TOs Muclear Fegulatory Commission

FROM: Jane Lee, 183 Valley Fd. Etters, PA 17719

REs Steam Generator Tubes: Unit I
Primary Coolant Break (7-9-83)
GPU Public Meeting at Middletown (7-6-83)

Recent events and revelations by lFobert Arnold during a public meeting
require close scrutiny by the NiC Commissioners,
1. GIU meeting of 7-6-83,..Bob Arnold and Clark in attendance,

2. Bot Arnold revealed:

(a) Thiosulphate was injected into Unit 1's sprinkling
system then sprayed inside the containment bldg. to
wash down radiocactive iodine.

(b) Te thiosulphate,a high cofrosive substance, entered
the primary ccolant system attacking the generator tubes.

(¢) Te last maintenance check made on the generator tubes
was sometime prior to the last refueling.

(d) The damaged tubes were discovered on Thanksgiving Day
of 19810

Questions:

(a) How did the thiosuphate enter the closed primary codlant
system when the spinkling system is located close to the
top of the reactor building?

(b) Why were the levels of iodine sufficiently high enough
to warrant a thiosulhate bath of Unit 1% interior?
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(e) How high were the levels of lodine?

(d) what is the present metallurgical characteristics of the
Primary coolant pipes or any other metal touched by this
sulphuric chemical?

(e) What other corrosive chemicals could be a contriduting °
cause to this metallurgical breakdown?

(2) Are the primary and secondary coolant pipes comprised of
safety grade material or is this another failure of many
already addressed relating to a quick fix and short cuts ?

During questions and answers on 7-6-83 with Bob Arnold and Mr. Qlark we
learned about the thiosulphate cause and effect. We knew it existed but
never why,

Three days later (7-9-83) we rerd in our local paper about a reactor primary
coolant break at Unit I during attempts to purge thiosulphate from the
primary coolant system. It's interesing indeed that the generator tubes were
repalred some time ugo but only after intensive questioning at a pubdlic
meeting do we witness a rush to clean out the primary coolant system,

(a) Wwith thiosulphate circulating through the coolant system,
doesn't it raise questions about inner-gramular deterio-

ration? 1If so, how great will it be over such a long period?
(b) If a break can occur during a cleanup, what will happen
under pressure?

This 1s toc . vortant to leave to englneering sycophants and a licensee
who's intregrity is now in question.

On 2-28-83 concrete chips were taken from Unit 1's reactor blds, and sent
for lab. tests.

(a) What was the purpose of these tests and what were the results?
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Mr, Clark from CPU was also fielding answers and questions at the (7-6-83_

meeting and revealed:

(a) The steam generator tubes are as good as new ones.

(b) The steam generators will be brought to full pressure testing.
(¢) Sections of the generator tubes were taken for testing.

(d) COver 100 modifications were made to Unit 1 and it is ready

for restart. Mr, Clark toock issue with Commissioner Gllinsky's

recent charges of noncompliance.
Questions:

(a) Can metal exposed to thiosulphate, fractures and various

corrosive chemicals sustain equal value as thoseoriginally

manufactured?

How risky is the operation of these steam generator tubes
under full pressure in view of this most recent break in
the primary system?

What were the results of the tube section testing?

I distinctly recall reading many requests, written by Fobert
Arnold, seeking extensions and exemptions from the NiC Staff,

In Saturday's paper (7-9-83) Doug Bedell was quoted as saying:

(a) "Hot functional testing is expected to begin about a month
from now and continue for a month".

(b) "“GPU reported the auxiliary tuilding spill to the NiC and local
and state emergency management officials yesterday even though

it was not classified as an unusual event and notification was
not required by law",

when did the Ni.C appoint Doug Bedell to the decision-making process? Q(r has
the Commission already made the decision to start the steanm generators?

Mr, Bedell persists in acting as P.R. for GPU and play/b.é role of GPU
apologist.

The Comzissiodg image isn't all that great without resorting to putting its
neck on the chopping block for GPU.




This writer wishes to caution those Commissioners who persist in ignoring

the danger of restarting this plant and who are blindly moving ahead toward

restart Hendrie said it better than me: "We are like blind men stumbling
£

-

around in the dark". To ignore this warning after all the evidence clearly
reveals serious shortcomings with management intregrity as well as mech-

anical fallures, is sheer folly.

