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Reply Brief of Sunflower Alliance Inc. in
Support of Motion to Add Two Late Filed
Contentions.

Sunflower believes that on the basis of the declision
People Against Nuclear Energy (PANE) vs. NRC, No. 81-1131
(1632), this licensing board must admit the psychological
stress issue as a contention and not defer it as suggested
by the Staff or reject it as suggested by the Applicant.

The Court clearly held that the Commission is required

by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C.
64321 et seq. (1976) to consider potential harms to
psychological health and community well-being. Thus, before
the license 1s granted, if ever, to Applicant, these consid-
erations must be reviewed. To defer this issue, would simply
mean the NRC would be violating the express statutory
requirements of NEPA. Judge Wright wrote:

We conclude that, in the context of NEPA, health
encompasses psyciiological health. To implement

a national policy based onn 'the critical importance
of restoring and maintaining environmental quality
to the overall welfare and development of man...
Congress required each federal agency to utilize

a 'systematic, interdisciplinary epproach which
will insure the integrated use of the natural and
social sicences and the environmental design
arts...'. Slip op of Judge Wright, pg 13.

Judge Wright also said:

NEPA, moreover, does not authorize federal agencles
to deal with intangible factors by ignoring them.
It expressly instructs all federal agencles to
identify and develop methods and procedures

'which will insure that presently unqualified -
environmental amenities and values may be

given appropriate considerations in declsion
making along with economic and technical
considerations'. Slip op of Judge Wright, Pg 1l4.






In response to Applicant's assertion that Intervenor
Sunflower Alliance ¢t al. has not demonstrated that persons
living near, the Perry Nuclear Power Plant have experlenced any
stress (Applicant's Answer at 6), Sunflower Alllance sent out
the attached questionnalire to approximately 150 people, most
of whom are members of Sunflower Alliance or North Shore Alert
(and thus are having their interests represented by thls Inter-
venor), living in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula Counties. Forty-six
of these questionnaires were returned. The results have been
tabulated on the sample questionnaire.-l/

Sunflower Alliance would note that 98% of those responding
have experienced stress because of PNPP; 58% consider this stress
severe or extremely severe and intense; 69% experience thils stress
often or very frequently. 91% have considered moving awey from
t.e urea to avold tihe risks inherent in nuclear power. Most people
indicated that this stress has resulted in physical symptoms. 1In
fact, only 2€% reported no symptoms. Similarly, only 15% indicated
tnat thls stress nas not caused or aggravated various personal or
emotional problems. Note also that people ranked the risk of

catastropnic accidents (the same cause of stress arcund Three Mile

_}/ The responses to questions 1-7 and 10 are presented as the
Tew deta (actual numbers of those indicating that particular
response). The numbers do not all total 46 because not all persons
answered all questions. The rankings in question € were obtained
by averaging the ranks gliven to each category by all respondents,
and taen ranking the factors in order of increasing magnitude ef
tne averaged values. hnesponses to question 9 were too lengthy

and diverse to include therein; some responses are quoted later
in tne text of tnis brlefl.






"Concern for safety of children (& pets) and frustration

in abllity to have my concerns taken seriously.
Polarization of comaunity, elther for or against the
plant, and hostile responses Oy some pro-nuclear pecple.
Thinking seriously of leaving Perry, where my children
ere 3rd generation natives, leaving church, school, friends,
because of concern over safety and monitoring/reporting
facilities, and the ever-present threat of emergency evacuation
or other problems."

"It makes me think that I should not have my children
& grandchildren come to Lake County to visit me because
tney mignt be exposed to radiation while they are here.
This maukes me very sad.

I grieve for the thousands of young families & children
who do live in thls area and will possibly have the major
part of thelr lives damaged by a nuclear accident or low-level
radlation. I wish they could escape."

"I have had trouble making commitments to my job due
to the fact that we will move when (if) the plant starts up."

"If the plant should become active, I would have mis-
givings about conceiving or raising children even on our
ancestral farm in Windsor, Ohioc.

The cooling tower is visible for meny miles. I often
wecp at the sight of 1t. It is shocking to realize tne
actuality of tne project. At otner times I choose to igriore
its existence and force myself to believe it's not true,"

"I shudder when I see the tower--visible from the Madison

Liorary, Rt. 84, and even the Geneva beach where I g0 to relax
& tnen see taat ominous structure threatening my existence and
the existence of my children--I get a sick feeling in the pit
of my stomach. If I would have known they were building that
sulclde machine, I would never have moved here ten years &ago.
If 1 nad & good job offer, I'd move out of the area. But then
i1'd lose my friends & my new roots. It just isn't fair. I
never asked for it to be opuilt. And where are the benefits?
The electricity 1sn't even needed right now. I am terribly
resentful of the whole situation."

