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ATTACHMENT I

Docket No. 50-286 Power Authority of the
LER 81-003/03L-1 State of New York

The plant was in the cold shutdown condition.

On February 23, 1981, during the performance of seismic + estraint test
3PT-R38, snubber RC-R-344-5-H failed to lock up in the extension position as
requi'. ed. In accordance with the requirements of Technical Specification 4.11.4,
an additional ten restraints were tested, with no further failures observed.

As the plant was in the cold shutdown condition, no immediate reparative
action was required. Snubber RC-R-344-5-H (Bergen-Patterson, 10KP, No. F93501)
was replaced prior to exceeding cold shutdown, as per Technical Specification
3.13.4.

The defective snubber was sent to Wyle Laboratories for disassembly and
failure analysis. The results of this analysis are as follows: Subsequent
testing indicated that the lock-up mechanism was operating properly, but an
excessively high bleed rate was causing the lock-up to be unobservable. In-
spection revealed that both extension and compression poppets were scored,
leading to an increase in bleed rate. The snubber was rebuilt with new poppets
and all new seals. Then the snubber was purged and filled with silicon fluid.

Subsequent testing indicated satisfactory lock-up and bleed velocities for
both tension and compression modes. The snubber was then returned to Indian
Point 3.

A similar event occurred on November 23, 1979 (LER 79-018/03L-0).
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