Sincerely,
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Commissioner Gilinsky:

Thought you might find this interesting.
/

Patriet
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Isotopes Found

_biémed on Fallout . - _

~ HARRISBURG, PA., DECEMBER 26, 1976
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In Area Again

£ BY JOHN M. BAER
7 Statf Wiriter

Concentrations of radioactive 2"

isotopes ‘well above normal back-
ground levels have been detected in
the Susquehanna River near the
Three Mile Island Nuclear Power
Plant south of Harrisburg. -

State and federal officials said
the levels pose no threat to public
“‘“y— ! - h N

The Metropolitan Edison Co.
(Met Ed) of Reading, operators of
the plant, reported the finding: (o
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cocm-
mission (NRC) last week, aud atirib-
uted the abnormal readings to fall-
out from two Chinese atomic bomb
tests in September and November.

"+ The levels were found In sedi- |
ment from the riverbed at a site | % |
miles south of the plant, according

. to a company spokesman. ‘

times” higher than background
Teadings. ~

Arnold said nine separate radio-
active [sotopes were detected, in-
cluding iodine 131 and cobalt 58. He
said the elements found provide no
indication that they came from the
power plant, adding that while the
plant produces most of tue isotopes
detected, there would have been
greater quantities of cobalt if there
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Active Isotopes Discovered
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had been a fuel leak at the site. NRC
officials said the company is re-
quired to report any readings in

‘sediment which exceed 10 times

pormal levels. While the company is
mmmwmmanm

. of such findings, Arfiold sid Met Ed .
% does 50 as & courtesy and. °
§ that the state” wus not told

this time because of “an oversight.”
An NRC spokesman said the
conpany findings will be analyzed
by wae agency. He added he believes
the sedimnent report is the first such
report from & nuclear plant filed
since the fallout incidents.
Margaret A. Reilly, the state’s
chief « { environmental surveillance,

»

said state officials have not conduct-
ed any sediment tests since the fali-
out incidents.

 Met Ed and the NRC indicated
that high levels of radioactive iso-
topes can be expected for some time

" in areas of waterways w.ere F

is less than rapid. The it In |
rials which are washed down--
| .." e » ‘
* Reilly said it is unlikely that any
aquatic life affected by the isotopes
would pose & health threat if eaten.
Karl Abraham, an NRC spokes-
man, said the findings simply con-

" firm the fact that radioactivity from

the recent fallouts “is still with us,
will be with qﬂowalouumlnd
there is nothing we can do about it.”

Abraham's falry tales are still with us.

fallout indeedl
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‘Mildly Radioactive’

Water Spilled in TMI’s Unit 1

About 00 gallons of mildly ra-
dioactive water spilled onto the
floor inside th= Three Mile Island
Unit | auxiliary building yesterday.

No workers at the nuclear pow-
er plant were contaminated by ra-

) diation as a result of the incident,

according to a spokesman for GPU
Nuclear Corp., operator of the fa-
cility.

All but a few gallons of the

Ql\spilled water drained into a sump,

where it remained last night. It will
be routinely decontaminated for
use within the rhnt, GP'U spokes-
man Doug Bedell said.

Monitors in the auxiliary build-
ing detected no increase in radioac-
tivity inside the concrete structure
after the spill, Bedell said. The
building houses supplementary sys-
tems associated with Unit I's reac-
tor coolant system.

Bedell said the leak occurred
when plant workers were switch-
ing from the use of one reactor coo-
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lant pump to another during a
chemical cleanup of the reactor
coolant system.

A filter became clogged during
the operation and increased the wa-
ter pressure in an instrument line,
which then broke, allowing the
water to spill out. A plant operator
warking in the auxiliary building
spotted the break and workers
stopped the leak.

The coolant system for the
shutdown Unit | reactor is being
cleaned to remove any possible
traces of the sulphur that led to cor-
rosion of the Unit | steam gencra-
tor tubes, Bedell said.

The cleanup is in. preparation
for hot functional testing of the

GOOD MORNING
Just about the time a
woman thinks her work
is done, she becomes a

grandmother.

Unit | reactor, in which plant sys-
tems will be subject to operational
temperatures and pressures with-
out actually starting the reactor.
Hot functional testing is expected

hegin .ﬁ:: a momd from now
ﬁ(&nﬂnue for another month,

d

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is considering whether

to lift its suspension of the opera- -

ting license for Unit |, which was
shutdown for refueling during the
March 28, 1979, accident at its sis-
ter plant, TMI Unit 2, and has re-
mained shutdown by NRC order
since then.

Bedell said GPU reported the
auxiliary building spill to the NRC
and local and state emergency man-
agement officials yesterday, even
though it was not classified as an
unusual event and notification was

but we're reporting it," Bedell said.

ot required by law.
4 “It's not much of an incident,
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