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Donorable Richard A. Saelling
s2te 0f Vermont, State Eouse -
Meatpelier, VT 085602

- -
jonorable Richard Saudek, Chairmar \~ ‘monﬂan.-:
Vermont Public Service Soard I)Q\.O'TLITL.SSIOHJI
Vermont State Nuclear Advisory Panel W : ]11
Montpelier, VT 05602

127 Main Q‘.-.:
llonorable Brendan J. Whitaker, Secretary Bnuﬂchonv\vnnnn.0g<
Agency of Eavironmental Conservation 802 254-0¢

Montpelier, VT 03602 ' Box1117- 5 State S

Montpclier \ormort v.-’a.‘
Sirs: Ry o0 -

Dear

Vermont lies in cne of the most bdeautiful recions of our countey.
“he State ~ovc-“neﬂ. has eajoyed & lons siancdiang reputation of concern
for the health of ics c;:;zens a“c o> prosection of its invaltatl
natural resources. We know that you sihare these concerns and that
you will aes 42 this tradition on the Icllowing master.

This is & requast 20r & 2ull and public investigation int sue
operacion o2 the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Plant. Recent cisclcsures
about new probtlems at the facility give us zreat reasonrn for cnncern.

Az indepencent, sufficienctly funded investigation into the safe*y anc
managzement 27 Vermont Vankee is in the putlic intorest.

¥e petizion vou ang your Tesneciive anencies to excereisn vau
authority o organize such an investizaticn on the bhehalf of ;mous"-—e
of our sugporters in thisg state, anc tirougzhout The area acjacent to
the plant Ve cequestT, 3180, Thzt putlic heariags be held on =his
impertantT macter We ask .ha’ reu seer the full cooperation anz
parsicipasicn of the Nuclear Regulitery Commission as well as indepenc:
gvEgetg in Shig efiort, lMogt Lmpertartlr., You should use the emerEens
powers available to you t¢ ensure that the plant will remalin closed
guring tThis process.

Or Sentesher 27, Vermsnt Yanlige ghuticr: &y maintenangee, FopalTe
ang ref:cl;:;.?:e aigse WA FEROLLLEL T2 TOeTDAR Bn Novamber 28, inene
2 number ¢l new ob-e*s have suriaced which require repairs or re-
placemens. .:ese ASCOVETLES NAVE Cf.a)®e U IO UPVliililh We il8 Newns
far an :tic::r‘i'ed agried 07 time

Cracks and corrasion have boen Ziscoverad in romponcnts ol Lhe
p‘an:'s water cleanup system inclucding 2 sixjy foot sectien ol the

ver: imncrsans resdter water discharge sine. It ik net clear what
aused thnis unexpected fatigue iz such a critical area ol the plant
.“.s is very scrious DeTenRcSinily. Sush ineulifizions nwteczinn n
an impersant seetion ¢l the primory gogline svyster could cause n louss
of coclant in the recacter resultinc in immediate danper to the public.
mnig sizuation should be a ceniza. nart of the investipration inlo

plant mamagement and safety.



Vs &

The facility's turbine gencrator also showed sipns of sipgnifli-
cant wear and will reguire repairs. 4 turbine a: the Yankee Azomic
Plant in Rowe, Massachusetts in similzs condition caused that plant
tC be closed for most of this past year whezn it literally fell
apart during az attempted start-up. rparently the corrosion and
siress sustained by thesce systems combinced with possibly noor
design and workmanshipy have coatributed o accelerzied decay aad
unreliability.

‘The Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Cecrporation is currently seex.’:
tC recover their expense.: I{rom the costly replacement of defective
b0lts in the piping su:s A't sys.em -esnlting {rom their origizal
and possibly t-audulen° iastallation. Caz we reasonadbly assume
that Vermont Yaakee can be reopened when the bolt issue represencs
the latest iz a history of improper operation, unexpected sepairs,
and uascheduled and exteaded shutdowrs?

The bistory of the Dry Ve Terus emergexncy containment systes
currently uande:r repair at ‘a.kee, is cxe ¢ repeated and costly

