Department of Energy

The Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino The Honorable John F. Ahearns
Chairman Commissioner

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
washington, D.C. 20555 washington, D.C. 20555

The Honorable Victor Gilinsky The Honorable Thomas F. Roberts
Commissioner Commissioner o
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555 washington, D.C. 20555

Re: Clinch River Breeder Reactor Plant
Docket No. 50-537 (Section 50.12 Request)

Gentlemen:

On March 16, 1982, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission issued

an Order denying the Department's request for permission to
conduct site preparation activities under 10 C.F.R. 50.12.
(Order, CLI-82-4, March 16, 1982.) The Department of Energy,
for itself and on behalf of its co-applicants Project Management
Corporation and the Tennessee Valley Authority, hereby

requests reconsideration of the Commission's denial of the
request to conduct site preparation activities pursuant to

10 C.F.R. §50.12. (Order, CLI-82-4, March 16, 1982).

The Commission shouid entertain and grant reccnsideration
since the majority decision was in conflict with Commission
precedent and failed to fully appreciate certain importart
public interest considerations. In the latter respect, the
Department believes that the majority decision focused on

the monetary cost of delay, without proper consideration

of other important public interest factors. In this regard,
the Department urges the Commission to afford it the opportunity
to present and have fully considered additional public
interest factors, including the informational, programmatic,
international, non-proliferation, and national energy policy
benefits associated with grant of the request. The Department
is prepared to submit supplemeital information in support of
this request at the direction of the Commission.

Sincerely,

W. Kenneth Davis
Deputy Secretary Sjs
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