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TOLEDO EDISON COMPANY
DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR POWER STATION UNIT OXNE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR LER NP-33-78-135

DATE OF EVENT: Novemier 10 and 17, 1978

FACILITY: Davis-Besse Unit 1

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE: Absolute Position Indication for Group 3, Rod 4
inoperable

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: On November 10, 1978, the unit was in Mode 1,
with Power (MWT) = 1354 and Lcad (MWE) = 446. On November 17, the unit was in
Mode 1, with Power (MWT) = 2770 and Load (MWE) 923.

Description of Occurrence: On November 10, 1978 at 0425 hours and on November 17,
1978, at 0624 hours, fluctuating signals from the absolute position indicator for
Control Rod 4 of Group 3 caused "asymmetric rod" alarms. Absolute position indi-
cation for this rod was declared inoperable at each of these times, placing the unit
in the Action Statement of Technical Specification 3.1.3.3.

Technical Specificatiom 3.1.3.3 states that all safety, regulating and axial power
shaping control rod absolute position indicator channels and relative position
indicator channels shall be operable and capable of determing the control rod posi-
tions within + 6.5% while the unit is in Modes 1 and 2.

Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence: The apparent cause of the occurrences has
been atcributed to component failure in the penetration area. Work in the penetration
area is scheduled for December 9, 1978, when access into containwent will be permitted.

Analysis of Occurrence: There was no danger to the health and safety of the public
or to unit personnel. Relative position indicatiom, as well as zone reference indi-
cation for Rod 4 of Group 3 were operable during the period that the absolute posi-
tion indication was inoperable.

Corrective Action: On November 13, under Maintenance Work Order 78-2648, Maintenance
personnel inspected PI cable connections at the PI tube and at the reactor service
structure bulkhead. A slight amount of moisture was found 'n the comnector at the
PI tube. The connector was dried and reconnected. On Noveiber 14, 1978, at 0215
hours, Surveillance Test ST 5031.03, "Control Rod Program Verification" was com-
pleted, and the absolute position indication for Rod 4, Group 3 declared operable.
The unit was removed from the Action Statement of Technical Specificatiom 3.1.3.3.
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On November 14, 1978, Facility Change Request 78-501 was prepared which requested
the conductor for Rod &, Group 3 to be reconnected to a different conductoer in
the containment penetration. Maintenance Work Order 78-2683 has been issued

to implement this Facility Change Request. This work is scheduled for December 9,
1978, when access into containment will be permitted. A continuity check on all
wires associated with the penetration module will also be performed at this time.
The unit remains in the Action Statement as of December 4, 1978.

A new penetration module has been ordered and installation has been scheduled for
the 1980 refueling outage.

Surveillance Requirement 4.1.3.3, as well as the requirements of the Action State-
ment were followed for each occurrence.

Failure Data: There have been no previous occurrences of absolute position indication
inoperability for Control Rod 4, Group 3. There have been, however, previously
reported occurrences of absolute position indicator inoperabiliry due to component
failure in the penetration area on Group 5, Rod 12. The. were reported in Licensece
Event Reports NP-33-78-02, NP-33-78-19, NP-33-78-26, and NP-33-78-38.
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