-
o ' . ¢ st eda - - - - 3 .-
{ailures in repair atze=p:s, resn-.-u: ~2 Years c2 operatics withous
the full benelit of this critical sa-e:y systerx. The fact thet therss
have been repeated leaks iz the ,-a.. $ cooling systems has adlsed =¢
canger ©f a life-threatening acciden: Lecause the :0TuS was desizzes
to Lack-up those systems in the evexnt ¢f a majer loss of cooclant asco:
Vermont Yankee is the only plazt ia the couniry that -ofuses
T0 install an inerting system, eve: though the N.2.L. has advisecd
taem o install one. This safety unit weuld ferestall 2 hydromen
explosion that would breach: the reactcs containmeat in the eveas
¢{ an accident.
be plant has beex allowed tTo cperate siznce last Juae withous
any further action Irem Vermont's ¥Fazer Resources Neard on the
company's applicatiorn <0 renaw ite water dischar~e nermic, As a muR®
heariag that was belc I Zrattiledlor: tiat monts, =any questicns
anc objections were rLisel anc ThC nesTitT was held Lack for Lldismies
e T Famsiimaw ™. - e m - e - - - —_ e o D . -~ - s - - e - -
STREY.  SRIEITURstTL n® 2«dRT J28 SN2l sifnce That Timg urndy:
ThEE Q18 PEPEIT 2UAR T53ugn % 818 25t somply winhoekg cgyee 7 iwg
P I |\-0— -—; o e s
L e e e - - - -~
ThesSe GVERIS Ci238T d@ igncres JR8TE I8 U SETI0US ANL im=eci.
- emesmem - -l aiiem mmam A= < - o wmena - Canleanm - - - s @ s -
CaAngE> TO The 2e03.2 &5 Sur Tegica If Verment Yazkes secpons vithau-s
a thorouch invegtica<ion It is our helief thos these nferemgntinse
probicms constitulte tie¢ mMOST extreme and immediaute tnreat ¢ publis
safety that Vermont Yankee has ever pesed.
Sincerely, R
1!“ ’
49/ Ve // AN ’ /
L e J /Y e
/'/’ //1 ’K/' /.-“v”*'/"".
|' \-/ . - - ‘ " ol
Joha Warshow aris Yood
Cenira. Vermoant Vermens Yankee Doceo-
Safe Znergy Coaliticn missioning Alliance
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November 30, 1980 Z)ﬂt'ﬂﬂ

Governor Richard Snelling 4@9@4 :[ﬁ7aﬁéa
State of Vermont :
,Montpelier. Vermont, 05602 &2

/Nuclear Regulatory Commission Y EDO 99/9
f11th Floor -

Washington, D.C. 20555

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Fower Corp.
121 West Street
Rutland, Vermoant, 05701

Dear Friends,

We are Maslachusetts citizens who live near to the Vermoat
Yankee nuclear power plant. “ur homes, families and businesses are
closer to the plaat than the great majority of Vermont citizens. We
are downstream, and often downwind. We are deeply concerned.

You are the three authorities with the power tTo answer our appezl.
We appeal to you to use every power you have to keep the Vermoant Yankee
nuclear plant closed untils :

1« A complete 2:nd independent investicetion is conducted
into the safety enC canagexzent of tne vermont Yankee
plant., Thele are serious protlems 2t Vermons Yankee,
which we will outline in this letter. We plead with
you to heold off the start-up of the plant until these
problems have been thoroughly investigated.

2. The findings of %
adeguste measure

A PLANT .
—— e e e <

s investigation are published, and
taker to improve the safet { the
Dese measures zTe CUTLined in ToLS Lectter.

< Vermont Tankee is allcwed %o Te-0pen as scheduled, in its
nt conditicn, there will be sericus T-cudle. 1l the evidence

Trese
soints to the likelihood of a Zejor and sericus accident at this plant,
=L cpeneC in its present condition.

WZ FPLIZAD WIT:= YOU tc use rous powers o PTevent the start-up of
tzis plant. You have the zutherity to “al: this sction.

9 %
These are the problems a: Vermont

Yanxee that concern us, problecs
waicl endanger the publie:

', ne

1. Cerrcded and graged pires in the "Reactor Water Clean-up
gyetex" have ¢t been*éE'Jaqed,#DCJsze(.

-~
~

-
-
~

. g B & s . . Bl .
¢ -@ilallle CTacCKs ani corrosion down to ~ ADCh

€t

ke pipes, rlagued

thickness pose a sericus threat of breakage. The Creakace would lead

o a2 less of ceoolant, leading t0 2 core meltdown. A core melidown would
cause Ou€ nelghbors and us unteld damage in lives, nealth, livesztock,
~and and livelihood.

A 801150 -
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The Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation nhas not replaced the
worn equipment. Instead, temporary ezrloyees are being sent inside the
pipes to "weld" the cracks and weax points. The welding mey actually
cerve to weaken the pipes. and certzinly wont protect the pudblic from
ti.reat of accident.

2. The "Bolt Scandal" uncovered last week by anti-nuclear groups
and toe press is more than just a humorous testimony to the lack of
safety at Vermont Yankee. We can joke about the Company having " a
few ssrews locose", but the reality is quite frighteninge

3000 bolts were replaced at 2 cost of millions of doi:ars, Many
of these bolts, designed to uphold vital safety systems, were &iscpvered.
to be cracked and faulty. Others were deceptively "szwed off", and
welded on, to give the appearance of proper bolting. !

The Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corperaztion has threatened to sue
+he construction company responsible for this negligence. Eowever, there
nas been no thorough investigation of othe. comstructicn done by this
cezpanye. t is likely that if corners were cut here, they were cut in
other stages of comstruction. An investigatinon is desparately needed
into tne construction of this plant. This incident sheds some light on
the guestion of the long and troublesome record of Vermont Yankee. We
are concerned that the comstruction of this plant was faulty, and 8 years
later, still is not corrected.

Repairs must be implimented on khe fincings of this investigatiocz.
This investigation must be conducted befcre the plant Tre-opens.

