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GULF STATES UTILITIES COMPANY

RIVER BEND BTATION W8 WHCE WX 23 53T FRANCISVILLE SIANA 70775

May 25, 1993
RBG- 38540
File Nos. G9.5, G9.25.1.3

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

River Bend Station - Unit |
__Docket No. 50-458

Please find enclosed Supplement 1 to Licensee Event Report No. 93-004 for
River Bend Station -Unit 1. This supplement doecuments that the apparent root
cause identified in the original submittal is in fact the final root cause of the
event. In addition, the installation of a permanent locking device on each of the
airlock doors, as described in the original submittal, has been impiemented.

Sincerely,

; & Heoky

J. E. Booker

Manager - Safety Assessment
and Quality Verification
River Bend Nuclear Group
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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775

INPO Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

Mr. C.R. Oberg

Public Utility Commission of Texas

7800 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 400 North
Austin, TX 78757

Department of Environmental Quality
Radiation Protection Division

P.0O. Box 82135

Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2135
ATTN: Administrator
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On March 24, 1993 at 1830. with the reactor at 100 percent power (Operational Condition 1), during a
routine entry into the 171" elevation airlock, a deficiency was discovered in the locking of the reactor
building door. The door was secured using a chain and padlock, with the chain wrapped around a spoke.
The chaining configuration prevented entry into the airlock from the reactor building side; however, the chain
could be lifted off of the spoke by personnel inside the airlock. A second occurrence involving the auxiliary
hunldmg door was documented on March 31, 1993 in the 171" airlock. The actions of Technical Specification
3.6.1.4.b require that one airlock door remain locked at all times and that an individual is dedicated to assure
that two doors are not opened simultaneously. GSU is submitting this report pursuant to
HOCFRS0.73(a)(2)(i)(b) as operation prohibited by the Technical Specifications.

Operator aids were posted for the doors in the 113" and 171" elevation containment airlocks. In addition, a
modification to install a permanent locking device on each of the airlock doors has been implemented. This |
event did not result in unauthorized passage through the airlock. As required by Technical Specification
3.6.1.4, Action b, an individual was dedicated to assure that two doors were not open at the same time. In
addition, for each case, the door was secured such that it could not have been opened from outside the

airlock. The door could only be opened from inside the airlock.
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REPORTED CONDITION

On March 24, 1993 at 1830, with the reactor at 100 percent power (Operational Condition 1),
during a routine entry into the 171" elevation airlock (*AL¥), a deficiency was discovered in the
locking of the reactor building door. The door was secured using a chain and padlock, with the
chain wrapped around a spoke. The chaining configuration prevented entry into the airlock (*AL¥)
from the reactor building side; however, the chain could be lifted off of the spoke by personnel
inside the airlock. A second occurrence was documented on March 31, 1993 in the 171" airlock.

Following identification of an equipment problem with the containment airlock interlock mechanism,
GSU administratively implemented the actions of Technical Specification 3.6.1.4.b. It was later
determined that the containment airlock interlock mechanism was inoperable. The actions of
Technical Specification 3.6.1.4.b require that one airlock door remain locked at all times and that an
individual is dedicated to assure that two doors are not opened simultaneously. GSU is submitting
this report pursuant to 10CFRS50.73(a)(2)(1)(b) as operation prohibited by the Technical
Specifications.

INVESTIGATION

The 171" elevation airlock provides reactor building access from the auxiliary building. Padlocks
and chains are required to lock the doors from inside the airlocks.

On March 24, 1993 the NRC PResident Inspector observed that the chain could be lifted off of the
handwheel of the reactor building door. On March 31, 1993, the NRC Senior Resident Inspector
was able to move the handwheel slightly (in the closed direction) and then remove the chain from
the auxiliary building door handwheel. In each of these cases the door was secured; personnel could
not have opened the door from outside the airlock.

ROOT CAUSE

The final root cause is a lack of thorough understanding of the Technical Specification requirements
for locking the airlock door (ie., a key is required for entry).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION

Operator aids were posted for the doors in the 113" and 171 elevation containment airlocks. These |
operator aids specify the padlock and chain configurations and provide instructions to personnel on

how to lock the door. In addition, a modification to install a permanent locking device on each of

the airlock doors has been implemented.

This event did not result in unauthorized pa.-age through the airlock. As required by Technical
Specification 3.6.1.4, Action b, an individual was dedicated to assure that two doors were not open
at the same time. In addition, for each case, the door was secured such that it could not have been
| opened from outside the airlock. The door could only be opened from inside the airlock.

Note: Energy industry identification codes are indicated in the text as (*XX*).
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