"The fact that I have had to spend nundreds of hours
oppesing something that I should not have to do--due to the
fact tnat one of our (supposedly) 4 freedoms is-- Freedom
from Fear. With & nuclear power plant in our vicinity, there

s no way 1 cen have that freedom."

"I object strongly to leaving the curse of nuclear waste
to future generations. I have always tried to pick up after
myself. Untll we have the proven ability to handle nuclear

i



waste, I find nuclear power plants to be intolerable--
it goes against the most basic fiber of my being. IT I8
4 MATTEX OF PRINCIPLE -- OF RESPECT FOR OTHEKS.

"Basic feeling of wanting to remove myself & family
f 1 these so-called experts & energy makers. If only there
- some place to run & hide from tnis increase in rediation
e€xposure to my chlldren. The sense of not being able to
protect them from thnis danger; 1 can say no to medical and
dental X-rays that 1 feel are unnecessary but how do I stop
the winds from blowing the radiation releases, that will occur,
from this nuclear power plant. I feel that if the plant goes
into a meltdown that I cannot depend on CEI or our evacustion
plans to notify us & get us out in time. This lack of trust
in & private industry is leading me to get tne kids & go even
wnen & site emergency happens. Lach day that passes tae time
gets closer & closer to when these decisions and plans will
have to be made. I have already made one decision and pur=-

chased kelp pllls to give to all of us because tney are supposed

to remove the lonizing radiation from our systems. This sense

of loss of frecedom & hopelessness will never stop me from saying

& fighting for no nukes."

"We keep hoping the nuclear power plant won't open. We
plan on moving away if it does and we've lived in this area
8ll of our lives. My husband has & secure Job ne'll have to

Five up and we'll nmiss our families who all Jive in Painesville,

Ucntgr, and Perry. Je're also concerned avout our femilies
Spu;‘ELAute to talnk tanat our chnlildren ages 4 £nd 1 month will
€ver bé nurt in some way by our generation. 1t scares us
terribly."

Sunflower Alllance maintains tast the results of tals
questionnalre indicate that persons are suffering from stress due
to the rerry plant. The construction of this facility has already
disrupted tihe lives of residents in tne surrounding «rea. If PNPP
vegilns operation tuls stress and resultant adverse effects on
mental and physical nealth will multiply. It is thus evi@ent that

psycnological stress around Perry must be thoroughly evaluated and

incorporated into the NEPA cost/benefit analysis in order to

determine the desirapnility of plant operation.
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6.

continued

6 otner DISORIENTATION. 'j_};j CATIQYE |, TeMS/on, HYPER -

T STomacH PCHES
/3 no symptoms AETIVIEY,

Has your stress apout Perry caused or contributed to any
of <he problems listed below? Check as many as appropriate.

23 depression

o

drug or alcohol abuse

s
.

discord in family or marital life
difficulty in seeking or sustaining employment

difficulty in forming or sustaining friendships
or personal relationships

~
5 e

other | . F5S :
rl0 sxwemr{)tuycnmvluvur FUTURE
Z no problems

Has living near the Perry plunt influenced decisions on
family planning (due to penetic efl'ects of radlation on
future generations)?

_9 _ yes Y 1o 20 not applicable

1T 50, how? Hpyg OwuldREN BEFCRE  PANT gRAINS WO T &0 MEBR PLANT
y W HEN PREGAAMT,

nank the fuctors listed below (risks of living near the
Perry plant) in the order of tnelr importance in contributing
to your stress (rank from 1 to 13; 1 1s most important,
13 is least important).

declining rcal estute property values
unsolved proolem of nuclear waste disposal
reactor decommissioning

nuclear waste transport

catastropnic accidents

continuous low-level rudistion emissions
forced evucuution

rate hikes in electric bllls

sabotage/terrorism

foodstuff contamination

s oo b o o o



8. continued

/A lack of adequate insurance in event of nuclear
accident
8 efrfects on nuclear proliferation and world

security
GINETIL DETR/RNTION

3 otner NoT AGEDED  EauiTy ConSTRCTIN 0 Cysubeiotl Putn,
Famiv{ IN RIMY, MR 1VE, ABOVT ‘n'”/’ THRRIMRL POULT 0N

9. Plsase describe in detail any otner effects the Pérry Nuclear
Power Plant has had on your life.

“

—

10. Do you favor or oppose the licensing (for operation) of
Perry as & nuclcar facllity?

O _ favor 4é  oppose



