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Description of Event

On March 8, 1982, at 0850 in Mode 4, the PORV's (PCV 2456 and
2455C) were declared inoperable due to low nitrogen pressure in the
supply tanks. The unit cooldown was continued and the tanks pressurized
at 1130. The PORV's were thereby restored to operable status within the
requirements of T.S. 3.4.9.3. On March 8, 1982 at 1805 in Mode 5, one
PORV (PCV 2455C) was declared inoperable for the same reason. The PORV
was returned to operability by replenishing the supply tanks within the
requirements of T.S. 3.4.9.3.

On March 10, 1982, at 0322 in Mode 5, one PORV (PCV 2455C) was
again declared inoperable due to low gas supply pressure. The gas
supply tanks were replenished within the action requirements of T.S.
3.4.9.3.

Probable Consequences of Occurrence

The overpressure protection provided by these relief valves ensures
RCS integrity in Modes 1, 2 and 3 and prevents pressurization in the
non-ductile range of the materials used in the RCS in Modes 4 and 5.
Since the valves were returned to operability within the actions of the
Technical Specification, the health and safety of the public were not
affected. In addition, even though the valves were declared inoperable
due to low nitrogen pressure, there was sufficient nitrogen available to
cycle the valves for a limited number of events. Insufficient nitrogen
pressure, indicated by the low pressure annunciator in the control room,
renders the valves incapable of meeting the valve cycle design criteria
of 120 operations.

Cause of Event

These events were caused by excessive use of nitrogen during the
shutdown of the unit and excessive system leakage.

Immediate Corrective Action

The nitrogen supply was replenished and the PORV's declared operable
within the requirements of the Action Statement.

Scheduled Corrective Action

A design change has been initiated to correct the system leakages
and to ensure an adequate nitrogen supply is available.

Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence

The implementation of the design change should prevent recurrence
of this event.

Generic Implications

These events are generic problems on North Anna Units 1 and 2.



