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RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF VIOLATION
INSPECTION REPORT NOS. 50-280/82-01 AND 50-281/82-01

NRC COMMENT:
As a result of the inspection conducted on December 14, 1981 - January 22,
1982, and in accordance with the Interim Enforcement Policy, 45 FR 66754

(October 7, 1980), the following violation was identified.

Criterion XVI of Appendix B to 10 CFR 50, and Section 16 of the
VEPCO NPS QA Manual, "Corrective Action", establish measures to
assure that conditions adverse to quality, such as failures,
deficiencies, deviations, defective material and equipment, are
promptly identified, and corrected. T. S. 4.4.C require that the
leakage rate of all penetrations and valves subject to Type B & C
tests shall be less than 0.6 of the maximum allowable containment
leakage. Electrical containment penetration A-18 is subject to Type
B leakage tests,

Contrary to the above, prompt corrective action was not taken when
Unit 2 electrical containment penetration A-18 was found leaking in
excess of its acceptance criteria during the performance of Periodic
Test 34, "Electrical Penetration Leakage Test", on October 15, 1981.
The identified leakage was not determined to be within the permiss-
able maximum allowable leakage. Subsequently, a containment inte-
grated leak rate test performed on December 15, 1981, failed due to
excessive leakage through the A-18 penetration.

This is a Severity Level V Violation (Supplement I.E.).

RESPONSE :

(1)

(2)

ADMISSTON OR DENIAL OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION:

This item is correct as stated.

REASONS FOR VIOLATION:

At the time the leakage was identified on PT-34 it was believed the
electrical penetration was providing a barrier between the containment
and the outside atmosphere. Periodic Test 34 does not provide a
quantitative test of the leak tightness of a penetration, however,
lack of operational vacuum problems with the subatmospheric containment
supported the belief that the containment barrier was intact. During
the refueling outage, in preparation for the Integrated Leak Rate Test
(Type "A" Test), a Type "B" Test was performed on the penetration.
This test revealed no excessive leakage. When penetration leakage was
identified during the Type "A" Test, it was then determined the Type B
test procedure was inadequate and did not properly pressurize the
penetration. The exact time of the failure of the penetration to
provide a seal is not known. The Type "A" Test may have aggravated
the leakage and caused the failure.



(3)

(4)

(5)
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CORRECTIVE STEPS WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN AND THE RESULTS ACHIEVED:

The penetration was repaired. The Type B test procedure was revised
to provide for proper testing. The penetration was tested
satisfactorily. A Type "A' Test was performed with acceptable results,

CORRECTIVE STEPS WHICH WILL BE TAKEN TO AVOID FURTHER VIOLATIONS:

PT-34 has been modified to include recorded as-found and as-left values
such that an evaluation of the leakage noted can be made.

THE DATE WHEN FULL COMPLIANCE WILL BE ACHIEVED:

Full compliance has been achieved.



