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ST-HL-AE-4393
File No.: G02.04
10CFR2.'201

U. . S . Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

,

;

South Texas Project
'Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
Reply to Notice of Violation 9236-05

Regarding Failure to Include Valves in the
Inservice Testina (IST) Program

Houston Lighting & Power Company. (HL&P) has reviewed Notice of-
Violation 9236-05 dated March 5, 1993, and submits the attached
reply.

If you should have 'any questions on this. matter, please
contact Mr. C. A. Ayala at (512) 972-8628 or me at (512) 972-7138. >
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S. L. Rosen
Vice President,
Nuclear Engineering
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Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus St. Scott
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel' |
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 Houston Lighting & Power Company- ;

' Arlington, TX 76011 P..O. Box 61867 I'
Houston,'TX 77208 h j

Project Manager [ '!-
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Institute of Nuclear-Power i
Washington, DC 20555 Operations - Records Cent'er- '

1100 Circle 75 Parkway,-$1500
J. I. Tapia. Atlanta, GA 30339-3064
Senior Resident Inspector
c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie |

Commission 50 Bellport Lane-
P. O. Box 910 Bellport, NY 11713 '

Bay City, TX 77414
D. K. Lacker

J. R. Newman, Esquire Bureau of Radiation Control |
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C., STE 1000 Texas Department-of Health
1615 L Street,.N.W. 1100 West 49th Street
Washington, DC 20036 Austin, TX. 78756-3189

D. E. Ward /T. M. Puckett U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm.
,

Central Power.and Light Company Attn: Document. Control Desk
P. O. Box 2121 Washington, D.C. 20555
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 :

k

J. C. Lanier/M. B. Lee :

City of Austin ;

Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704 |

K. J. Fiedle r/M. T. Hardt
City Public Service ,

P. O. Box 1771 |
San Antonio, TX 78296 ,
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I. Statement of Violation: 'i

Failure to Include Valvas in the Inservice Testina (IST)
Procram !

T

10 CFR 50.55a requires that ASME Code Class 3 pumps and valves
whose function is required for safety, undergo IST which- .

complies with the requirements of ASME Section XI to verifyD
operational readiness, unless relief has been granted.1 |

Article IWV-1100 of ASME Section XI, requires that certain- !

Class 1, 2, and 3 valves required to perform a specific
,

function in shutting down a reactor to cold shutdown'
conditions or in mitigating the consequences of .an accident be
tested to assess operational readiness. .;

'

Contrary to the above, the licensee uid not include the-
manually operated valve and check valve in each train of the ,

Units 1 and 2 essential cooling water system emergency ,

backwash line in the IST program. .|
-;

This is a Severity Level IV Violation. (Supplement i

I)(498;499/9236-06) *

i

II. Houston Liahtino & Power Position:

HL&P concurs that the cited. violation occurred.

III. Feason for Violation:

The cause of this event was an incorrect interpretation of 'the !
scope of ASME B&PV 5ection XI requirements for testing valves.
HL&P did not consider the identified valves as meeting the ;

scope tf ASME . Boiler & Pressure Vessel Section XI Code ;

requirements for. testing. HL&P personnel had concluded that ,

the emergency backwash discharge line valves did not perform .;
a function in shutting down the reactor or mitigating the i
consequences of an accident and thus, were not to be included :
in the IST program. Since it was believed that these valves

Jdid not require testing no thought was given to including
these valves in the Inservice Test Plan. !

I
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IV. Corrective Actions:
1. HL&P will add the identified 'talves to the Inservice Test- i

plan during the next revision submittal'. The Inservice
ITest plans for both Units 1 and 2-will be submitted by
'

June 30, 1993.

2. Testing (disassembly and inspection) of the check valves
for the emergency backwash discharge line has been ,

incorporated into the Check Valve Inspection procedure. .1
Testing (manual exercising) of the manual valves for the |

emergency backwash discharge line.will be proceduralized
to meet the Section XI requirements by April 30,.1993.

3. HL&P will perform a review of Class 1, 2, and 3 systems
using the new interpretation to identify valves required

'

to be operated in'off-normal and emergency procedures and
that are required to shut down'the reactor or mitigate the
consequences of an accident which need to be included into-
the IST program. This review will be completed September
30, 1993.

'
V. Date of Full Compliance:

HL&P will be in full compliance by April 30, 1993, when. ,

testing of the emergency backwash discharge line manual _ valves >

is incorporated'in the appropriate procedure. Testing of the
check valves has been incorporated into the appropriate
procedure. ,
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