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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
{0]7] | While performing the Unit 2/3 D/G surveillance the diesel failed to start. The air |

(0]5] | _start motors engaged but failed to turn engine. A second attempt to start the diesel]|

[0T3] | was successful. The safety significance of this event was minimal because the re- |

| dundant diesel was operable. |
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CA'JSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS (27

__]0] [_Probable cause was failure in air start system. Air start solenoid and timer were J

T T7) | _tested but found normal. Air start valve inspected satisfactorilv. "iesel " .|

7] | surveillance interval increased to weeklv for one month. Air start-system will be |

T3] | modified to provide muliiple start attempts. |
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ATTACHMENT TO LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 78-052/03L-0
COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY (CWE)
DRESDEN UNIT-2 (ILDRS-2)
DOCKET #050-237

While performing the Unit 2/3 diesel generator monthly surveillance, the
diesel failed to start. The air start motors engaged but failed to turn
the engine. A second attempt to start the diesel was successful. The
safety significance of this event was minimal because the redundant diesel
was operable.

The cause of this event is unknown, but it is thought to have been caused
by a failure in the air start system. The air start solenoid and timer
were tested but they appeared to be operating normally. Also, the air
start valve was inspected. The valve was disassembled and the internal
inspection showed the valve was in satisfactory condition. The seals
were replaced and the valve was reassembled.

The diesel generator operating surveillance interval has been increased
from monchly to weekly for a one month period following the event in
order to better determine the cause. There have been five suc~essful
starts on this diesel since this event occurred and no failures. Because
of the number of starting failures which have occurred previously as

a result of failures of the air start motors to properly engs the
station is modifying the air start system. This modificati llow
automatic restart attempts if the pinion gears fail to properly ¢ le

to start the engine. The modification has been designed and appro.ed

and the required materials are being purchased. It is expected to be -
completed by February, 1979.



