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April 23, 1993

RBG. 38,392

File Nos. G9.5, G9.25.1.3
t

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission *

Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555 !

'

Gentlemen:

River Bend Station - Unit i
Docket No. 50-458

3

,

Please find enclosed Licensee Event Report No. 93-004 for River Bend Station -
Unit 1. This report is submitted pursuant to 10CFR50.73.

Sincerely,

;
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- -

J. E. Booker ,

Manager - Safety Assessment
and Quality Verification j
River Bend Nuclear Group ''
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cc: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775

INPO Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

Mr. C.R. Oberg
i Public Utility Commission of Texas

7800 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 400 Nonh
Austin, TX 78757

Depanment of Environmental Quality
Radiation Protection Division
P.O. Box 82135
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2135
ATrN: Administrator

,

,

'

t

;

i

L-



. .

NRC FORM 366 U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION APPROVED DY OlWB Wo. 3150-0104
15e EXPIRES 5/31/95

*
EST: MATED BJRDEN PE R RESPONSE TO COMPLY W'TH THfS

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) N"Ms"REsTo'8 era #$i'M550Tlu[7yU" "*

ANO RECORDS MANAGEMENT BRANOH (MNBB 7714). U S NUCLEAR
REGULATORY COMVG90N, VwASH!NGTON, DC 23555-0001, AND TO
THE F'APERWORK REDUCTION PRCUECT p15401D4L OFTICE Of

(See reverse for required number of d,gttsfcharacters for each block) MANAGEMENT AND BJDGET. WAS+mNGTON. DC 20503.

f ACILITY NAME (1) DOCKET NUMBER 91 PAGE p)

Rimr Thna Station 05000 458 1OF3
TITLE (4)

Improner lockina of Contaiment Airlock Doors
EVENT DATE (5) LER NUMBER (6i REPORT NUMBER (7) oTHER FACILITIES INVOLVED (8)

'^ IIk#ML UUCEU NUubbHSEQUENtAL HPrS ONMONm on. 3 EAR ve m u:CH DAY YEARy,y y mn 05000
rAc e vNAME

03 24 93 93
" ~

DOCsTT NUMBER

004 00 .04 23 93 05000
OPERATING THIS REPORT IS SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THE REoUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR 6: ICheek one or morel (11)

MODE (9) 3 20.402(b) 20 405tc) 50.73(aH2)(w) 73.71(b)

POWER 20 405ia H1 Hi) 50 35(cH1) 50.73(aH2Hv) 73.71(c)
LEVEL (10) 100 20 405'aH1hn) 50 35tcH2) 50.73ta)(2)(vn) OTHER

|
20 405:aH1Hmi y 50 73(aH2Ht) 50.73ta)(2Hvin)(A) PP'c"Y * AN'ao

,N[420 405(aH1)(hr) 50 73(aH2Hu) 50 73(a)(2)(vmHB) ,

20 405(aH1)(v) 50.73faH2)(ad 50.73(a H2)(x)

LICENSEE CONTACT FOR TH!S LER (12)
Nr.vE rettmONE NVMBER pnewe Area Coce)

L. A. mc land - Director. Nuclear Licensina (504)-381-4145
COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPORT (13)

1CAusE svs'W CDunONENT M ANJF Ar.'URE R CAUSE SYSTEM COMPONENT MANurACTURER0 D OhRS

,

5

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT EXPECTED (14) EXPECTED uxH ou iEAR

YEs SUBMISSIONgo
, e yn compee EmECTr0 susM:ss:oN ocE)

DATE (15) g 7q qq
ABSTRACT (Lim:t to 1430 spaces. Le approomately 15 sing!e-spaced tmewntten knes) (16)

On March 24,1993 at 1830, with the reactor at 100 percent power (Operational Condition 1),
during a routine entry into the 171' elevation airlock, a deficiency was discovered in the locking of
the reactor building door. The door was secured using a chain and padlock, with the chain wrapped
around a spoke. The chaining configuration prevented entry into the airlock from the reactor i

building side; however, the chain could be lifted off of the spoke by personnel inside the airlock. A
second occurrence involving the auxiliary building door was documented on March 31,1993 in the -

171' airlock. The actions of Technical Specification 3.6.1.4.b require that one airlock door remain
locked at all times and that an individual is dedicated to assure that two doors are not opened
simultaneously. GSU is submitting this report pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(b) as operation
prohibited by the Technical Specifications. *

Operator aids have been posted for the doors in the 113' and 171' elevation containment airlocks. .

In addition, a modification request has been initiated to install a permanent locking device on each
of the airlock doors. This event did not result in unauthorized passage through the airlock. As
required by Technical Specification 3.6.1.4, Action b, an individual was dedicated to assure that t.wo ,

doors were not open at the same time. In addition, for each case, the door was secured such that ti
could not have been opened from outside the airlock. The door could only be opened from inside -

the airlock, i
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"
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REPORTED CONDITION

On March 24,1993 at 1830, with the mactor at 100 percent power (Operational Condition 1),
during a routine entry into the 171' elevation airlock, a deficiency was discovered in the locking of
the reactor building door. The door was secured using a chain and padlock, with the chain wrapped
around a spoke. The chaining configuration prevented entry into the airlock from the reactor
building side; however, the chain could be lifted off of the spoke by personnel inside the airlock.. A
second occurrence was documented on March 31,1993 in the 171' airlock.

Following identification of an equipment problem with the containment airlock interlock mechanism,
GSU administratively implemented the actions of Technical Specification 3.6.1.4.b. It was later
determined that the containment airlock interlock mechanism was inoperable. The actions of
Technical Specification 3.6.1.4.b require that one airlock door remain locked at all times and that an
individual is dedicated to assure that two doors are not opened simultaneously. GSU is submitting
this report pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(b) as operation prohibited by the Technical
Specifications.

INVFETIGATION

The 171' elevation airlock provides reactor building access from the auxiliary building. Padlocks
and chains are required to lock the doors from inside the airlocks.

On March 24,1993 the NRC R.esident Inspector observed that the chain could be lifted off of the
handwheel of the reactor building door. On March 31,1993, the NRC Senior Resident Inspector
was able to move the handwheel slightly (in the closed direction) and then remove the chain from
the auxiliary building door handwheel. In each of these cases the door was secured; personnel could
not have opened the door from outside the airlock.

ROOT CAUSE

The apparent root cause is a lack of thorough understanding of the Technical Specification
requirements for locking the airlock door. However, GSU will provide a final root cause in a
supplemental report by May 23,1993.

NRC 3ORM 36f,A (5 92)
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CORRECTIVE ACTION

Operator aids have been posted for the doors in the 113' and 171' elevation containment airlocks.
,

These operator aids specify the padlock and chain configurations and provide instmetions to
personnel on how to lock the door. In addition, a modification request has been initiated to install a
permanent locking device on each of the airlock doors. An estimated completion date for this
modification will be provided in the supplemental report by May 23,1993. ,

:

SAFETY ASSESSMENT

This event did not msult in unauthorized passage through the airlock. As required by Technical
Specification 3.6.1.4, Action b, an individual was dedicated to assure that two doors were not open ,

at the same time. In addition, for each case, the door was secumd such that it could not have been i
opened from outside the airlock. The door could only be opened from inside the airlock.
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