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?APPLICANT'S ANSWER TO NRC STAFF
MOTION TO REJECT PROPOSED CONTENTIONS 9/ [

'II-1, III-1, AND, IN PART, III-2 0: '

By motion dated April 26, 1982, the NRC Staff requested

the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board herein to reject a

number of proposed contentions on the basis of two recent

amendments to 10 C.F.R. Part 51 which provide that need for

power and alternative sources issues will no longer be

considered in operating license proceedings and eliminate

previous requirements under 10 C.F.R. Part 50 for review of

utility applicant's financial qualifications, including

funding for decommissioning.

Applicant concurs in the motion by the Staff to

eliminate contentions II-1, III-l and III-2 for the reasons

set forth in the motion. Moreover, the Appeal Board has

recently acknowledged that issues of financial qualifi-

cations are no longer cognizable in NRC proceedings.

Houston Lighting and Power Company (Allens Creek Nuclear

Generating Station, Unit 1) , ALAB-671, 14 NRC (March

31, 1982).
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In addition, Applicant notes that some of the proposed

contentions (e.g., I-23) are apparently based upon the same

rationale which the Commission expressly rejected in

adopting the new financial qualifications rule, i.e., that

an applicant has a strong financial incentive to ignore

safety requirements. To such extent, those contentions ,

should be rejected as well.

Conclusion

For the reasons discussed above, Applicant concurs in

the motion of the Staff and requests that it be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

CONNER & WETTERHAHN, P.C.
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Counsel for the A,rplicant
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