3, Vermont Yarkee is the only plant in the ngtion taet bas refused
=0 instell an "inerting system", as recczmexnced by the N.R.C.

This system is extremely vital To prevert explosions and Iires
t2e plant. In light of the "hydrogen bubsle" situaticn experienced et

"

Tr-ee Mile Island, it would be wise to instsll this safety systexz NOW,

vefore the plant goes vack om line.

4, There is sericus evidence thzt Verzont Yankee, over the past
¢ vears cf operation, is sullering Iron "metal fatigue" and "stress
cor>osion” In the laypersoa's terms, tzis means wear and tear.

we Massachusetts residents understsnd the ipplications of age o=
: nuclear power plant. As you may know, our gwn Innxee Atomic plant iz
Teowe was recently clcsed down for © monthis. Year »:nd tear on Ile steax
-.=nine caused a breskdcwn, luckily to the =ncn-nuclcar end of the plazc=.
‘e understand that the turbine a2t Vermont Yankee nus Deen under rerals
éusing this shutdown, for similar Teasons. we applcud the forsight <¢
saniuct the repairs defcre an accident occuls, We ask thet the sane
cood judgement be used now on therest ol tnle 2lant s problems.
L "ne turbine and the reactor Water Clean-up pires olfer us evicencs
.7 such wear and tear inside Vermont Iznxee. The conseguences ol
gsarziag up Vermont Yankee, helore investigszting tliese concerns, &rfe
serious.

ny



T-s Tarmams tarcee luclesr Power plant 1s in @ sevicus state of
digmemzie, This is not a guestion of being "amti-nuc_ear” oo "sro-
Selesas", 1% is 2 guesticn of being for salet, or against it.

You have resieved this letter, bDecause ycu nave ILe gutaority to
c-des =ze consinued rest ol the Versont ITankee Iacilty, until adegate
safeguaris are teken, and an iavestigation is conductec.

We trust that you will see the wisdom of taking tais action. Tinme
is short. Vermont Yankee is scheduled to resume cperztion on December
15th - traditionally, they re-open a few days belore e publicly announced
date. Please take the tine now to make your decisiom.

Hay a sgnu ci ior:lirupomibil‘.. for the American FPeople guide
you in your nour Qf_decision.

Sincerely,

The Ad Eoc Citizens Group
for Safety at Vermont Yankee
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Decezber 3, 1380 ‘ L #A T ek (O
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nr. Jages Ahesrn, Comzissione: : e sy

hucleay Fezulatory Comzmission

127 Main Stree’

sasnington, J.C. 20555 Brattieboro-Vermoent 0337 .
8$C2-254-993%5

&m . 3 cm Sm.t'::

#nz 2. Ahearn: 3hllpdilelz{z-€;g‘.om0553§

In iight of the recent develoszents at tne Jercant Zanxee uclear
Flant in Jeznon, Versont, as well as a lor- history cf accifents

and continued falluie to zeet salecy stanisrds, & full anid pudblic

investization is lgperative before 2lleovwings the zlant t9 zo back
on line.

Aerresentatives of the vexlent Lansee _eccz=isslioninz “lliance
(VIZA) have addzessed cur concerns ant iZentified trne sgecific
areas equlzing investl:zation at the zlast in cozzurications
with 3ichazd Snellin:, Coverno: of Verzont, and Johsa .riffic,
Fresident Of Verzont lanikee .dclsad sflant. «& telizve That tns
situation at the plant constitutes ar ix-eiiate and serious
thzeat Lo the safety of the reople of Je2zont and sur:oundins
azegs.

I would likxe to take this ogzortinity %9 spell out ou:r concerns
gné ou: bdusines with the ..ucle2x Zesulateory -ozzissicrn.

Cur concezns axe zany: 1) the watel c.ezne-u:z systes ans 2e&actor
dischazge pipe, 2, the eccelerates 2ni urexpested 2ecay cf tne
tuibine zenszator, 3) the regentedfallize 32 regmiz the 27
#ell Torus, 3) the svsence of a 12221 ineisin- systez, arnd,

€) prolonged opezation under an cut-dates 3zfety walvex.

Our business 1s 0 reguest Ti:t The Jexzznt Dankxee ..uzlegy Flant
zezain closed untll such tice 25 & ful. investigation nas
pro7sn that 1T no longer DOses & Tnrsat ¢f lzzirent dancse:

to the public.

It 1is ou:x hope and expectaction thzt the ..utlesy Zezulatory
Scazission will exercise 1tes authezisy 4ir Shisz zatter $¢
zequize that the slant rezalir clessd ars initiase o full
iavectigation of tre esutial situaticn gt Jercons Zarzes.

Yours truly, e B

Foaht A Loy (Nl V4

p S—

o —

Leslie J. Soxling L - 1\ ‘ | o g
7 | /
/ J

’

12/8..To EDO for Direct Reply..Suspense: Dec 2¢.. Cpys to: RF, 0GZ, Orig
to LUocket..treat as 2.20€ petiticn per 0GC....22-2107
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