
intended safety functione. A failure of one SDG does not
reduce the reliability of another, otherwise cperable EDG.
Deleting this regquirement does not affect the design or
performance characteristics of the SDGs, once a common mode
failure has been dismissed. Therefore, Lhe SDGs maintain
*ir ability to perform .heir design function.
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Does the change create the possibility of a new or
different kind of accident from any previously evaluated?

The elimination of these unnecessary tests does not affect
the design bases of the SDGe, or any of the accident
evaluations involving the S8DGe. The SDGs are designed to
provide electrical power to the equipment important for
safety during al: modes and plent conditions following a
loss of cffsite power. The test schedule established in
accordance with GL B4-15 assures that operable SDGs are
capable of performing their intended safety function.
Therefore, this change does not create the possibility of a
new or different kind of accident from any previously
evaluated.

Does the change involve a significant reduction in a margin
to safety?

Since the proposed change does not affect the design bases,
accident analysis, reliability or capability of the SDGs to
perform their intended safe*y function, this change doces
not inveolve any reduction in a margin to safety.

Based on the reasoning stated above and the STP evaluation of
the amendment reguest, HL&P has determined that the regqu .sted change
does not involve a significant hazards consideration.

i

HL&P requests an implementation time of 60 days from the
effective date to complete procedures and make appropriate document
distribution.
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