. —

iz 30 275,923 Nl
p.

STAN. EY H. MENDES, INC.
.T.IVCTURAL ENGINEER DOCKEYE'
12298y STATE ST, SUITE 7 HINRP
SANTA BARBARA CaALIF 33101

PHONE (808) 982.9870 “ m .2 '2:‘2
October 13, 1981 a‘-.

The Honorable Victor Gilinsky
Commissioner

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 "H" Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Gilinsky:

I wish to commend your recent public statements guestioning
how the recently discovered design error at Diablo Canyon
occurred and went unnoticed for several years. You are
aksolutely on target when you question the system that pro-
duced the man-made error.

The design error was predictable and even anticipated by
experienced engineers and construction personnel. It is a
direct result of the lack of detailed independent review

for errors in design and construction drawings by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

The overall problem is far more serious than Diablec Canyon,
because over seventy nuclear plants have now been built and
are operating wherein only design criteria and methods were
reviewed by the NRC. No detailed review to detect possible
errors in the calculations and construction plans was made
by the NRC.

The present system relies almost entirely on Quality Assurance
Program: developed and administered by the utility company
constructing the facility. It is common knowledge that, as
with Diablo Canyon, such programs are far from perfect.

Isn't it likely that other undetected design errors exist?

Please do all in your power to change the pi=asent system of
reviews. In addition, please see that an in-depth detailed
independent review for design errors is made at all »nf the
existing facilities and those that are in process of receiving
operating licenses.

Very sincerely yours,
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tanley H. Mendes
Structural Engineer
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