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Licensee Event Report 93-007-00
Gentlemen
This lenter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-007-00 required to be submitted within
thirty (30) days pursuant to 10CFR 30.73{(a)(2}{v)(D). any event or condition that alone
could have prevented the fulfillment of the safety function of structures or systems that
are needed to mitigate the consequences of an accident.

Very truly yours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

FOR: Stephen E, Scace
Vice President - Millstone Station

P 7
\‘\ L WA_A\______/
BY Fred R. Dacimo
Millstone Unit 2 Director
SES/RWEB:bjo
Attachment: LER 93-007-00
ce: T, T. Martin, Region | Administrator

P. D. Swetland, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit Nos. 1, 2 and 3
G. S. Vissing. NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 2
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K hours with the plant a1 100% power and normal operation, the determinanon was
made that the paralleling ol an emergency diesel generator with the grid while the other diesel generator s not

per & unsatisfactory, Synchromizing the only operable diesel penerator with the grid, makes that diesel
generator susceptible 10 faulis on the pnd thet can disable the diesel penerator
This is being reported as an event or condition that could have prevented the fulblllment of the safety function

tems that dre needed 10 mutigate the conseguences of an accidem. Technical Specification

abre diese! generator 10 be staried, within one hour and at least once per eight
other diesel generator 1% ino hle. The regquirement ol loading (parallel 1o

to support vendor recommendations. The vendor
peneral good pracuce to avoid bulldup of residue in exhaust pons, that could

me It was Stared was adc

Procedures have been cthanged 1o clarify that the opera diese] generator must not ralleled with the
fisite power system (prid) whenever the other diesel ge 1§ mnoperable

tnon LCO 3.8.1.1 are planned to reflect cwrent NRC guidance and corresponding

echmugal Specification reguirements at other similar plans
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On March 29, 1993 at 1350 hours with the plant at 100% power and normal operation, the
determunation was made that the paralieling of an emergency diesel generator with the prnid whiie the
other diesel generator 15 not operable 15 unsatisfactory. Synchronizing the only operzble diesel generator
with the pnd, makes that diesel generator suscepuible to faulis on the gnd that can disable the diesel
generalor

Technical Specificaton secuon 3.8.1.1 reguires the operable diesel generator 10 be started, within one
hour and at jeast once per eight (8) hours thereafter. when the other diesel generaior 18 inoperable. The
requirernent of locading (parallel 1o gnid) the diesel generator each ttme i1 was staned wa! added 10
support vendor recommendatons. The vendor recommendauon was made as & yeneral good practice 10
avord buddup of residug In exhgust ponts, that could create a fire hazard,

The immediate cause was 3 fallure 1o review the potential impact of performing egquipment surveillance
tests an 1he operability of the tested equipment,. The method of discovery was review of the Technical
Specification section 3.8.1.1 and companson with other units corresponding specificanon. No other
svstems or secondary funcuions were affected by this event. No operator achions were required, and no
automatic or manually intigied satety furicuons were required, as result of this event

11 Cause of £1

Evaluation of the govermng Technical specification. section 3.8.1.1, action “a”, shows that the unit has
been using an overly conservative imerprelation of the iment of this action statement. When performing
the operability venfication. the mmimum diesel generator (DG reqguirement i only 1o verify the DG can
reach required speed and voliage in the specified stan vime, with no reguirement 10 actually paralie] and
load the engine. The loading of the engine was addiionally performed 1o satisfy engine vendor toncerns
about residual fuel and lube oil that could buildup and creaie potential hazards for the engine if not
trrned off on 4 loaded run.

The root cause the failure to recognize the potential impact of the additional diesel generator loading
recommendations. .

il Analysis of Evem

Tius event is being reporied pursuant to the reguirements of 50.73(a){21{v)(D), which reguires the
reporting of any event or condition that alone could have prevented the fulfilimem of the safety function
of structures or systems that are needed 1o mitigate the consequences of an accidem. This was
determined 1o be a reporiable evenl, based on the review of the potential impact of the practice of
operating a diesel generator (DG) in parallel with the grid, or operating both diese]l generalors at the
same time in parallel with the gnid. Svnchronizing the operabile DG with the gnd, makes that DG
suscepiible 1o faults on the grid that can disable the DG, and for either case leave the unit with no
operable DG’ This condimtion would create & powential loss of safety funcuon je.. that at least one
DG would not always be available to respond 1o & loss of normal power (LNP) or LXP with loss of
coolam accident (LOCA) condition, 10 power safely eguipment

There were no aciual safery conseguences of this evem since there were no gnid fault conditions. This
event identifies the porential that could be created for a failure of the only operable DG if a gnd fault
WEre 10 acour

v orrective_Acii

To avoid this potential situation, the scheduling of DG surveillance runs has been changed, Changes 10
the general operating procedure OF 2346A. and the associated surveillance procedures SP 2613A and
SP 2613B, have been made 1o prohibit the paralieling of the only operable diesel generator to the offsite
power grid.
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