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roximately 1130 hours, with the plant operating in Mode 1 56

On March 2, 1990, at app
degrees Fahrenheit and 2250 psia, 1t
inoperable salety valve had not been met
violation occurred on Ogtober 31,

on May

'

98¢

<
was ciscovered that the requirements of the action statement for an
Further investgation revesled that a

at 100% power,

similar

1987, Both violations ogcurred when inoperable main steam safety valves

were not reported to the Shift Supervisor. As a result, the action statement was not entered, and the
requirements ol the acuon stutement were not met for the inoperable salety valves. Discovery of the
inoperable safety valves has been previously reporied under LER's 89-010 and 87-036

The root cause of these violations was procedural inadequacy. The safety valve test procedure has been
revised 1o reqguire notification of the Shift Supervisor whenever safety valves are found 10 be inoperable
other maintenance surveillance procedures have been reviewed for similar problems

be changed, where necessary, by June |,
whenever inoperable equipment

-\!
These procedures will
1990, to require prompt notification of the Shift Supervisor

is discovered

There was ro impact on plant safety as a result of these violations since the plant was in a condition where
any challenge 10 the main steam safeties could have been mitigated by the remaining operable safety valves
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Analuus of Event

This event is reportable under 10CFRS0.73(a)(2)(1). as a violation of Technical Specifications
Specifically. the requirements of Technical Specification acuion statement 3.7.1.1.a were nol
complied with when inoperable main steam safety valves were discovered during the first and
second refueling outages.

The requirements of the action statement ensure that either reacior power is maintained at such a
level that the operable safety valves would have sutficient relieving capacity to limit secondary side
pressure 1o within 110% of ns design pressure during the most severe anucipated system operational
transient, or that the platt s placed in @ mode where the main steam safeties would not be
challenged. Safety valve tesung is performed in Hot Standby with the reactor shutdown. Since the
reactor was shutdown, the failure 1o reset the Power Range High Flux trip setpoint had no
significant impact on safety. During the time that the plant was in Hot Standby for tesung, no
transients occurred that resulted in challenges 10 the safety valves. Any transients that could have
resulted in a challenge to the safeties while the plant was in Hot Standby would have developed
relatuvely slowly, giving control room operators sufficient time 10 respond and correct the situation.
Even if the saleties had been challenged, there would have been sufficient relieving capacity from
the operable valves to mitigate the transient.

Correcuive Acuon

No immediate action was required in response 1o the discovery of the action statement
noncompliance. To prevent this from recurring, the surveillance procedure has been changed to
incorporate a requirement that the Power Range High Flux trip setpoint be set to less than or equal
1o 10% prior to startng safety valve testing. In addition, a step has been added 10 require
immediate notification of the Shift Supervisor when a safety valve is determined to be inoperable.
All other maintenance surveillance procedures have been reviewed for similar communication
problems. Eight were identified as nee Y ig a change. These procedures will be revised by

June 1, 1990, 10 include a requirement 1o promptly notify the Shift Supervisor of any inoperable
equipment. No other incidents of inoperable equipment not being reporied 1o the Shift Supervisor
have been identified

Adduional lulormauon

Licensee Event Reports (LERs) submitted which discuss related events are as follows:

LER Number Tille

RG-010 Setpoint Drift on Main Steam Safety Valves Due 1o Unknown
Causes

87-036 Setpoint Drift on Main Sieam Safety Valves

£6~007 Violation of Plant Technical Specification 3.8.4.1

LER 86-007 discusses an event in which a number of containment penetration breakers were found
to be inoperable while the plant was in Coid Shutdown, Mode 5. The Shift Supervisor was
notified, nowever, no action was taken at the ume since the plant was in @ mode where the
Technical Specification did not apply. When the plant entered a mode where the equipment was
required to be operable, the requirements of the applicable action statement were not met. The
corrective acuon for this event was to add the applicabie Technical Specification 10 the Operations
Surveillance Tracking System.
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Although this LER s similar in root cause and/or underlving concern, its occurrence on different
equipment under different circumstances was such that s corrective acuon would not have
prevented this event. Eniry into a Technical Specification acuon statement hinges on Maintenance
personnel noufyving the Shift Supervisor that a piece of eguipment is inoperable. Incorporating this
requirement into the mainenance surveillance progedures will prevent this type of event from
recurring '

LER 8§9=036 and 80010 discuss the discovery of main steam safety valves lifting outside their
required band. The corrective acuon addresses the valves only, and 1s therefore not applicable o
this event
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