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Document Control Room
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
MS 10-D-21
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sirs:

The UMR Reactor Facility respectfully requests a one year
waiver of our Technical Specifications requirement to perform
annual visual control rod inspections (Tech. Spec. 4.2.1(5)).
Due to the LEU fuel conversion, our fuel storage pit is now
holding the entire inventory (28 elements) of HEU fuel

elements. By procedure, we are required to offload several
fuel elements from the core prior to disassembling and removing
control rods from the core for visual inspection. As our fuel

pit is nearly full with the old HEU fuel, we currently have no
place to offload our core.

This situation will be remedied when the old HEU fuel is
shipped offsite; however, we believe it may still be several
months before we will be able to ship. |

The present control rods have been visually inspected every |

year for " pitting and cracking" as required by Technical )
Specifications. No pitting or cracking has ever been detected,
and we have every reason to believe that this trend will

,

continue. Furthermore, our reactor typically runs about 10
megawatt-hours per year. Consequently, the neutron fluence to
the control rods is relatively low - most certainly below that

required to produce significant neutron damage to the rods.
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The con, trol rod visual inspections will be late as of October
17 1993; therefore, we ask for resolution of this issue before-f

that date.
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Sincerely,

|t Nf'
David W. Freeman
UMR Reactor Manager

DWF/lp

copy to: Dr. Albert E. Bolon, UMR Reactor Director
Dr. Don L. Warner, Dean,

'

School of Mines & Metallurgy
Marvin Mendonca, Project Manager, USNRC /
A. Burt Davis, Regional Administrator,

Region III, USNRC

Signed before me this 4 day of D h L /93 .
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