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B A& ;g . April &, 1982

¥rs. Winifred P4chardo
P.0. k‘ 1"’7 |
Montrose, New York 10548

Lir. Palladino, Chalrman
U.S, Nuclear Hegulatory Commission
deshington, D.C.’ 2055%

Dear M¥r, Palledino;

I 1live in NWypthern Westchester, in Montrose, which is a
neighboring .own to Buchanan, and which is close = too close

the the Indian Point Nuclear P,yer Plant. The first question

I must esk is why was a nuclear power plant ever built righg

into the backyards of all of us in the surrounding communities?
It was wrong from the beginning, but mistakes can be corrected -
Indian Point must be closed down before a nuclear accident occurs.

Indlan Point is & catastrophe waiting to happen! I am certain
the Nyclear Rezulatory Commission must realize-this as a fact
since*these plants are old, rusting and falling apart. Not a
vee!. goes by without some problem. The most recent incident
waich occured about two weeks ago at Tndian Point #3 which did
release radioactive stean into the atmosphere proves how unsafe
and unpredictible these plants really are: We are all forced to
live in fear and everyonc egrees about this - how do we know
trney are telling us the truth when they said the leak was minor
and posed no farcat to anyone? How do they know that? Wwho
mcesures the egadioactivity of the leaks and how de they measure
it? why was there a leal in the first place?

The millions of dollars that have been wasted on putting up

tzose 88 silent sirens znd the evacuation plan thev werked out
snould have been used on an alternative scurée of vower “n this
area (not nuclecr) The entire evacuation plan and the 88 sirens
are a total farce,‘'a sname and a waste. Do you really tnink

that If there is a nuclear accident, that anyone can really be
sefely cvacuated? If the N.R.C. belteves this, then tzer zave
blinders on. Ilave you personally ever been in this area? 1I

not, vlease core and see the road conditions that prevail. 5u

a nice, sunny day, road conditions are bad. All we have is 9A
running from Croton to P.gkskill. TA 1s s small, winding - one
lene in ezch direction ~ roud. (liost of the roads in Westciester
are like tiis.) There are entrances to the expresswvay #o ( two
lrnes 12 cach direetion) gs follows: .ne entrance in Peekskill,
one entrence in Montrose and two entrances in Croton. ome here
coring the morning or late afternoon rush hours and see the
lamred roecds. Come whon the V,A, Hospital and Tensolite Co. are
letting out at 4230 to see massive back-ups. Better still, come
during a snowstorm and se¢ unpessable roads altogether, In Jan-
uary, there was a small snowstorm of maybe two inches on a Satur=
day which turned to ice. lMonday morning proved to be disasterous.

(continued)
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Mrs. W. Pichardo
P.0. Box 1-7
Montrose, N.Y. 10548

Routes 9A and 9 were backed up and traffic stalled for hours
from Pookskill to Croton, with several accidents. School buses
cculc not get through anc children were stranded throughout the
cntire school district for hours. It took almost a week until
road conditions were beck to normal (normal is not very good
anyway.) Try a mess evacuation during a time l1li:e I just des-
cribed, or even on a rainy day - it would be impossible!

Those who believe an svacuation is possible are livipng in a
fantasy world., W“Why $ould we all in the surrounding areas even
be faced with such a2 possibility? The nuclear power plants
should not be here. They do not belong here and they should be
closed dowmn,

We “ave the richt to 1live with soze peace of mind, and to watch
our children grow up healthy and safely without the threat of a
nuclsar accident milling cover our heads all the time. If there
rust be nuclear pcewer plants then they should be built at the
renotest, far eaway pleces from human life where Lhey would abso-
lutely orove nc threat to anyone.

Recently, a television news reported interviewed a woman who
lives in Buchanan very clcse to Indian Point. When the women
exoressed her fear, the rezorter asked her why she does not move
awegy. I have a better cuestionj Why don't you close down Indian
Point? 1 feel that I do not want to live here anyrcre because

1 fcar Indian Print, but so do thousands of others. Is the
answer that we should &ll nove??? Ie¢ I move, how far a ay from
Indian Point would be safe? They state that a ten mile radius
is unsafe. So tell re this - what makes eleven miles awvay safe?
Cr even ten and a half, or thirtéen miles? How do you really
mow vhat 1s safe? There are so manyg unanswéred tueslions and
it 18 ell s0 experinental and the inhocint victins- those 1liv
within the ten mile radius - are tne guinea pigs., It 1s all so
unjust and unfair. Yould you or any of the members of the N.R.C.
want to live ncar 2 nuclear power plant?

At the present ti-e, four out of five nuclear power plants in
ew Yeri. State arc out of service either due to radiation leaks
or selfunctions. The saire Lholds true in Celifornia. This does
not s eak too aignl for the safetr end efficiency of nuclear
power plants, does it?

It seens to me that the members of the Nuclear Rerulatory Come-
mission shoulc be up 21l nizht sweating and wringing their nends
wit', worry over the fact that something catastrophic is inevit-
ably on the way and if the N.R.C. cnoses to keep Indian Pyint
open, they will be fully responsi-le for any tragedy forthcoming

(o~ntinued)
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Krs. 4, Pichardo
P.0. Box 147
Montrose, N.V, 10548

It will be too late then snd it won't matter who's to blame.
The fact renains, an "accident" as you call it, can be preventod
Close down Indian Point! There are alternatives.

Apgin, I urge you, come up here and see the elenentary school
Just down the rca& from Izdizn Point and the hoxes only yards
awey - the human life duserving to live free from this cconstent
fear and oxinous tareat.... ‘

iray I exovcet the cecurtesy cf & reply?
Sincerely,

Winifred Pichardo
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